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    Neosho Wes Fleming -- 
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2:10 pm Director’s Report Carolyn McGinn -- 
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2:30 pm ADJOURN Dawn Buehler -- 

Upcoming Meetings: 
• October 21, 2026 – KWA Meeting, Atchison/Leavenworth area
• December 2, 2026 – KWA Meeting, Salina

5 - 8 

9 - 32 



Minutes 

KANSAS WATER AUTHORITY 
June 10, 2026 In-Person Meeting  Scott City, KS 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Dawn Buehler called the June 10, 2026, Kansas Water Authority (KWA) 
meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Dawn Buehler, Randy Hayzlett, Jeremiah Hobbs, Peter Loecke, Carolyn 
McGinn, Darci Meese, Brant Peterson, Allen Roth, Allan Soetaert, David 
Stroberg, Lynn Goossen, Gary Janzen, Jean Steiner 

MEMBERS ABSENT: N/A 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
PRESENT: Ryan Hoffman, Earl Lewis, Jay Kalbas, Sara Baer, Kate Gleeson, Josh McGinn, 

Steve Frost, Connie Owen, Kayla Savage 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: Chris Kennedy, Susan Metzger 

   APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
   Motion No. 06-10-01 It was moved by Allen Roth and seconded by Jean Steiner to approve the meeting 

minutes from the April 8, 2026, Kansas Water Authority meeting. Motion carried 
with no dissenting votes. Information found in meeting materials. 

  REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE PRESENTATIONS: 
Katie Durham presented an update from the Upper Smoky Hill RAC. 

Jas Dale presented an update from the Cimarron RAC. 

Bill Simshauser presented an update from the Upper Arkansas RAC. 

Dave Mann presented an update from the Upper Republican RAC. 

  KWA OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: 
  Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Membership Appointments  

Angela Anderson presented the proposed memberships appointments and 
membership category adjustments for the Marais des Cygnes, Neosho, Upper 
Smoky and Verdigris Regional Advisory Committees. 

Motion No. 06-10-02 It was moved by Peter Loecke and seconded by David Stroberg for the Kansas 
Water Authority to approve the proposed membership appointments and 
membership category adjustments for the Marais des Cygnes, Neosho, Upper 
Smoky Hill and Verdigris Regional Advisory Committees. Motion carried with no 
dissenting votes. Information found in meeting materials. 

WATER PROGRAM TASK FORCE ENGAGEMENT: 
RAC Feedback for KWA   

Victoria Asbury presented RAC feedback and a draft letter to the Water Program 
Task Force. 

Darci Meese gave a shoutout to the RACs for putting the feedback together so 
quickly. 



Gary Janzen said an executive summary would be useful to highlight the common 
themes. 

Darci Meese proposed three paragraphs to add to the letter. She said she does not 
think there is an issue with the structure of water planning. The RACs are providing 
priorities and projects and that is great headway. 

Jean Steiner said she was concerned about the reduction of local input in the Task 
Force proposals and supported the additional language to the Task Force letter. 

Allan Soetaert said there is passion at the local level, and he would hate to see that 
passion lost. 

David Stroberg agreed. He said the KWA and RACs represent a diverse group of 
water stakeholders and have passionate people involved. He said local control is 
important. 

Carolyn McGinn said there was a gap in communication between the RACs and 
Legislature. There is no one carrying the message of the priorities and projects and 
the outcome of money put to it. 

Motion No. 06-10-03 It was moved by Lynn Goossen and seconded by Jean Steiner for the Kansas 
Water Authority to approve the proposed letter to send to the Water Program Task 
Force with the proposed language from Darci Meese and for the KWO to work with 
the KWA Chair to finalize the letter. Motion carried with no dissenting votes. 
Information found in meeting materials. 

FY 2028 STATE WATER PLAN FUND BUDGET RECOMMENDATION PROCESS: 
Victoria Asbury presented an overview of the FY 2028 State Water Plan Fund 
Budget Recommendation Process. 

Peter Loecke suggested including something about data centers in the materials put 
together by the KWA. 

Brant Peterson said he would like to see funding for agencies for LEMAs. 

Dawn Buehler wanted to see additional funding for nitrates and groundwater. 

RESERVOIR PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY COMMITTEE: 
CY2027 Water Marketing Rate  

Richard Rockel presented the CY2027 proposed water marketing rate. 

Motion No. 06-10-04 It was moved by Allan Soetaert and seconded by Jean Steiner to give approval for 
the Kansas Water Authority to set the CY2-27 Water Marketing rate at $0.559/1000 
gallons. Motion carried with no dissenting votes. Information found in meeting 
materials. 

FEDERAL UPDATES: 
USGS Agreements  

Richard Rockel presented the proposed USGS agreements. 

Motion No. 06-10-05 It was moved by Allen Roth and seconded by Allan Soetaert for the Kansas Water 



Authority to give approval for the Director to enter into agreements with the U.S. 
Geological Survey for the Streamgaging Network, Kansas River Water Quality 
Monitoring, Reservoir Sediment Monitoring Network, Milford Reservoir and Clay 
Center Real-Time Water Quality Monitoring, and Tuttle Creek Water Injection 
Dredging Monitoring – Phase 2. Motion carried with no dissenting votes. 
Information found in meeting 

LIVESTOCK WASTEWATER RECLAMATION/REUSE PRESENTATION: 
Frank Mecurio gave a presentation on livestock wastewater reclamation and reuse. 

KWA EX-OFFICIO AGENCY UPDATES: 
Jay Kalbas gave an update for the Kansas Geological Survey. 

Josh McGinn gave an update for the Kansas Department of Agriculture. 

Kate Gleeson gave an update for the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment. 

Ryan Hoffman gave an update for the Kansas Corporation Commission. 

Earl Lewis gave an update for the Division of Water Resources. 

Sara Baer gave an update for the Kansas Biological Survey. 

Steve Frost gave an update for Kansas Division of Conservation. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:    Matt Unruh reported for the Kansas Water Office. 

NEW BUSINESS:            No new business. 

ADJOURNMENT:  Dawn Buehler adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. 

Dawn Buehler, Chair Carolyn McGinn, Secretary 



MEMO 

DATE: 
TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 

August 12, 2026 
Kansas Water Authority 
Dawn Buehler, KWA Operations Committee Chair 
Regional Advisory Committee Membership & 
Message  

900 SW Jackson Street 
Topeka, KS  66612 
Phone: (785) 296-3185  
Fax: (785) 296-0878 
www.kwo.ks.gov  

The KWA Operations Committee met on July 30th, 2026, via Teams.  Recommendations from this meeting 
include the following topics: 

• RAC Membership
o 1 New Membership Application for the Verdigris Regional Advisory Committee

RAC Membership 
The Committee reviewed and discussed the 1 membership application received for the Verdigris Regional 
Advisory Committee (RAC). The following membership recommendation was approved by the Operations 
Committee: 

• Recommend Lucas O’Connor to be considered for the WRAPS Representative category on the
Verdigris RAC with term expiration of June 2029.

The Kansas Water Office recommends that the Kansas Water Authority approve the proposed membership appointment for the 
Verdigris Regional Advisory Committee. 

RAC Messages 

Kansas RAC Message: 
“The Kansas Regional Advisory Committee (“RAC”) appreciates the efforts of the Kansas Legislature and 
Governor to meet the 21st century water challenges in Kansas.  

We agree with the need to strengthen communication among all parts of the state water policy network and to 
ultimately streamline the processes between elected legislators and executive-branch and agency officials; this 
is where the Legislative Water Program Task Force should focus its efforts 

We respectfully urge that the Regional Advisory Committee system be retained substantially in its present form 
in any proposals. The RAC system operates today with broad, diverse, well-informed, locally engaged and 
committed representation. Volunteer members take their advisory responsibilities seriously and do so with an 
eye not only on their region and constituencies, but on behalf of the entire state. Consolidation or elimination of 
the present structure would deprive state leaders of the eyes and ears of over 150 committed and educated 
citizen advisors and advocates that provide the grassroots perspective. This structure creates buy-in and 
support for the State Water Plan and any subsequent projects. For example, the Kansas RAC has advocated 

http://www.kwo.ks.gov/


support for the Water Injection Dredging (WID) project, that was recently completed at Tuttle Creek Lake, and 
the hiring of the Statewide Water Education and Outreach Position.  

