MENO Kansas

DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

Water Office
July 7, 2026 900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404
Kansas Regional Advisory Committee Members Topeka, KS 66612
Amelia Lane Phone: (785) 296-3185
July 15, 2026 Meeting Fax: (785) 296-0878

www.kwo.ks.gov

The Kansas Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) hold a meeting on Wednesday, July 15, 2026 from 10am

— 12pm at the Evergy at 818 S Kansas Ave. Topeka, KS & by Teams. The virtual meeting link is available

upon request.

The agenda will include a presentation on FY27/28 budget information followed by a discussion of the RAC’s
budget recommendations. The RAC will also discuss the updates on the Legislative Water Task Force.
Additionally, there will be updates from the Kansas Water Office and Regional Advisory Committee members.

Enclosed are the materials for the July 15" Meeting:

Agenda

Meeting Notes from March 11" & May 5" Meeting
FY27 SWPF Table

2026 KS RAC Project Priority Input

2025 FY27 KS RAC Budget Input

Legislative Water Task Force Memo

KWA Water Program Task Force Letter

Press Release

If you cannot participate, or have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please contact me by telephone at
(816) 589-6044 or by e-mail at amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov.
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MEETING AGENDA

a I l S as DATE: Wednesday, July 15t 2026

Water Office

TIME: 10:00am
Welcome/Introductions LOCATION. 818 S Kansas Ave
Review and approval of March 11t & May " Topeka, Kansas 66601

5th Meeting Notes
RAC Business
a. FY27/28 Budget Information & RAC Input (60 minutes)
b. RAC Member Updates & Regional Event Sharing
i.  What educational topics would you like to cover in future RAC meetings?
c. Update & Discussion of Legislative Water Task Force — KWO & RAC (25 minutes)
d. KWO/KWA Updates
i. Sedimentation Summit Review

. Messages to the KWA

VL.

VIL.

Agency or Public Comments
Upcoming Meetings
a. Next Kansas RAC meeting: September — doodle poll (Potential joint meeting with Marias
des Cygnes RAC)
b. Kansas Water Authority: August 12 — Parsons, KS
Adjourn

*Public Comments are limited to 3-5 minutes and limited to issues related to regional goals, action plans or other

water resource issues or concerns.
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Kansis

Water Office

Members Attendance:

Kansas Regional Advisory Committee

Meeting Notes

1:00 pm, Wednesday, March 11, 2026

Evergy 630 S Kansas Ave, Topeka, Kansas 66603 & Teams

Name City Category Term Present
Bill Heatherman Manhattan, KS Public Utility 2029 Yes
(Chair)
Ellen Parker Mission, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 No
Marlene Bosworth Sabetha, KS Conservation/Environment 2027 Yes
(cc)
Zac Krieder Wamego, KS Fish, Wildlife & Recreation 2029 Yes
Glenn Brunkow Westmoreland, KS Agriculture (cc) 2029 No
Sarah Hill-Nelson Lawrence, KS Industry/Commerce 2027 No
Leslie Holthaus Beattie, KS Conservation/Environment 2027 Yes
Daniel Howell Frankfort, KS Agriculture 2029 Yes
Joey Filby Topeka, KS Water Assurance District 2029 No
Laura Hines Lawrence, KS Industry/Commerce 2029 Yes
Russell Plaschka Wamego, KS At Large Public 2 2029 Yes
Colin Stalter Gardner, KS At Large Public (cc) 2027 Yes
VACANT Tribal Representative 2027
Others in attendance:
Name Representing Name Representing
Amelia Lane KWO Lucas Kowalewski KDWP
Josh Olson KWO Katie Tiestort City of Topeka/ KS WAD
Angela Anderson KWO Sydney Watters KDHE
Richard Rockel KWO Wendi Kessler KDHE
Riley VandeVen KWO Jessica Layton WRAPS
Olivia Oliva KWO Matt Scheer Public
D) Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm. Bill Heatherman (Chair)

then called on each meeting attendee to provide a brief introduction.

1) Review and approval of September 30™" meeting notes: RAC members reviewed the notes from
the September 30" RAC meeting. Colin Stalter (At Large Public) made a motion to accept the notes
with no additions or changes. Marlene Bosworth (Conservation/Environment) seconded the motion.
All RAC members voted to approve the September 30" meeting notes.

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, 785-296-
0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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Meeting Notes

Water Office

III) RAC Business:

a. RAC Member Orientation: Amelia Lane (KWO) led the RAC members through the
RAC Orientation power point. She stated the purpose of the RACs, how the RACs interact with
the KWA & KWO, how the RACs develop their goals and action plans. Additionally, she
highlighted several ways in which the RACs have influenced action in the last several years.

b. RAC Engagement with KWA: The Kansas Water Authority discussed their engagement
with the Regional Advisory Committees at their meeting in December. In order to gain
feedback from the RACs on specific project recommendations, long-term funding ideas &
current regional priorities, the KWA provided questions for each RAC to answer during this
meeting. The Kansas RAC shared that their current highest priorities include the WID,
understanding the regional project needs, education and the implementation of BMPs where
applicable. The Kansas RAC also decided that they did not have many changes to the input they
shared in 2024 regarding the long-term funding recommendations.

c. Water Control Manual Updates: Richard Rockel (KWO) gave a high-level overview of
how the Kansas River Basin Water Control Manuals were updated. Due to being short on time,
the RAC requested Richard to provide a more in-depth update on this topic at a future meeting.

d. KWO/KWA Updates: A recap was shared from the January 2026 KWA meeting and
corresponding Legislative visits. Additionally, Amelia Lane highlighted the RAC Chair
presentation dates to the KWA.

e. RAC Member Updates & Regional Event Sharing: Bill Heatherman (Chair) shared that he was
able to attend a Local Workgroup meeting and encouraged the group to try to attend the
Conservation District annual meetings when available. Dan Howell (Agriculture) shared
information for upcoming grazing soil health workshops. Laura Hines (Industry/Commerce)
informed the group that the MOARC Board will be hosting a data center workshop later this year.
Leslie Holthaus (Conservation/Environment) mentioned that on March 24", Marshall and
Washington Counties will be hosting a workshop.

IV)  Messages to the KWA: No messages were sent to the KWA at this time.

V)Agency or Public Comments: Lucas Kowalewski (KDWP) shared that the Missouri River Natural
Resource Conference is taking place in Manhattan in the coming weeks and the theme for this year’s
conference is sediment management. He mentioned that there will be presentations from the USACE
and conversations about WID.

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, 785-296-
0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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VI) Upcoming Meetings:
a. Next Kansas RAC meeting: May — doodle poll
b. Next Kansas Water Authority meeting: April 8" — Great Bend

VII) Adjourn: Dan Howell (Agriculture) made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Russell Plaschka (At
Large Public) seconded the motion. The RAC members voted to adjourn the meeting with no further
business at 3:06 pm.

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, 785-296-
0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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Kansas Regional Advisory Committee

Meeting Notes

Water Office

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,

Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, 785-296-
0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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Kansas Regional Advisory Committee

Meeting Notes

9:00 am, Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Evergy Professional Training Center 801 NR US 24 HWY

Topeka, KS 66608 & Teams
Members Attendance:
Name City Category Term Present
Bill Heatherman Manhattan, KS Public Utility 2029 Yes
(Chair)
Glenn Brunkow Westmoreland, KS Agriculture (cc) 2029 Yes
(Vice Chair)
Ellen Parker Mission, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 Yes
Marlene Bosworth Sabetha, KS Conservation/Environment 2027 Yes
(cc)
Zac Krieder Wamego, KS Fish, Wildlife & Recreation 2029 Yes
Sarah Hill-Nelson Lawrence, KS Industry/Commerce 2027 Yes
Leslie Holthaus Beattie, KS Conservation/Environment 2027 No
Daniel Howell Frankfort, KS Agriculture 2029 Yes
Michelle Probasco Topeka, KS Water Assurance District 2029 Yes
Laura Hines Lawrence, KS Industry/Commerce 2029 Yes
Russell Plaschka Wamego, KS At Large Public 2 2029 Yes
Colin Stalter Gardner, KS At Large Public (cc) 2027 Yes
Joseph Rupnick Mayetta, KS Tribal Representative 2027 Yes
Others in attendance:
Name Representing Name Representing
Amelia Lane KWO Sarah Diamond SAKW
Richard Rockel KWO Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer KDA-DOC
Connie Owen KWO Matt Schrere Public
Tom Stiles HDR Mary Howell Public
Charlie Sievert HDR
D Welcome and Introductions: Due to a power outage at the Evergy Professional Training Center,

the meeting was delayed and moved to the Kansas Water Office Large Conference room. The
meeting was then called to order at 9:40 am. Bill Heatherman (Chair) then called on each meeting
attendee to provide a brief introduction.

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS; Joseph Rupnick, Mayett KWO Planner:
Amelia Lane, 785-296-0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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) Review and approval of March 11*" meeting notes: The March 11" meeting notes were not
reviewed or approved at this meeting. The RAC will review these notes at their next meeting.

III) RAC Business:

a. Preliminary Budget Information: Amelia Lane (KWO) gave an overview of what the
upcoming RAC/KWA budget process will look like. She reviewed the State Water Plan Fund
and the timeline for the input process. Amelia then presented information on all programs that
were funded by the State Water Plan Fund in the previous fiscal year, going into depth on what
each project or program is meant to address/accomplish & highlighting the funding amount.
During this presentation, RAC members asked questions regarding the programs highlighted
through the State Water Plan Fund. Amelia ended this presentation by mentioning that the next
RAC meeting, the Kansas Water Office will be asking for the RAC’s official input to send onto
the Kansas Water Authority regarding the FY28 budget. She mentioned that in preparation for
the next meeting, RAC members should review the FY26 Annual Report. Bill Heatherman
(Chair) then asked each RAC member if they had any further comments on the budget materials
that Amelia presented. RAC members shared that they would be interested to know what are
the next steps after the final WID (water injection dredging) demonstration, they would like to
see priority placed on projects and programs that benefits the reservoirs and water quality, and
that there is interest from Kansas RAC members to prioritize streamlined efforts for project
planning and development.