We respectfully urge the Kansas Water Authority to share these perspectives with the Legislative Water 
Program Task Force and to continue to support our successful Regional Advisory Committee system.” 

Bill Heatherman, Public Utility - Manhattan, KS (Chair) 
Glenn Brunkow, Agriculture – Westmoreland, KS (Vice Chair) 
Leslie Holthaus, Conservation/Environment – Beattle, KS 
Michelle Probasco, Water Assurance District – Olathe, KS 
Laura Hines, Industry/Commerce – Lawrence, KS 
Joseph Rupnick, Tribal Representative – Mayetta, KS 
Daniel Howell, Agriculture – Frankfort, KS 
Sarah Hill-Nelson, Industry/Commerce – Lawrence, KS 
Russell Plaschka, At Large Public – Wamego, KS 
Marlene Bosworth, Conservation/Environment – Sabetha, KS 
Colin Stalter, At Large Public – Gardner, KS 
Ellen Parker, Public Water Supply – Mission, KS 
Zac Krieder, Fish, Wildlife & Recreation – Wamego, KS 

Background: 
The Kansas RAC convened on July 15, 2026, where they voted 11-0 to send a message to the Kansas Water 
Authority (KWA). Two RAC members were not in attendance at this meeting. At this meeting, the Kansas RAC 
received an update regarding the recent activity and proposals of the Legislative Water Program Task Force and 
related Water Working Group. This message expresses the RAC’s desire for the Kansas Water Authority to 
advocate for the continuation of the present Regional Advisory Committee structure and highlights the 
contributions that present Kansas RAC members feel are beneficial to the state. The need for this message was 
prompted by the concerns raised by the Kansas RAC after reviewing the Work Group’s proposals that were 
presented to the Water Program Task Force. RAC members felt that it was necessary to send this message to the 
Kansas Water Authority to convey their stance on the issues raised and further elevate the value that the RACs 
bring to the overall state water planning process. In addition to the above message, the Kansas RAC wanted to 
highlight the diverse backgrounds, expertise and locations of the members that allow for a multitude of 
perspectives to be represented within this region. Listed below are the names, representation and location of the 
current members of the Kansas RAC. 

Proposed Response:  
The Kansas Water Authority (KWA) thanks the Kansas Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) for their message 
and continued attention to the matters of the Legislative Water Program Task Force and the Water Working 
Group. Due to the fact that the KWA recently sent a letter communicating a similar message as the Kansas 
RAC’s to the Task Force, the KWA did not want to reduce the value of either message by being repetitive. The 
Kansas Water Authority encourages its members to engage directly with Task Force Members to communicate 
the importance of the Regional Advisory Committees’ contributions to the State water planning structure and 
further understand how the KWA’s and RACs’ actions can be more impactful in the future.  

Upper Republican RAC Message: 
“The Upper Republican Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) would like to express its sincere appreciation and 
gratitude to the Kansas Water Authority (KWA) for its continued support of and commitment to all fourteen 
Regional Advisory Committees. We appreciate your dedication to ensuring that regional perspectives and 
priorities are considered in the state's water planning and decision-making processes. Your recognition of the 
importance of local input strengthens collaboration and helps ensure that water management strategies reflect 
the unique needs and priorities of communities across Kansas.” 



Background:  
The Upper Republican Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) met on June 29th in Colby at the Northwest 
Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 4. During this meeting the RAC discussed their wish to send a 
message to the KWA expressing thanks for what they do and the support they show for local input and the 
RACs.  

Proposed Response: 
The Kansas Water Authority would like to thank the Upper Republican RAC for its thoughtful message of 
appreciation. We sincerely appreciate the time, effort, and dedication that you, and all the RACs, contribute to 
Kansas water issues. 

The Kansas Water Office requests the Kansas Water Authority approve the proposed responses to the Kansas and Upper 
Republican Regional Advisory Committees. 

FY 2028 State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendation Process 
Each August, the Kansas Water Authority makes recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature on State 
Water Plan Fund (SWPF) budget recommendations. The SWPF is a dedicated fund for water projects and 
programs in the state. Its primary revenue sources are transfers from the State General Fund and the Economic 
Development Initiatives Fund and statutory fees. This revenue totals approximately $40 million per year.  
To aid with these recommendations, the Kansas Water Office has prepared this memo and a table with information 
on the SWPF. Some informational notes: 

• FY 2027 Approved Base Budget: This column is equal to the FY 2027 (current fiscal year) base budget.
• Draft FY 2028 Base Budget: This column reflects draft FY 2028 base budget with adjustments to fund

some RAC and legislative priorities from within current appropriations.
• Proposed Base Budget Adjustment (FY27 to FY28): Tracks the changes to FY 2028 base budget

adjustments to fund some priorities within current appropriations.
• FY 2028 Potential Additional Funding Rec (Existing Resources): Funding for these items would utilize

available funding from the ending balance of the State Water Plan Fund.
• FY 2028 Potential Additional Funding Rec (New Funding Source): Funding for these items would require

additional revenue to the SWPF or rearranging existing funding within the SWPF.

The Kansas Water Office requests the KWA adopt State Water Plan Fund FY 2028 expenditure recommendations as shown in 
the provided table.  These recommendations assume base-level funding from FY 2027 and also recommend additional revenue 

be allocated to the State Water Plan Fund for FY 2028. 



Members with Current Terms 
Name City Category Term 
John Garris (Chair) Independence, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 
John Black (Vice-chair) Howard, KS Agriculture 2 2027 
Pamela Walker  Altoona, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2029 
Doug Blex Independence, KS Conservation/Environment 2 2027 
Ronald Smith Fredonia, KS Industry/Commerce 2 2029 
Brian Graff Neodesha, KS Agriculture (cc) 2027 
John Ditmore Coffeyville, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2027 
Ken McNickle Mound Valley, KS Public Water Supply 2 2029 
Keila Sherman Madison, KS Conservation/Environment 3 2027 
Ben Brubaker Coffeyville, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029 
Michael Hall Coffeyville, KS Local Government 2029 
Richard Felts Liberty, KS At Large Public 2 2029 
VACANT WRAPS 2027 
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RAC FY 2028 SWPF Budget Recommendations 

KWA Operations Committee 

In June and July 2026, the fourteen Regional Advisory Committees (RACs) met to discuss 
regional water resource priorities and provide recommendations for development of the Fiscal 
Year 2028 (FY28) State Water Plan Budget (Attachments B-D).  

The three KWA topical committees then each met to review the RAC FY28 SWPF budget 
recommendations and provide feedback on the committee’s top priorities from the RAC 
recommendations, as well as any additional priorities they wanted to highlight for the KWA 
Operations Committee (Attachment A).  

After reviewing the RAC recommendations and topical committee feedback, it is requested the 
KWA Operations Committee discuss the following questions and provide SWPF budget 
recommendations to the Kansas Water Authority. 

• How do identified priority recommendations align with KWA Budget Guidelines?
• Statutory obligations, contractual obligations, emerging issues,

geographic balance, hydrological balance, cost share considerations
• How do identified priority recommendations align with Legislative Priorities?
• Could any recommendations be covered by existing funding? (Agency Input)
• What are Operations Committee’s top priorities for unobligated State Water Plan Fund

monies?
• What are Operations Committee’s top priorities for enhancement recommendations?

• What is the appropriate amount of additional funding to recommend?