b. Reservoirs Discussion & Water Control Manual Updates: Richard Rockel (KWO) shared a
presentation on the most recent reservoir conditions and an overview of the Water Control
Manuals. He highlighted the recent updates that the Water Control Manuals have undergone &
how it affects the Kansas Reservoirs and their operations. He stated that the Manual changes will
impact what the yields are, how floods can be managed and what the system’s drought resiliency
capacity is. The draft version of the Manual will likely be posted in Summer 2026 and the
USACE will ask for public comments. RAC members asked several questions including how
seasonal conditions forecast modeling is incorporated into the manuals and how do the
neighboring states work together on the operations of the reservoirs.

c. KWO/KWA Updates: Amelia Lane (KWO) shared an overview of what the RAC can expect for
the 2026 meeting schedule. She stated that at the next RAC meeting the main agenda item will be
the RAC budget input. Additionally, Amelia informed the RAC that she and Bill are in the
process of developing materials and resources that would be available for Kansas RAC members
to utilize if they receive requests to participate in any Kansas Region outreach. Amelia plans to
share and review these resources with the RAC at a future meeting.

d. RAC Member Updates & Regional Event Sharing: Each RAC member took a moment to share any
upcoming events and updates regarding their RAC representative category. Dan Howel (Agriculture)

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS; Joseph Rupnick, Mayett KWO Planner:
Amelia Lane, 785-296-0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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informed the RAC that he recently attended an update meeting for the Big Blue River Compact. He stated
that at the meeting, they discussed the sedimentation issues that Tuttle Creek Reservoir is facing. Laura
Hines (Industry/Commerce) shared that as a member of the MOARC board, she is tracking the discussions
between Missouri and Nebraska regarding the potential Missouri River transfer. Sarah Hill-Nelson
(Industry/Commerce) let the RAC know that the Bowersock dam did not see any adverse impacts from the
first two dredging sessions of the WID. Marlene Bosworth (Conservation/Environment) mentioned that the
Delaware WRAPS group is implementing several new projects that might be interesting to the Kansas
RAC. Joseph “Zeke” Rupnick (Tribal Representative) informed the RAC that they are advocating for tribal
water right sovereignty at the State and Federal level and are also working towards furthering education
efforts. Ellen Parker (Public Water Supply) also shared the sentiment that WaterOne is not witnessing
many impacts from the WID dredging. She also stated that at a future RAC meeting, she would be
interested in hearing an update regarding the Water Task Force & Working Group. Zac Kreider (Fist,
Wildlife & Recreation) informed the RAC that Wamego recently applied for a Kansas Trails Grant. And
finally, Bill Heatherman (Chair) told the group that he was able to attend the recent KW A meeting and
there, they discussed RAC engagement, data centers and the schedule for RAC presentations for the
remainder of 2026.

IV)  Messages to the KWA: No messages were sent to the KWA at this time.

V)Agency or Public Comments: Mary Howell (Public) shared that the Grazing Lands Coalition is currently
putting together meetings for landowners throughout the month of June.

VI) Upcoming Meetings:
a. Next Kansas RAC meeting: July — scheduling poll
b. Next Kansas Water Authority meeting: June 10t — Scott City

VII) Adjourn: Sarah Hill Nelson (Industry/Commerce) made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Glenn
Brunkow (Agriculture) seconded the motion. The RAC members voted to adjourn the meeting with
no further business at 11:44am.

Membership:; Bill Heatherman (Chair), Manhattan, KS; Glenn Brunkow, Westmoreland, KS; Zac Krieder,
Wamego, KS; Sarah Hill-Nelson, Lawrence, KS; Leslie Holthaus, Beattie, KS,; Daniel Howell, Frankfort, KS;
Marlene Bosworth , Sabetha, KS; Laura Hines, Lawrence, KS; Russell Plaschka, Wamego, KS; Joey Filby,
Topeka, KS; Colin Stalter, Gardner, KS; Ellen Parker, Mission, KS; Joseph Rupnick, Mayett KWO Planner:
Amelia Lane, 785-296-0878: amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov
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State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendations

FY2027
Guiding FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 KWA/Agency FY2027 Total

State Water Plan Fund EXPENDITURES Principle Actuals Approved Adjusted Base Enhancement Budget Recs
Recs

Department of Health and Environment

Contamination Remediation wQ $ 837,327 $ 3,922,175 $2,121,793 $ 1,878,207 $ 4,000,000
Local Environment Protection Program waQ $ 784,332 $ 814,988 $ 650,000 $ 350,000 $ 1,000,000
Nonpoint Source Program wQ $ 305,482 $ 1,012,609 $ 453,123 $ 91,000 $ 544,123
TMDL Initiatives wQ $ 1,382,978 $ 576,140 $399,171 $ - $ 399,171
Drinking Water Protection Program waQ $ 1,825,575 $ 1,676,823 $ 800,000 $ - $ 800,000
Watershed Restoration/Protection Plan (WRAPS) waQ $ 975,333 $ 1,847,579 $ 1,000,000 $ - $ 1,000,000
Aquifer Recharge Basin waQ $ 425,534 $ 74,466 $ - $ - $ -

Equus Beds wQ $ - $ 75,000 $ 75,000 $ 9,925,000 $ 10,000,000
Harmful Algae Bloom Pilot waQ $ 135,521 $ 175,703 $ 155,934 $ - $ 155,934
Surface Water Trash Removal waQ $ 50,000 $ 100,000 $ - $ - $ -

Small Town Infrastructure Support Resiliency $ 3,244,000 $ - $ - $ - $ -
New-District Office Technical Assistance Staff Resiliency $ - $ - $ - $ 500,000 $ 500,000
SUBTOTAL- KDHE $ 9,966,082 $ 10,275,483 $ 5,655,021 $ 12,744,207 $ 18,399,228

Department of Agriculture

Interstate Water Issues HPA $ 437,242 $ 1,204,668 $ 555,492 $ - $ 555,492
Water Use Database Modernization HPA $ 76,425 $ 597,968 $ 257,031 $ - $ 257,031
Subbasin Water Resources Management HPA $ 1,150,340 $ 3,724,139 $ 704,740 $ - $ 704,740
Irrigation Technology HPA $ 2,225,000 $ 2,931,480 $ 2,550,000 $ 950,000 $ 3,500,000
Crop and Livestock Research R&E $ 519,707 $ 1,450,000 $ 450,000 $ - $ 450,000
Soil Health R&E $ 470,325 $ 426,845 $ 400,000 $ - $ 400,000
Water Resources Cost Share HPA $ 5,950,593 $ 4,285,746 $ 4,000,000 $ 500,000 $ 4,500,000
Nonpoint Source Pollution Asst. wQ $ 2,309,306 $ 2,112,210 $ 1,871,401 $ - $ 1,871,401
Aid to Conservation Districts HPA $ 3,502,706 $ 5,252,706 $ 3,502,706 $ 1,747,294 $ 5,250,000
Water Transition Assistance Program HPA $ 2,977,672 $ 4,939,216 $ 1,561,413 $ - $ 1,561,413
Dam Construction Rehabilitation Resiliency $ 2,983,687 $ 3,016,313 $ 3,000,000 $ 2,650,000 $ 5,650,000
Water Quality Buffer Initiative wQ $ - $ 635,432 $ - $ - $ -
Riparian and Wetland Program wQ $ 518,679 $ 328,751 $ 154,024 $ - $ 154,024
Streambank Stabilization Reservoir $ 1,766,284 $ 2,226,101 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $ 1,360,444 $ 2,531,720 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
SUBTOTAL- KDA $ 26,248,410 $ 35,663,295 $ 23,006,807 $ 5,847,294 $ 28,854,101

Kansas Water Office

Assessment and Evaluation R&E $ 2,496,513 $ 2,922,729 $ 1,231,255 $ - $ 1,231,255
MOU-Storage Operations & Maintenance Reservoir $714,848 $ 893,684 $ 1,293,601 $ - $ 1,293,601
Stream Gaging Reservoir $ 458,258 $ 698,708 $ 798,708 $ - $ 798,708
Conservation Assist for Water Users Resiliency $ 375,000 $739,939 $ 500,000 $ - $ 500,000
Reservoir and Water Quality Research R&E $ 817,730 $ 604,704 $ 500,000 $ - $ 500,000
Water Quality Partnerships wQ $ 353,851 $ 3,003,640 $ 350,000 $ - $ 350,000
KS Water Plan Education & Outreach R&E $ 308,811 $ 1,150,946 $ 400,000 $ - $ 400,000
High Plains Aquifer Partnerships HPA $ 1,058,988 $ 4,395,854 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $ - $ 89,888 $ - $ - $ -
Equus Beds Chloride Project wQ $8,214 $ 66,786 $ - $ - $ -
Arbuckle Study R&E $ 660,000 $ 300,000 $ 70,000 $ - $ 70,000
Water Injection Dredging (WID) Reservoir $ 2,000,000 $ - $ - $ - $ -
Water Planning & Project Development Resiliency $ - $ 1,500,000 $ 730,000 $ 2,270,000 $ 3,000,000
Independent Program Evaluation R&E $ - $ 450,000 $ 360,000 $ - $ 360,000
John Redmond Reservoir Dredging Reservoir $ - $ 1,500,000 $ - $ - $ -
New-Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives Reservoir $ - $ - $ - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
HB 2302 Resiliency $ 291,048 $ 2,027,066 $ 855,994 $ - $ 855,994
SUBTOTAL- KWO $ 9,543,261 $ 20,343,944 $ 9,089,558 $ 3,770,000 $ 12,859,558
Department of Wildlife & Parks
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program R&E $ 128,310 $ 224,457 $ 224,457 $ - $ 224,457
University of Kansas - Geological Survey HPA & WQ $ 39,999 $ 1,755,726 $ 840,000 $ - $ 840,000
\__ Total State Water Plan Expenditures $ 45,926,062 $ 68,262,905 $ 38,815,843 $ 22,361,501 $ 61,177,344 )