Attachment A (pp. 2-6)  
KWA Topical Committee Feedback on RAC Recommendations 

Attachment B (pp. 7-12)  
Summarized RAC FY28 SWPF Budget Recommendations 

Attachment C (pp. 13-19) 
Full RAC FY28 SWPF Budget Recommendations 

Attachment D (p. 20) 
RAC Project Funding Priorities (March 2026) 



Attachment A 

KWA Topical Committee Feedback on RAC Recommendations 
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High Plains Aquifer and Water Supply Topical Committee 

Specific RAC recommendations supported: 

• $200,000 enhancement for KGS AWQUA enhanced partnerships pilot program
o Cimarron, Great Bend Prairie, Marais des Cygnes, Missouri, Red Hills,

Solomon-Republican, Upper Arkansas, Upper Republican
• $2,500,000 for a livestock wastewater reclamation project

o Cimarron, Upper Arkansas, Upper Smoky Hill
• Develop and implement a multi-regional Eastern Red Cedar pilot

o Equus-Walnut, Red Hills, Solomon-Republican
• Irrigation/water system efficiency through continued support for DOC/GMD ITI (+KWI

Master Irrigator), and $500,000 enhancement for KWO WISE CISA
o Cimarron, Equus-Walnut, Upper Smoky Hill

• Expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program
o Cimarron, Upper Arkansas, Upper Republican

• $10,000,000 enhancement for implementation of the LEMA action plan, including
expansion of the HPA Index Well Program, phreatophyte removal, and assistance to
individuals for the transition to reduced water use.

o Upper Arkansas
• Assistance/incentives to landowners/producers to implement water conservation

o Upper Republican

General topical feedback: 

• The KWA HPA/WS Topical Committee would like more information at a future KWA
meeting about how state cost-share funding is allocated and distributed, including how
implementation is verified and what accountability or penalties exist for failure to
implement.
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Water Quality Topical Committee 

Specific RAC recommendations supported: 

• The committee is generally supportive of all the RAC water quality recommendations but 
acknowledges the resource limitations that may prevent some of the needs from being 
addressed this year. 

• $200,000 enhancement for KGS AWQUA enhanced partnerships pilot program 

• $500,000 (x4 = $2,000,000 total) of Water Planning & Project Development for regional 
planning efforts 

• Encourage leveraging of watershed BMP funding for federal cost share. 

• Funding for a livestock wastewater reclamation project to match cost-share. 

• Feasibility study on oxbow restoration for sediment and nutrient reductions. 

 

General topical feedback: 

• Policy recommendation for KWO to assess what other states in the region are doing to 
address groundwater quality issues that could be implemented in Kansas. 

• Develop a groundwater quality education program, emphasizing public health impacts. 

• Information request for a KWO presentation on the education/outreach plan. 

• Information request from KDHE on where EPA funding was used in Kansas. 
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Ranked Feedback from Reservoir/PWS Committee on RACs Budget Recommendations 

1. Support for Reservoir Sediment Management 

• Multiple RACs (Kansas, Marais des Cygnes, Neosho, Smoky Hill-Saline, Verdigris) 
request significant funding for reservoir sediment management initiatives to maintain 
critical storage capacity. 

• Feedback: Maintain and, where possible, expand funding for sediment management 
projects, especially those that leverage federal cost-share opportunities and support long-
term storage infrastructure. 

• Need ways to document and measure successes of investments – support continuation 
of funding 

• Need more specificity on projects or potential outcomes 
• Is this enough funding level? 
• Example: The $1.5 million budget line for KWO Reservoir Sediment Management 

Initiatives is a strong, actionable recommendation. 

2. Regional Planning and Project Development Funding -- Emphasize Long-Term Water 
Supply Security and Resiliency 

• Many RACs (e.g., Kansas, Smoky Hill-Saline, Solomon-Republican, Upper Smoky Hill, 
Verdigris) recommend funding for regional planning efforts and infrastructure 
evaluations. This is a strength and should be encouraged. 

• Development of ranked projects and project pipeline development 
• Feedback: Continue prioritizing regional planning and infrastructure assessments that 

address both current and future water supply needs, including interconnections between 
public water supplies to enhance resiliency. 

• Current State: Multiple RACs (Kansas, Smoky Hill-Saline, Solomon-Republican, 
Upper Smoky Hill) request $500,000 for regional planning to evaluate water management 
needs and solutions. 

• Gaps: These recommendations are broad and do not specify deliverables, timelines, or 
how outcomes will be measured. 

• Actionable Improvement: 
o Specify deliverables (e.g., "Complete a regional water supply plan with prioritized 

project list and cost estimates by June 2028"). 
o Define stakeholder engagement process and milestones. 
o Include metrics such as number of public meetings held, number of projects 

prioritized, or percentage of regional water needs addressed. 
o Example: Verdigris RAC's focus on evaluating interconnection possibilities for 

public water supplies is a model for other regions.  
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3. Enhance Technical Assistance and Education & Education and Outreach Funding 

• Current State: Several RACs (Kansas, Red Hills, Great Bend Prairie) call for increased 
funding for education and outreach but do not specify target audiences, content, or 
expected outcomes. 

• Gaps: Lack of clarity on what educational materials will be developed, how outreach 
effectiveness will be measured, or which behaviors are targeted for change. 

• Actionable Improvement: 
o Define target audiences (e.g., irrigators, municipal water users, students). 
o Set measurable goals (e.g., "Reach 5,000 stakeholders with BMP adoption 

workshops; increase BMP adoption by 20% in 2 years"). 
o Specify content to be developed (e.g., fact sheets, videos, demonstration events). 

• Many RACs request funding for technical assistance, education, and outreach to support 
implementation of best management practices (BMPs) and stakeholder engagement. 

• Feedback: Maintain or increase funding for technical assistance and education, as these 
are essential for successful project implementation and long-term behavioral change. 

• Lacking specificity 
• Example: Missouri RAC's recommendation to double the budget for Water Resources 

Cost Share and Non-Point Source Resources Cost Share supports this goal. 

4. Leave to WQ Committee -- Water Quality Data Collection and Remediation -- Address 
Water Quality and Treatment Needs 

• Current State: Many RACs (Cimarron, Great Bend Prairie, Upper Arkansas, Upper 
Republican, Red Hills) recommend funding for groundwater quality data collection and 
remediation but do not specify sampling locations, frequency, or remediation targets. 

• Gaps: Unclear how many samples will be collected, what contaminants are prioritized, or 
what constitutes successful remediation. 

• Actionable Improvement: 
o Set sampling targets (e.g., "Collect 100 groundwater samples per region annually 

for nitrate and uranium analysis"). 
o Define remediation goals (e.g., "Reduce nitrate concentrations below 10 mg/L in 

80% of sampled wells within 5 years"). 
o Outline steps for outreach, data reporting, and follow-up actions. 

• Several RACs highlight water quality concerns (e.g., Upper Arkansas, Great Bend 
Prairie, Upper Republican) and propose funding for water quality data collection, 
treatment, and remediation. 

• Feedback: Ensure that budget recommendations include robust support for water quality 
monitoring, data collection, and treatment solutions, especially for contaminants affecting 
public water supplies (e.g., nitrates, uranium, salinity). 

• Need more specifics on project (KGS AWQUA?) 
• Example: Upper Arkansas RAC's call for assistance to communities for water treatment 

measures and remediation is critical for public health. 
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Should be General State policy --  Leverage Partnerships and Federal Funding 

• RACs frequently mention leveraging existing state and federal programs (e.g., KRPI, 
WRAPS, RCPP) to maximize impact. 

• Feedback: Continue to prioritize projects that can leverage additional funding and 
partnerships, and clearly identify these opportunities in budget recommendations. 

• Good policy and should be a focus for state 
• WRDA 2026– Sediment Management Cost Share Pilot Program in House, but not in 

Senate version 

Leave to HPA Committee-- Invest in Water Reuse and Conservation Technologies 

• There is growing interest in water reuse (e.g., Equus-Walnut, Upper Smoky Hill, 
Cimarron) and conservation technologies for both municipal and livestock uses. 