Kansas Water Plan Guiding Principle:

HPA - Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer, Reservoir - Secure, Protect, and Restore our Reservoirs
WQ - Improve Water Quality, R&E - Research and Education: Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources
Resiliency - Reduce Vulnerability to Extreme Events




SWPF Budget Enhancement Recommendations

The KWA also encourages the Legislature to increase funding for water programs. The KWA includes

specific recommendations below for an additional $22.4 million in their FY 2027 budget recommendations.

A Ooe

Research and Education

Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer $ 3,197,294
Irrigation Technology KDA $950,000
Water Resources Cost Share KDA $500,000
Aid to Conservation Districts KDA $1,747,294
New - Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives KWO $1,500,000
Contamination Remediation KDHE $1,878,207
Nonpoint Source Program KDHE $91,000
Local Environmental Protection Program (LEPP) KDHE $350,000
Equus Beds KDHE $9,925,000

Resiliency $5,420,000
Dam Construction Rehabilitation KDA $2,650,000
Water Planning & Project Development KWO $2,270,000
New - District Office Technical Assistance Staff KDHE $500,000
S Additional Funding Recommended: $22,361,501 )




March 11, 2026
Regional Project Prioritization
Kansas RAC Input

1. When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative
that clearly rises as the top priority?

e Ifyes, whatisitand why?

e If you were going to pick a short-term priority project (one to be completed in 1-2
years) AND a long-term project (a larger project that would take longer to
implement), what would those be?

o Need afocus on a regional study to define specific projects & identify
new water sources for communities & prioritizing regionalization

o WID & applying this tech to other places (where applicable). Fully
understanding this as a tool to address sediment in reservoirs.

o BMP implementation — prioritizing & incentivizing buffer strips &
streambank stabilization projects & other mechanisms (watershed dams)
to address sedimentation

o Prioritizing the conservation & stewardship of resources along riparian
areas— storm drainage projects (approaching KS River) & other municipal
water projects

o Addressing aging wells long term

o Education efforts both in the short term & long term. Increasing
education on how agricultural practices impact water. Multilevel
educational approach — utilizing media, town halls & other mechanisms.

2. What criteria should be used to determine regional project priority (ex. Urgency,
population impact, water supply reliability, economic impact, environmental
benefits, etc.)?

a. There was no specific input provided on this topic

3. Arethere projects that require immediate action vs. those that are important but
longer-term?

a. There was no specific input provided on this topic






FY 2027 Regional Priorities and Projects

Thank you for your recent work of reviewing the RAC’'s Goals and Action Plans to identify
timelines and additional needs. As a next step in the Kansas Water Plan Implementation and to
prepare for State Water Plan Fund budget discussions in July, we would like to spend time today
discussing (1) RAC priority goals and actions, (2) any new goals or actions that could be added in

the

future, and

(3) recommendations for specific projects and actions to address new or existing goals.

Based on the current goals and action plans, what would the RAC prioritize as the most
important regional issues to address with State FY27 funding?

o Water supply concerns — seeing how WID impacts storage & downstream

o Putting funding behind on-field, edge of field practices to reduce run-off that
contributes to HABs & sedimentation

o Support for the Kansas River Alluvium Study — RAC interest in water right

allocations

o Focus on & support for state-led studies that are in a 1-2 year progression to get
to actionable recommendations (especially with current federal uncertainties)

Are there opportunities for “low hanging” issues or priorities to be addressed this year?
o Aiding any federal projects or programs that could be impacted
= Planning Assistance to States

= Sustainable River Programs

Are there new goals or priorities that should be considered? For example, urgent
emerging issues/priorities or unique opportunities to be addressed?

o Stop the issuing of water rights in the Kansas River valley — utilizing the KS River
Alluvium Study to understand if current & new pumping is taking away from
existing water rights

o Clearly defining metrics — utilizing dashboards

Are there specific projects in progress or being discussed that could address new or
existing goals that you would like the KWA or KWO to be aware of?



o Hydrosuction & WID — keeping the RAC in the loop on progress & outcomes
=  Consideration for opportunities to leverage the dredging process to
produce electricity (to stabilize the grid) in tandem with the hydrosuction
project
= Potential to include a scope in a future PAS at the possibilities/economics
of the use of electricity for WID or hydrosuction

o Manhattan & Wichita’s alternative off-site compliance model for MS4 permitting
= opportunity to collaborate with state water goals for other communities

o USGS/Water One/KWO partnership to monitor & gather data on bromide levels
& impacts on the Kansas River

For the identified priority issues, can you define the next steps and recommend a
specific project or action that could be implemented in FY27?