• Feedback: Encourage continued and increased investment in pilot projects and 
regulatory support for water reuse, reclamation, and advanced treatment technologies that 
reduce reliance on groundwater and extend existing supplies. 

• EW – rec for reuse regulations for potable reuse IPR/DPR  
• what needs does KDHE have to fulfill statutory charge for regulations development.  
• Example: The $2.5 million livestock wastewater reclamation pilot project is an 

innovative approach that could be replicated in other regions. 

Recommendations Needing More Clarity, Metrics, and Actionable Items 

Multi-Regional Woody Encroachment Removal Pilot Projects 

• Current State: Several RACs (Equus-Walnut, Red Hills, Solomon-Republican) 
recommend pilot projects to evaluate the effects of woody encroachment removal (e.g., 
Eastern Red Cedar) on water availability, soil moisture, and groundwater levels. 

• Gaps: These proposals lack clear metrics for success (e.g., target acreage, expected water 
yield increase, timeline), specific implementation steps, and defined partners or roles. 

• Actionable Improvement: 
o Define the number of acres to be treated and the expected increase in water yield 

or soil moisture. 
o Set a timeline for project phases (e.g., site selection, removal, monitoring). 
o Identify lead agencies and partners (e.g., conservation districts, universities). 
o Example metric: "Remove 1,000 acres of Eastern Red Cedar in priority sub-

basins, monitor groundwater response for 3 years, and report annual changes in 
soil moisture and streamflow." 

 

 

 

 



Attachment B 

Summarized RAC FY28 SWPF Budget Recommendations 
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* Indicates variation in RAC recommendation language. Full recommendation text for 
each RAC is included in Attachment C. 
 
Recommendation Topic: ■ = Reservoir/PWS, ■ = Water Quality, ■ = HPA/Water Supply 

■ ■ 

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, Groundwater 
Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that will assist the 
KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders and students, recruiting participants, 
and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the KGS, analyzed, 
incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage of groundwater 
quality data.  
• Cimarron* 

Included expansion of the HPA Index Well Program 
and need for significant future funding for water 
quality issues. 

• Great Bend Prairie* 
Included need for significant future funding for water 
quality outreach, data collection, a potential pilot study, and remediation. 

• Marais des Cygnes 
• Missouri 
• Red Hills* 

Included a broader recommendation for data collection and monitoring, including stream 
gaging, significant future water quality funding needs, and conservation. 

• Solomon-Republican* 
Included need for significant future funding for water quality outreach, data collection, a 
potential pilot study, and remediation.  

• Upper Arkansas* 
Included improper well construction and sealing; improper plugging of abandoned wells; 
poor water quality coming across state lines; and outreach, site identification, and water 
quality data collection within high salinity and uranium contaminated areas of the Upper 
Arkansas River corridor to improve localized modeling resolution in areas of water quality 
concern identified by the existing KGS groundwater model and assist in design of 
groundwater treatment options. 

• Upper Republican* 
Included need for significant future funding for water quality outreach, data collection, a 
potential pilot study, and remediation. 
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■ ■  

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such 
as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, major rehab or feasibility 
studies, collection of baseline in-reservoir and downstream data, and/or any other in-lake 
sediment management strategies identified by regional planning processes. 
• Kansas*   

Noted a priority for leveraging federal cost share, 
detailed use of funding to develop long-term sediment 
management plans to maintain critical reservoir 
storage, and specified Tuttle Creek Lake and Perry 
Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility Studies. 

• Marais des Cygnes 
• Neosho*  

Specified Council Grove Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility Study. 
• Smoky Hill-Saline*  

Specified Kanopolis Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility Study. 

• Verdigris* 
Specified Elk City Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility Study. 

■ ■ ■ 

• Funding for watershed BMPs, including leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects for 
cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would increase overall funding available for 
BMPs in the region. 
• Kansas*  

Specified Tuttle Creek and Perry Lakes KRPI eligible 
areas. Included support for other BMP programs 
(water resources cost share, technical assistance) and 
specific BMPs (management of state and federally-
owned lands adjacent to reservoirs, conservation 
along riparian areas, buffer strips, streambank 
stabilization, alternative mechanisms (watershed dams) to address sedimentation). 

• Marais des Cygnes* 
Specified Pomona and Hillsdale Lakes KRPI eligible areas. 

• Neosho* 
Specified John Redmond Reservoir KRPI eligible area. 
Smoky Hill-Saline* 
Specified Kanopolis Lake KRPI eligible area. 
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■ ■ ■ 

• $40,000 enhancement for the Cheney Lake WRAPS program, which is anticipated will be 
leveraged for $80,000-100,000 of total funding, to implement 5-7 BMP projects for nutrient 
and sediment management, such as cover crops, cropland to grassland transition, riparian 
fencing, and alternative livestock watering projects.  
• Great Bend Prairie 

■ ■ ■ 

• Continue and increase funding for Best Management Practice (BMP) Implementation through 
existing funding mechanisms within the State Water Plan Fund (WRAPS and Cost Share). The 
recommendation would be to double the FY2027 budget for Water Resources Cost Share and 
Non-Point Source Resources Cost Share.  
• Missouri 

■ ■  

• Funding for a feasibility study for oxbow restoration work to reduce downstream 
sedimentation and nutrient concentrations in the Neosho Basin, specifically upstream of John 
Redmond Reservoir, that uses potential oxbow reconnection sites identified via LiDAR and the 
Agricultural Conservation Planning Framework to determine potential or modeled sediment 
load reduction, assess overall sediment reduction on site, analyze impacts to downstream 
nutrient loading potential, and estimates projected engineering and construction costs to 
evaluate cost efficiencies as compared to existing instream infrastructure projects historically 
implemented in the watershed. 
• Neosho 

■ ■ ■ 

• Continue funding or increase funding for aid to conservation districts and conservation 
education.  
• Verdigris 

■ ■ ■ 

• Increase funding for education. 
• Kansas* 

Included a recommendation to dramatically increase funding for broad-based education and 
media outreach that would reach all Kansans within a broader BMP recommendation.  

• Red Hills* 
Included a specific recommendation for expansion of the QR code trail project beyond the 
current pilot in the Red Hills, noting that without knowledge, actions don’t change. 
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■ ■ ■ 

• $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for a regional planning effort to 
evaluate water management needs and solutions, including water quantity, water quality, and 
water supply infrastructure considerations.  
($2,000,000 total funding recommendation for four regional planning efforts) 
• Kansas*  

Specified a Kansas RAC regional planning effort and 
detailed use of funding to develop water management 
strategies for long-term water supply security and 
create prioritized project lists with cost estimates. 

• Smoky Hill-Saline* 
Specified a Smoky Hill-Saline regional planning effort. 

• Solomon-Republican* 
Specified a Solomon-Republican regional planning effort, and noted the RAC is particularly 
focused on sustaining and restoring groundwater resources.  

• Upper Smoky Hill*  
Specified an Upper Smoky Hill regional planning effort that is closely coordinated with the 
RAC and incorporates stakeholder feedback (GMD1). 

■ ■ ■ 

• $10 million increase to State Water Infrastructure Grant for addressing technical assistance 
and water project needs.  
• Missouri 

■ ■ 

• Water planning and project development for resiliency and long-term water supply planning, 
including funding for expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Monitoring Network. 
• Upper Republican 

■   

• Resiliency within Public Water Supplies- interconnection for PWS to different water sources. 
Evaluation of interconnection possibilities. 
• Verdigris 
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■ 

• Funding to improve irrigation and water systems efficiency through continued support for the 
DOC/GMD ITI program within GMDs, and a $500,000 enhancement for the KWO WISE CISA 
program to complete ~50 additional irrigation system assessments outside of the contiguous 
GMD/ITI boundaries ($250,000), as well as ~50 additional livestock and dairy water system 
assessments throughout the state ($250,000).  