o Several studies currently in progress to address Kansas RAC goals, waiting on
results & conclusions

o Clearly defining metrics — dashboards

For budget recommendations in future years, is there additional information the KWO
or other state agencies could provide to assist the RAC with its recommendations?

o More information on current/future projects/programs in need of funding

o Agencies framing choice-making questions when looking at the budget —
providing context for the initial budget decisions
= Budget alternative packages

As a representative of your respective region, is there additional information that you,
as a RAC member, could provide the group to improve budget recommendations?

o Manhattan & Wichita’s alternative off-site compliance model for MS4 permitting
— opportunity to collaborate with state water goals for other communities
= Keeping the group up to date on this



MEMO

Water Office
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RE: Water Program Task Force Update Fax: (785) 296-0878
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The Water Program Task Force met on June 23-24, 2026 in Topeka. Their primary agenda items were review of
recommendations from the Water Planning Work Group and discussion on funding.

Water Planning Work Group

The Water Planning Work Group is charged with conducting a study of the State Water Resource Planning Act and
developing recommendations to modernize the Act. During their meetings, the Work Group examined current statutes,
discussed potential revisions, and reviewed alternate proposals. The Work Group finalized two proposals to modernize
the State’s water planning structure and process which were presented to the Task Force on June 23, 2026.

1. The “Alternative” Proposal recommends the establishment of a new agency, the Kansas Department of Natural
Resources, comprised of the Kansas Water Office; the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water
Resources; and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Division of Environment. It also proposes
to abolish the Kansas Water Authority and the Regional Advisory Committees.

o Summary of Alternative Proposal

2. The “Amended” Proposal recommends retaining the Kansas Water Office and the Kansas Water Authority. It
proposes a more formal local and regional input process through Regional Water Planning Committees, creates
rolling five-year regional water plans, and redesigns the Kansas Water Authority.

o Summary of Amended Proposal

Susan Metzger, Chair of the Work Group, presented the two proposals to the Task Force. Members of the Work Group
answered questions from the Task Force.

o Work Group Presentation

Senator Kenny Titus, Co-Chair of the Water Program Task Force, introduced an additional proposal which recommends
retaining the Kansas Water Office, establishing a Water Finance Council, and replacing Regional Advisory Committees
with Regional Development Organizations.

o Senator Titus Proposal

The Task Force discussed components of each proposal including the creation of a new agency, redesigning the KWA,
and the local input process. The Task Force requested the Work Group consider their discussion and formulate
additional proposals for the Task Force’s consideration.


http://www.kwo.ks.gov/
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQD5-eyzk-yQRbupgDXLe1DfAYzX4kPF8VlLthOvka0UDko?e=GSdIfA
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQAZtQXGY1qRSob5kBgvuSdTAZMIADZhQTGLHqhgfj2PwMk?e=dXfJCi
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQDFUdq9R-QUTrokd3LNVxE5AWL1VGzK_zorGRDHiEfwqOU?e=qrVYq0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/testimony/pdf/?apn=b2025_26/year2/other_committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/testimony/published/ctte_tf_water_program_1_20260624_11_testimony.html

Funding the State Water Plan Fund

The Kansas Legislative Research Department presented the funding options noted in the 2017 Blue Ribbon Funding
Task Force for Water Resource Management Report, including sales tax and bottled water fee. The Task Force appeared
generally favorable to either creation of a new sales tax or a sales tax carve off, but no official recommendation was
made.

State agencies presented additional project and program funding needs. They noted recent progress with the
implementation of additional funding from 2023 Sen. Sub. for HB 2302 and opportunities for increased program
implementation if additional funding were made available.

o State Agency Presentation

Full materials and testimony from the June 23-24 meetings, as well as other Task Force meetings, can be
accessed on the Kansas Legislature’s Water Program Task Force webpage through the following link:
https://kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/ctte_tf water program_1/documents/.

Future Meetings

The Co-chairs of the Task Force stated the intention to meet again after the August Primary elections. The Task
Force has been approved to meet 5 days before the 2027 Legislative Session.


chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/testimony/pdf/?apn=b2025_26/year2/other_committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/testimony/published/ctte_tf_water_program_1_20260624_02_testimony.html
https://kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/documents/
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The Honorable Jim Minnix, Co-Chair June 17, 2026

The Honorable Kenny Titus, Co-Chair
Kansas Water Program Task Force
Kansas State Capitol, Topeka Kansas

Subject: Kansas Water Authority and Regional Advisory Committees
Dear Co-Chairs Minnix and Titus,

Thank you for your continued leadership on issues affecting the long-term quality, quantity, and security of Kansas water
resources. As the Water Program Task Force evaluates statewide water challenges, the Kansas Water Authority (KWA)
wishes to highlight the essential role of the State of Kansas Regional Advisory Committees (RACs) and the importance of
maintaining a stakeholder-driven approach to water governance.