• Cimarron* 
Included continued support for the KWI Master 
Irrigator program and a broader funding 
recommendation to support BMP implementation and 
technical assistance through water resource cost-
share, aid to conservation districts, and water use 
reduction initiatives (e.g. a water buy-back program). 

• Equus-Walnut 
• Upper Smoky Hill* 

Included continued support for the KWI Master Irrigator program. 

■ 

• Increase support for technical assistance through funding and partnerships, including the 
Irrigation Technology Initiative (ITI) program. 

• Great Bend Prairie 

■ ■ 

• $2,500,000 for a full-scale livestock wastewater reclamation project in western Kansas that 
utilizes a modular treatment system capable of producing approximately 200 gpm of treated 
water to be reused by the facility, in place of groundwater pumped from the aquifer, for 
livestock drinking water, feed preparation and/or sanitation processes. 
• Cimarron* 

Included a broader recommendation for increased 
funding for crop and livestock research. 

• Upper Arkansas* 
Included broader recommendation to increase funding 
for municipal and livestock water reclamation 
projects to investigate other additional conservation programs beyond water use reduction to 
help address water declines. 

• Upper Smoky Hill* 
Included a recommendation for a new, dedicated budget line. 
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■ ■ ■ 

• Continue to support funding for KDHE efforts, specifically for expedited development of direct 
potable water reuse regulations and Equus Beds/Burrton chloride plume remediation. 
• Equus-Walnut 

■ 

• Expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program 
• Cimmaron* 

Included in a broader funding recommendation for 
KGS research and data collection. 

• Upper Arkansas* 
Included in a broader funding recommendation for a 
$10,000,000 enhancement for implementation of the 
LEMA action plan. 

• Upper Republican* 
Included a broader recommendation for water planning and project development for 
resiliency and long-term water supply planning. 

■ 

• Develop and implement a multi-regional pilot project in south-central Kansas to evaluate the 
effects of woody encroachment removal, specifically Eastern Red Cedar, on water availability, 
soil moisture, and groundwater levels. 

• Equus-Walnut 
• Red Hills 
• Solomon-Republican 
 
 

■ 

• $10,000,000 enhancement for implementation of the LEMA action plan, including expansion 
of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program, phreatophyte removal, and assistance to 
individuals for the transition to reduced water use. 
• Upper Arkansas 

■ 

• Cost share, financial assistance, and incentives to landowners/producers to implement 
conservation and water saving practices. 
• Upper Republican 



Attachment C 

Full RAC FY 2028 SWPF Budget Recommendations   
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Cimarron 

• Increased funding for crop and livestock research, including $2,500,000 for a full-scale 
livestock wastewater reclamation project in western Kansas that utilizes a modular treatment 
system capable of producing approximately 200 gpm of treated water to be reused by the 
facility, in place of groundwater pumped from the aquifer, for livestock drinking water, feed 
preparation and/or sanitation processes. 

• Funding for effective water and land management by supporting BMP implementation and 
technical assistance through water resource cost-share and aid to conservation districts; water 
use reduction initiatives, such as a water buy-back program; and improving irrigation and 
water systems efficiency through continued support for the KWI Master Irrigator program, 
DOC/GMD ITI program within GMDs, and a $500,000 enhancement for the KWO WISE 
CISA program to complete ~50 additional irrigation system assessments outside of the 
contiguous GMD/ITI boundaries ($250,000), as well as ~50 additional livestock and dairy 
water system assessments throughout the state ($250,000). 

• Increased funding for KGS research and data, including expansion of the High Plains Aquifer 
Index Well Program and a $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch 
an enhanced partnerships pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory 
Committees, Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation 
Districts) that will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders, 
recruiting participants, and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent 
to the KGS, analyzed, incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide 
coverage of groundwater quality data. Significant future funding will be needed to support 
education and outreach, continued data collection and expansion of water quality data 
coverage, pursuit of a pilot study through RCPP or another opportunity, and ultimately, 
complete the remediation necessary to solve water quality issues in the region. 

Equus-Walnut 

• Develop and implement a multi-regional pilot project in south-central Kansas to evaluate the 
effects of woody encroachment removal, specifically Eastern Red Cedar, on water 
availability, soil moisture, and groundwater levels. 

• Funding to improve irrigation and water systems efficiency through continued support for the 
DOC/GMD ITI program within GMDs, and a $500,000 enhancement for the KWO WISE 
CISA program to complete ~50 additional irrigation system assessments outside of the 
contiguous GMD/ITI boundaries ($250,000), as well as ~50 additional livestock and dairy 
water system assessments throughout the state ($250,000).  

• Continue to support funding for KDHE efforts, specifically for expedited development of 
direct potable water reuse regulations and Equus Beds/Burrton chloride plume remediation. 
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Great Bend Prairie 

• $40,000 enhancement for the Cheney Lake WRAPS program, which is anticipated will be 
leveraged for $80,000-100,000 of total funding, to implement 5-7 BMP projects for nutrient 
and sediment management, such as cover crops, cropland to grassland transition, riparian 
fencing, and alternative livestock watering projects.  

• Increase support for technical assistance through funding and partnerships, including the 
Irrigation Technology Initiative (ITI) program. 

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders, recruiting participants, 
and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the KGS, analyzed, 
incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage of groundwater 
quality data. Significant future funding will be needed to support education and outreach, 
continued data collection and expansion of water quality data coverage, pursuit of a pilot 
study through RCPP or another opportunity, and ultimately, complete the remediation 
necessary to solve water quality issues in the region. 

Kansas 

• $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for a Kansas RAC regional 
planning effort to evaluate current and future water management needs and solutions, 
including water quantity, water quality, and water supply infrastructure considerations, to 
determine recommended water management strategies for long-term water supply security 
and create prioritized project lists with cost estimates. 

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used, with a priority on leveraging federal cost share, to develop and implement long-term 
reservoir sediment management plans for maintaining critical reservoir storage by 
opportunistically supporting efforts, such as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction 
Demonstration, Tuttle Creek Lake and Perry Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility 
Studies, collection of baseline in-reservoir and downstream data, and/or any other in-lake 
sediment management strategies identified by ongoing regional planning processes.  

• Increase funding for watershed BMPs, including water resources cost share, technical 
assistance, management of state and federally-owned lands adjacent to reservoirs, 
conservation and stewardship of resources along riparian areas (buffer strips, streambank 
stabilization), alternative mechanisms (watershed dams) to address sedimentation, and 
leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects (Tuttle Creek Lake and Perry Lake) for 
cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would increase overall funding available for 
BMPs in the region. And dramatically increase funding for broad-based education and media 
outreach that would reach all Kansans. 
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Marais des Cygnes 

• Funding for watershed BMPs, including leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects 
(Pomona and Hillsdale Lakes) for cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would 
increase overall funding available for BMPs in the region. 

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such 
as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, major rehab or feasibility 
studies, collection of baseline in-reservoir and downstream data, and/or any other in-lake 
sediment management strategies identified by regional planning processes. 

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders and students, recruiting 
participants, and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the 
KGS, analyzed, incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage 
of groundwater quality data. 

Missouri 

• Continue and increase funding for Best Management Practice (BMP) Implementation 
through existing funding mechanisms within the State Water Plan Fund (WRAPS and State 
Cost Share). The recommendation would be to double the FY2027 budget for Water 
Resources Cost Share and Non-Point Source Resources Cost Share.  

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders and students, recruiting 
participants, and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the 
KGS, analyzed, incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage 
of groundwater quality data. 

• $10 million increase to State Water Infrastructure Grant for addressing technical assistance 
and water project needs.  

Neosho 

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such 
as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, John Redmond Reservoir and 
Council Grove Lake Major Rehabilitation or Feasibility Studies, collection of baseline in-
reservoir and downstream data, and/or any other in-lake sediment management strategies 
identified by ongoing regional planning processes. 
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• Funding for a feasibility study for oxbow restoration work to reduce downstream 
sedimentation and nutrient concentrations in the Neosho Basin, specifically upstream of John 
Redmond Reservoir, that uses potential oxbow reconnection sites identified via LiDAR and 
the Agricultural Conservation Planning Framework to determine potential or modeled 
sediment load reduction, assess overall sediment reduction on site, analyze impacts to 
downstream nutrient loading potential, and estimates projected engineering and construction 
costs to evaluate cost efficiencies as compared to existing instream infrastructure projects 
historically implemented in the watershed. 

• Funding for watershed BMPs, including leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects 
(John Redmond Reservoir) for cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would 
increase overall funding available for BMPs in the region. 

Red Hills 

• Increase funding for education, including expansion of the QR code trail project beyond the 
current pilot in the Red Hills. Without knowledge, actions don’t change. 

• Develop and implement a multi-regional pilot project in south-central Kansas to evaluate the 
effects of woody encroachment removal, specifically Eastern Red Cedar, on water 
availability, soil moisture, and groundwater levels. 

• Increase funding for data collection and monitoring, particularly stream gaging and water 
quality. Water quality also ties into conservation - the more water you have, water quality 
improves. $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced 
partnerships pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders, recruiting participants, 
and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the KGS, analyzed, 
incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage of groundwater 
quality data. Significant future funding will be needed to support education and outreach, 
continued data collection and expansion of water quality data coverage, pursuit of a pilot 
study through RCPP or another opportunity, and ultimately, complete the remediation 
necessary to solve water quality issues in the region. 

Smoky Hill-Saline 

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such 
as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, Kanopolis Lake Major 
Rehabilitation or Feasibility Study, collection of baseline in-reservoir and downstream data, 
and/or any other in-lake sediment management strategies identified by ongoing regional 
planning processes. 
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• Funding for watershed BMPs, including leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects 
(Kanopolis Lake) for cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would increase overall 
funding available for BMPs in the region. 

• $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for a Smoky Hill-Saline 
regional planning effort to evaluate current and future water management needs and 
solutions, including water quantity, water quality, and water supply infrastructure 
considerations. 

Solomon-Republican 

• $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for a Solomon-Republican 
regional planning effort to evaluate water management needs and solutions, including water 
quantity, water quality, and water supply infrastructure considerations. The Solomon-
Republican RAC is particularly focused on sustaining and restoring groundwater resources.  

•  Develop and implement a multi-regional pilot project in south-central Kansas to evaluate the 
effects of woody encroachment removal, specifically Eastern Red Cedar, on water 
availability, soil moisture, and groundwater levels. 

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders, recruiting participants, 
and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the KGS, analyzed, 
incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage of groundwater 
quality data. Significant future funding will be needed to support education and outreach, 
continued data collection and expansion of water quality data coverage, pursuit of a pilot 
study through RCPP or another opportunity, and ultimately, complete the remediation 
necessary to solve water quality issues in the region. 

Upper Arkansas 

• $10,000,000 enhancement for implementation of the LEMA action plan, including expansion 
of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program, phreatophyte removal, and assistance to 
individuals for the transition to reduced water use. 

• Address water quality concerns, including improper well construction and sealing, improper 
plugging of abandoned wells, and poor water quality coming across state lines. $200,000 in 
AWQUA funding for an enhanced partnerships pilot program that could support outreach, 
site identification, and water quality data collection within high salinity and uranium 
contaminated areas of the Upper Arkansas River corridor. Improve localized modeling 
resolution in areas of water quality concern identified by the existing KGS groundwater 
model and assist in design of groundwater treatment options. 
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• Increased funding for municipal and livestock water reclamation projects to investigate other 
additional conservation programs beyond water use reduction to help address water declines, 
such as a $2,500,000 livestock wastewater reclamation pilot project in western Kansas that 
utilizes a modular treatment system capable of producing approximately 200 gpm of treated 
water to be reused by the facility, in place of groundwater pumped from the aquifer, for 
livestock drinking water, feed preparation and/or sanitation processes. 

Upper Republican: 

• Water planning and project development for resiliency and long-term water supply planning, 
including funding for expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Monitoring Network. 

• $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships 
pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, 
Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that 
will assist the KGS with education and outreach to local stakeholders, recruiting participants, 
and collecting ~100 groundwater samples per region that will be sent to the KGS, analyzed, 
incorporated into the existing database, and expand the statewide coverage of groundwater 
quality data. Significant future funding will be needed to support education and outreach, 
continued data collection and expansion of water quality data coverage, pursuit of a pilot 
study through RCPP or another opportunity, and ultimately, complete the remediation 
necessary to solve water quality issues in the region. 

• Cost share, financial assistance, and incentives to landowners/producers to implement 
conservation and water saving practices. 

Upper Smoky Hill 

• $2,500,000 in a new, dedicated budget line for a livestock wastewater reclamation pilot 
project in western Kansas that utilizes a modular treatment system capable of producing 
approximately 200 gpm of treated water to be reused by the facility, in place of groundwater 
pumped from the aquifer, for livestock drinking water, feed preparation and/or sanitation 
processes. 

•  $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for an Upper Smoky Hill 
regional planning effort that is closely coordinated with the RAC and incorporates 
stakeholder feedback (GMD1) to evaluate current and future water management needs and 
solutions, including water quantity, water quality, and water supply infrastructure 
considerations. 

• Funding to improve irrigation and water systems efficiency through continued support for the 
KWI Master Irrigator program, DOC/GMD ITI program within GMDs, and a $500,000 
enhancement for the KWO WISE CISA program to complete ~50 additional irrigation 
system assessments outside of the contiguous GMD/ITI boundaries ($250,000), as well as 
~50 additional livestock and dairy water system assessments throughout the state ($250,000).  
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Verdigris 

• $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be 
used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such 
as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, Elk City Lake Major 
Rehabilitation or Feasibility Study, collection of baseline in-reservoir and downstream data, 
and/or any other in-lake sediment management strategies identified by ongoing regional 
planning processes. 

• Resiliency within Public Water Supplies- interconnection for PWS to different water sources. 
Evaluation of interconnection possibilities. 

• Continue funding or increase funding for aid to conservation districts and conservation 
education.  

 

 



Attachment D - RAC Project Funding Priorities (March 2026)   
When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative that  
clearly rises as the top priority? 
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Cimarron: Accurate Measurements to address irrigation and efficiency, specifically in flow 
meters. Recommended project is to increase funding to look at measurements through the ITI 
program.  

Equus-Walnut: Water reuse and make sure KDHE has the funding and resources needed to 
complete regulations.  

Great Bend Prairie: Water quality specifically nitrates. Collect data and identify priority areas 
addressing nitrate issues.  

Kansas: WID and applying this tech to other places (where applicable). Fully understanding this 
as a tool to address sediment in reservoirs.  

Marais des Cygnes: Water supply availability as it relates to incoming development and 
industrialization.  

Missouri: Providing support for WRAPS projects to implement BMPs to improve sediment 
control and water capture/infiltration.  

Neosho: Reservoir sedimentation – it relates to streambanks, cover crops, new technologies, flooding, 
etc. to manage sediment.  

Red Hills: Woody Encroachment Pilot: include analysis of water use by woody species and the 
impact of woody infestation on water availability.  

Smoky Hill-Saline: Water use efficiency- update codes/rules and infrastructure.  

Solomon-Republican: Interconnection with communities to increase water quantity/quality 
resilience.  

Upper Arkansas: Assistance in helping communities implement water treatment measures to 
deal with high uranium and other water quality issues in the water supplies and provide 
remediation assistance for domestic users.  

Upper Republican: Decline of the aquifer. Nitrate contamination levels in region. Expand water 
quality testing/sampling to include the entire RAC region and look to establish a baseline dataset 
through KGS’s program. 