Effective water policy must be built not only on technical expertise and legislative priorities, but on the lived realities of
those who rely on water every day. Grassroots stakeholders—farmers, rural communities, municipalities, industry
representatives, conservation organizations, and Tribal nations—bring essential, place-based knowledge about water
supply, usage, and long-term sustainability.

As the Task Force considers long-term governance structures, it is important to recognize the risks of shifting away from
this inclusive model. A purely legislative-driven policymaking body risks moving water policy development away from
the balanced, stakeholder-centered approach that has long guided the RACs and the KWA. Such a structure is more
susceptible to political cycles, less reflective of regional differences, and less equipped to capture the nuanced, technical,
and local knowledge that stakeholders provide.

The Kansas Water Authority provides continuity, balance, and expertise in water governance. It complements legislative
action by grounding decisions in stakeholder input and helping bridge the gap between policy intent and on-the-ground
implementation. Rather than duplicating or replacing this function, the state’s water governance framework should
strengthen and utilize the KWA as a central component of water planning.

The RAC:s serve as one of Kansas’ most valuable assets in this effort. Their purpose is to function as collaborative, locally
informed advisory bodies that support the sustainable management, protection, and equitable use of Kansas water
resources. Through structured engagement across each region, the RACs ensure that local perspectives, scientific
knowledge, and community needs are elevated to state leadership in a consistent and organized manner.

RAC:s provide a forum for identifying and discussing regional water issues, priorities, and concerns. They promote
awareness, dialogue, and collaboration among communities, water users, local governments, and organizations to advance
responsible water stewardship. Equally important, they serve as a vital conduit between local communities and state
decision-makers, helping ensure that statewide planning, policy development, and investment decisions are grounded in
the realities faced by Kansas communities. They also play a critical advocacy role—promoting awareness, dialogue, and
collaboration among communities, water users, local governments, and organizations to advance responsible water
stewardship and practical solutions.
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During their meetings in the first part of 2026, the RACs identified priority programs and projects for the Task Force’s
consideration. These recommendations are targeted to address the very risks the Task Force has been charged with
evaluating as well as supporting implementation of the 2022 Kansas Water Plan. The full list of identified activities can be
found on the table attached to this letter. Below are some key themes from the RAC discussions:

e Aquifer Decline & Groundwater Sustainability

Western and central regions consistently identify declining aquifer levels as a top threat to agriculture, livestock,
and local economies. RACs call for flow meters, irrigation technology, water reuse, wastewater reclamation
pilots, and improved water-use accounting tools.

e Reservoir Sedimentation & Watershed Erosion

Many regions highlight upstream runoff and erosion as a major driver of lost reservoir capacity. Priorities include
streambank stabilization, BMP expansion, hydrosuction demonstrations, and increased sediment-mitigation
funding.

e  Water Quality Risks (Groundwater & Surface Water)

RAC:s repeatedly cite nitrate contamination, chloride plumes, harmful algal blooms, and oilfield disposal line
concerns. They request AWQUA funding, WRAPS support, targeted remediation, and expanded sampling and
treatment feasibility studies.

¢  Woody Encroachment & Landscape Stressors

Several regions identify cedar and tamarisk encroachment as a growing water-resource threat, recommending
removal pilot projects to improve water availability and drought resilience.

e Public Awareness & Long-Term Water Supply Planning

RACs emphasize the need for statewide education efforts, interactive resource dashboards, and regional
water-supply studies to strengthen long-term planning and public understanding of water challenges.

As the Legislature continues its work on water policy, the KWA encourages the Task Force to view the RACs as
indispensable partners. Their local expertise, stakeholder engagement, and forward-looking recommendations strengthen
the state’s ability to respond to emerging risks and to invest wisely in Kansas’ water future.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue and for your commitment to safeguarding Kansas’ water resources for
generations to come.

N Lkl es

Dawn Buehler
Chair, Kansas Water Authority



Regional Planning Area

Priority Water Resource Issue(s)

Opportunities to Address Issue(s)

Related Kansas Water Plan Guiding Principle

Cimarron

Declining aquifer levels - impacts to agriculture
and local economies

Provide funding to implement flow meters tools; Funding for
Kansas NASA OpenET/ and supporting irrigation water
management accounting platform

Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Declining aquifer levels - impacts to livestock
industry and local economies

Reduce source water demand on aquifer within region by
supporting livestock wastewater reclamation pilot project(s)

Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Equus-Walnut

Woody encroachment leading to diminished
water resources (surface and groundwater)

Pursue cedar tree removal pilot project(s) to explore and
quantify the impacts on water availability and drought
resilience in water limited areas

Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Increased water use efficiency to decrease
demand on existing raw water sources

Water reuse regulation development and related project
permitting by KDHE

Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Declining aquifer levels - impacts to agriculture
and local economies

Continued and increased support for the Irrigation
Technology Initiative (ITI) Program or other similar efforts

Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Poor groundwater quality

Restore requested funding for the Burrton chloride plume
remediation

Improve the State's Water Quality

Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing
downstream reservoir capacity