Upper Smoky Hill: Pilot project for livestock wastewater reclamation at a regional feedyard 
utilizing membrane filtration technologies available that would potentially treat water to levels 
suitable for cattle consumption.  

Verdigris: Reservoir sedimentation – preserving current capacity/no net loss from current lake 
yield and extend the life of current storage infrastructure. 



   

Kansas Water Plan Budget Guidelines 
June 2023 

 
Water Plan Funds should be allocated to maximize accomplishing the goals and objectives established 
by the Kansas Statutes, the Kansas Water Authority and the Regional Advisory Committees.  
Fundamental to the budget process shall be a prioritization of expenditures that are required to do 
legally, necessary to implement the Kansas Water Plan, and discretionary expenditures that can be 
justified based upon defined benefits. 
 
In particular, budgeted funds should be allocated with the following principles: 

• Statutory Obligations shall be met first. 
o For instance, K.S.A. 82a-2101 requires that proceeds from the Clean Drinking Water Fee 

be allocated by providing not less than 15% to provide on-site technical assistance for 
public water supply systems, with the remainder being used to renovate and protect 
lakes which are used directly as a source of water for such public water supply systems 

• All budgeted funds should be tied to one of the projects and initiatives established by the Kansas 
Water Plan. Allocation of funds should be supported by appropriate metrics and benchmarks, 
which clearly demonstrate the past (where applicable), current and future benefit of such 
expenditures.  

• Per K.S.A. 82a-951, State Water Plan funding “shall not be used for . . . replacing full-time 
equivalent positions of any state agency.” Chapter 59 of the 2023 Session Laws of Kansas allows 
the Kansas Water Authority to recommend to the Legislature to appropriate up to 10% of the 
unencumbered balance of the State Water Plan fund to supplement salaries of existing state 
agency FTE positions and for funding new FTE positions created to implement the Kansas Water 
Plan. Such appropriations will not replace State General Fund, fee fund or other funding for 
positions existing on July 1, 2023. However, the Kansas Water Authority should continue to 
encourage funding for staff positions supporting State Water Plan programs and projects to be 
from the State General Fund removing any confusion and allowing additional funds to be used 
for implementation activities. 

• Funds raised through fees on specific users, such as K.S.A. 82a-954, K.S.A. 2-1205 and K.S.A. 2-
2204 should be used to fund projects or initiatives that benefit the users paying those fees, or 
mitigate environmental impacts caused by said users, including: 

o Agricultural users 
o Public water supply systems 
o Industrial users  
o Stock watering  

Specifically, Chapter 59 of the 2023 Kansas Session Laws states the Kansas Water Authority shall 
encourage the creation of grant programs for stock water conservation projects and such grant 
programs shall prioritize the use of stock water fees allocated to the State Water Plan Fund.  

• Allocation of funds should be reasonably related to: 
o The source of the funds,  
o Geographical balance (i.e. NE, NW, SE & SW), including consideration for RAC Regional 

balance 
o Hydrological (ground water vs. surface water) resource balance 
o An equitable mix of rural vs. urban interests. 
Exceptions will be considered for high-priority or time-sensitive cases requiring significant 
funding for the implementation of an individual priority project.  

• Priority must be given to long term contractual, or multi-year obligations such as: 
o Contracts with the Corps of Engineers for O&M costs of federal reservoirs 
o Contracts with the USGS for stream gages 



   

• Consideration may be given to projects or initiatives that involve cost shares from other sources, 
such as Federal, state, local and private funding. 

• Consideration may be given to expenditures that can be justified based upon emerging threats 
to water resources, including appropriate research initiatives. 

• Chapter 59 of the 2023 Kansas Session Laws states the Kansas Water Authority will encourage 
requests from state and local entities that cooperate with qualified non-profit entities. 

• Chapter 59 of the 2023 Kansas Session Laws states if at least two conservation districts present a 
joint proposal for position(s) to provide shared services to those districts, funds may be 
recommended to supplement the salaries of those position(s). 

 



lnteragency Presentation to 

the Water Program Task Force 

June 24, 2026 

Additional/New 

Funding Request 

Kansas Department of Agriculture 

Stockwatering 

Dam Safety Inspection 

Dam Safety Rehabilitation 

LEMA/WCA operations 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment 

LEPP 

Contamination Remediation 

State Infrastructure Loan Program 

District Technical Assistance 

Stream Trash Removal 

Kansas Water Office 

Reservoir Sediment Management 

Regional Water Planning 

Regional Water Planning Project Implementation 

Industrial Water Reuse/Efficiency Grants 

HB 2302 Grant Program 

Total Additional/New Funding 

Total State Water Plan Fund Investment 

$1 million 

$1 million 

$2 million 

$500,000 

$1 million 

$5 million 

$500,000 

$100,000 

$1.5 million 

$250,000 

$5 million 

$1 million 

$10 million 

$29 million* 

$29 million* 

$91 million* 

*Does not include funding for new state infrastructure loan program

Total Program 

Funding 

$1.5 million 

$1 million 

$5 million 

$1.25 million 

$1,650,000 

$8 million 

$500,000 

$100,000 

$1.5 million 

$1.5 million 

$5 million 

$1 million 

$27 million 



FY2028 State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendations

State Water Plan Fund Expenditures
 FY 2027  

Approved 
Base Budget  

 Draft FY 2028 
Base Budget 

 Proposed 
Base Budget 
Adjustment 

(FY27 to FY28) 

 FY 2028 Potential Additional 
Funding Rec from Existing 

Resources ($1.2 million SWPF 
Ending Balance) 

 FY 2028 Potential 
Additional Funding Rec 
(New Funding Source) 

Department of Health and Environment

Contamination Remediation 2,124,049$       2,124,049$       -$ -$ 5,000,000$  

Local Environment Protection Program 
650,000$          650,000$          

-$ -$
1,000,000$  

Nonpoint Source Program 455,899$          455,899$          -$ -$
TMDL Initiatives 400,758$          400,758$          -$ -$
Drinking Water Protection Program 800,000$          800,000$          -$ -$
Watershed Restoration/Protection 1,000,000$       1,000,000$       -$ -$  $ 40,000 
Equus Beds 75,000$            75,000$            -$ -$
Harmful Algae Bloom Pilot 155,934$          155,934$          -$ -$
District Office Technical Assistance Staff -$ -$ -$ -$ 500,000$  
Stream Trash Removal -$ -$ -$ -$ 100,000$  

  SUBTOTAL- KDHE 5,661,640$       5,661,640$       -$  -$ 6,640,000$  

Department of Agriculture
Interstate Water Issues 559,223$          559,223$          -$ -$ -$  
Water Use Database Modernization 257,031$          257,031$          -$ -$ -$  

Subbasin Water Resources Management 709,128$          709,128$          -$ 500,000$  
 KWA Ops Committee 

recommends additional 
discussion with full KWA 

Irrigation Technology 2,550,000$       2,550,000$       -$ -$ -$  
Crop and Livestock Research 450,000$          450,000$          -$ -$ -$  
Soil Health 400,000$          400,000$          -$ -$ -$  

Water Resources Cost Share 4,250,000$       4,250,000$       -$
-$

 $ 1,250,000 

Nonpoint Source Pollution Asst. 1,872,123$       1,872,123$       -$ -$  $ 1,127,877 
Aid to Conservation Districts 5,250,000$       5,250,000$       -$ -$ -$  
Water Transition Assistance Program 1,562,582$       1,562,582$       -$ -$ 437,418$
Dam Construction Rehabilitation 3,000,000$       3,000,000$       -$ -$ 1,000,000$  
Riparian and Wetland Program 154,024$          154,024$          -$ -$ 345,976$
Streambank Stabilization 2,000,000$       2,000,000$       -$ -$ -$  
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative 2,000,000$       2,000,000$       -$ -$ -$  

  SUBTOTAL- KDA 25,014,111$     25,014,111$     -$  500,000$  4,161,271$  

Kansas Water Office
Assessment and Evaluation 1,231,255$       1,631,255$       400,000$            -$ -$  
MOU-Storage Oper & Maint 1,293,601$       1,293,601$       -$  -$ -$  
Stream Gaging 798,708$          698,708$          (100,000)$           -$ -$  
Conservation Assist for Water Users 500,000$          500,000$          -$  -$ -$  
Reservoir and Water Quality Research 500,000$          500,000$          -$  -$ -$  
Water Quality Partnerships 850,000$          850,000$          -$  -$ -$  
KS Water Plan Education & Outreach 400,000$          400,000$          -$  -$ -$  

High Plains Aquifer Partnerships 2,000,000$       2,000,000$       -$  -$ -$  

Arbuckle Study 70,000$            -$ (70,000)$             -$ -$  

Water Planning & Project Development/Implementation 1,230,000$       1,760,000$       530,000$            240,000$  5,100,000$  

Independent Program Evaluation 360,000$          -$ (360,000)$           -$ -$  
Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives -$ -$ -$  -$ 1,500,000$  
HB 2302 Program Adminstration 858,024$          458,024$          (400,000)$           -$ 10,000,000$  
Industrial Water Reuse Grants -$ -$ -$  -$ 1,000,000$  

  SUBTOTAL- KWO 10,091,588$     10,091,588$     -$  240,000$  17,600,000$  

Department of Wildlife & Parks
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program 224,457$          224,457$          -$  -$ -$  

University of Kansas - Geological Survey 840,000$          840,000$          -$  200,000$  -$  

Total State Water Plan Expenditures 41,831,796$     41,831,796$     -$  940,000$  28,401,271$  

Agency Recs provided 
after 7/30 KWA 

Operations Committee 
Meeting
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	EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: Chris Kennedy, Susan Metzger
	Motion No. 06-10-01  It was moved by Allen Roth and seconded by Jean Steiner to approve the meeting minutes from the April 8, 2026, Kansas Water Authority meeting. Motion carried with no dissenting votes. Information found in meeting materials.
	Katie Durham presented an update from the Upper Smoky Hill RAC.
	Jas Dale presented an update from the Cimarron RAC.
	Bill Simshauser presented an update from the Upper Arkansas RAC.
	Dave Mann presented an update from the Upper Republican RAC.
	KWA OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:
	Motion No. 06-10-02  It was moved by Peter Loecke and seconded by David Stroberg for the Kansas Water Authority to approve the proposed membership appointments and membership category adjustments for the Marais des Cygnes, Neosho, Upper Smoky Hill and...
	Victoria Asbury presented RAC feedback and a draft letter to the Water Program Task Force.
	Darci Meese gave a shoutout to the RACs for putting the feedback together so quickly.
	Gary Janzen said an executive summary would be useful to highlight the common themes.
	Darci Meese proposed three paragraphs to add to the letter. She said she does not think there is an issue with the structure of water planning. The RACs are providing priorities and projects and that is great headway.
	Jean Steiner said she was concerned about the reduction of local input in the Task Force proposals and supported the additional language to the Task Force letter.
	Allan Soetaert said there is passion at the local level, and he would hate to see that passion lost.
	David Stroberg agreed. He said the KWA and RACs represent a diverse group of water stakeholders and have passionate people involved. He said local control is important.
	Carolyn McGinn said there was a gap in communication between the RACs and Legislature. There is no one carrying the message of the priorities and projects and the outcome of money put to it.
	Motion No. 06-10-03  It was moved by Lynn Goossen and seconded by Jean Steiner for the Kansas Water Authority to approve the proposed letter to send to the Water Program Task Force with the proposed language from Darci Meese and for the KWO to work wi...
	Victoria Asbury presented an overview of the FY 2028 State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendation Process.
	Peter Loecke suggested including something about data centers in the materials put together by the KWA.
	Brant Peterson said he would like to see funding for agencies for LEMAs.
	Dawn Buehler wanted to see additional funding for nitrates and groundwater.
	Richard Rockel presented the CY2027 proposed water marketing rate.
	Motion No. 06-10-04  It was moved by Allan Soetaert and seconded by Jean Steiner to give approval for the Kansas Water Authority to set the CY2-27 Water Marketing rate at $0.559/1000 gallons. Motion carried with no dissenting votes. Information found ...
	Richard Rockel presented the proposed USGS agreements.
	Motion No. 06-10-05  It was moved by Allen Roth and seconded by Allan Soetaert for the Kansas Water Authority to give approval for the Director to enter into agreements with the U.S. Geological Survey for the Streamgaging Network, Kansas River Water Q...
	Frank Mecurio gave a presentation on livestock wastewater reclamation and reuse.
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	Verdigris.pdf
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	RAC FY 2028 SWPF Budget Recommendations
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	Recommendations Needing More Clarity, Metrics, and Actionable Items

	 $200,000 enhancement for the KGS AWQUA program to launch an enhanced partnerships pilot program in FY28 with up to four partners (Regional Advisory Committees, Groundwater Management Districts, Extension Offices, and/or Conservation Districts) that ...
	 $1,500,000 for a KWO Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives budget line that could be used to advance reservoir sediment management by opportunistically supporting efforts such as the John Redmond Reservoir Hydrosuction Demonstration, major rehab...
	 Funding for watershed BMPs, including leveraging of existing KRPI funding and projects for cost-share in federal funding opportunities that would increase overall funding available for BMPs in the region.
	 $40,000 enhancement for the Cheney Lake WRAPS program, which is anticipated will be leveraged for $80,000-100,000 of total funding, to implement 5-7 BMP projects for nutrient and sediment management, such as cover crops, cropland to grassland transi...
	 Continue and increase funding for Best Management Practice (BMP) Implementation through existing funding mechanisms within the State Water Plan Fund (WRAPS and Cost Share). The recommendation would be to double the FY2027 budget for Water Resources ...
	 Funding for a feasibility study for oxbow restoration work to reduce downstream sedimentation and nutrient concentrations in the Neosho Basin, specifically upstream of John Redmond Reservoir, that uses potential oxbow reconnection sites identified v...
	 Continue funding or increase funding for aid to conservation districts and conservation education.
	 $500,000 of Water Planning & Project Development funding for a regional planning effort to evaluate water management needs and solutions, including water quantity, water quality, and water supply infrastructure considerations.  ($2,000,000 total fun...
	 $10 million increase to State Water Infrastructure Grant for addressing technical assistance and water project needs.
	 Water planning and project development for resiliency and long-term water supply planning, including funding for expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Monitoring Network.
	 Resiliency within Public Water Supplies- interconnection for PWS to different water sources. Evaluation of interconnection possibilities.
	 Funding to improve irrigation and water systems efficiency through continued support for the DOC/GMD ITI program within GMDs, and a $500,000 enhancement for the KWO WISE CISA program to complete ~50 additional irrigation system assessments outside o...
	■
	 Increase support for technical assistance through funding and partnerships, including the Irrigation Technology Initiative (ITI) program.
	 $2,500,000 for a full-scale livestock wastewater reclamation project in western Kansas that utilizes a modular treatment system capable of producing approximately 200 gpm of treated water to be reused by the facility, in place of groundwater pumped ...
	 Continue to support funding for KDHE efforts, specifically for expedited development of direct potable water reuse regulations and Equus Beds/Burrton chloride plume remediation.
	 Expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program
	 Develop and implement a multi-regional pilot project in south-central Kansas to evaluate the effects of woody encroachment removal, specifically Eastern Red Cedar, on water availability, soil moisture, and groundwater levels.
	 $10,000,000 enhancement for implementation of the LEMA action plan, including expansion of the High Plains Aquifer Index Well Program, phreatophyte removal, and assistance to individuals for the transition to reduced water use.
	 Cost share, financial assistance, and incentives to landowners/producers to implement conservation and water saving practices.
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