Increase funding for sediment mitigation efforts

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Great Bend

Poor groundwater quality

Increase funding for AWQUA to further characterize nitrate
conditions

Improve the State's Water Quality

Poor groundwater quality

Provide additional information and resources showing where
oilfield disposal lines are located

Improve the State's Water Quality

Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing
downstream reservoir capacity

Increase funding and priority areas for KRPI

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Kansas

Regional long-term water supply viability

Provide funding for a Kansas Regional Planning Area water
supply study

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Restoring reservoir capacity lost to
sedimentation

Fund research needs and background data needed for Perry
and Kanopolis; Funding for Tuttle, Perry and Kanopolis Major
Rehab/Feasibility Studies; Funding for post-demonstration
WID at Tuttle

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing
downstream reservoir capacity

Implement streambank stabilization projects and buffer
strips in areas of watershed to maximize sediment reduction
benefits

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Surface water quality impacts from high
precipitation events

Pursue efforts which promote conservation & stewardship of
resources along riparian areas draining into Kansas River
(urban, suburban and rural)

Improve the State's Water Quality

Lack of public awareness of local, regional and
state water resources

Education efforts both in the short term & long term to
increase awareness on how agricultural practices impact
water resources and conservation efforts which benefit both
producers and water resources .

Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources

Marais des Cygnes

Lacking water resources to meet future needs

Support engagement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
on potential Hillsdale reallocation study, a potential Melvern
reallocation study, and Water Control Manual updates

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing
downstream reservoir capacity

Expand Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative eligible areas
within the region

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Poor surface water quality

Support for active Missouri WRAPS projects

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Missouri
Poor groundwater quality Increase funding for AWQUA Improve the State's Water Quality
Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing Continue to implement streambank stabilization projects .
K 3 o X Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs
downstream reservoir capacity within the region
Harmful algal blooms (HABs) impactin rf; Implement the Phos-box project in Marion Reservoir t
armful algal blooms ( s_) pacting surface pleme e Phos-bo: pojec. arion Reservoir to Improve the State’s Water Quality
water quality address HAB issues
Upstream runoff and erosion decreasin Expand KRPI eligible areas within the region - beyond
Neosho P 8 P 8 g 4 Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

downstream reservoir capacity

Chase/Lyon county lines

Restoring reservoir capacity lost to
sedimentation

Support a hydrosuction demonstration at John Redmond
Reservoir

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Low-lying areas within the region being prone to

flooding impacts

Explore opportunities for nature-based solutions such as
oxbow flood and resiliency projects/studies

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events




Regional Planning Area

Priority Water Resource Issue(s)

Opportunities to Address Issue(s)

Related Kansas Water Plan Guiding Principle

Red Hills

Woody encroachment leading to diminished
water resources (surface and groundwater)

Pursue cedar tree removal pilot project(s) to explore and
quantify the impacts on water availability and drought
resilience in water limited areas

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Limited raw water resources within region used
for oil production

Continue to pursue opportunities for a produced water pilot
project

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Smoky Hill-Saline

Increase awareness of Kansas water resources

Interactive state of the resource dashboard

Increase Awareness of Kansas water resources

Upstream runoff and erosion decreasing
downstream reservoir capacity

Increased WRAPS and BMP funding for WQ and reservoir
sustainability - Kanopolis

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs

Lack of public awareness of local, regional and
state water resources

Implement a statewide education and outreach campaign

Increase Awareness of Kansas water resources

Local water supply vulnerability

Explore efforts to protect water storage in Herington
Reservoir

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Solomon-Republican

Woody encroachment leading to diminished
water resources (surface and groundwater)

Pursue cedar tree removal pilot project(s) to explore and
quantify the impacts on water availability and drought
resilience in water limited areas

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Lack of water supply system
resiliency/redundance

Evaluate and pursue regional water supply studies which
could include potential system interconnections and
collaborative system operation support

Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events

Poor groundwater quality

Support research related to low-cost nitrate contamination
remediation

Improve the State's Water Quality

Runoff and erosion impacting surface water
quality

Support efforts which look to address road ditch erosion/road
maintenance training

Improve the State's Water Quality

Poor surface and groundwater quality

Study to increase the density of water quality sampling
efforts GMD3; Feasibility/Evaluation of treatment options for
water quality issues in region

Improve the State's Water Quality

Declining aquifer levels - impacts to agriculture

Provide funding to implement flow meters tools; Funding for

Upper Arkansas , Kansas NASA OpenET/ and supporting irrigation water Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer
and local economies R
management accounting platform
Woody encroachment leading to diminished Support tamarisk (salt cedar) removal along the Arkansas
v g PP ( _) g Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer
water resources (surface and groundwater) River
Declining aquifer levels Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer
Upper Republican Increase funding for AWQUA to further characterize nitrate
PP P Poor groundwater quality unding for AWQ . Y rizent Improve the State's Water Quality
conditions
Declining aquifer levels - impacts to livestock Reduce source water demand on aquifer within region b
_gdq " dlocal P i iing livestock tewat lq i ilot g R ty Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer
Upper Smoky Hill industry and local economies supporting livestock wastewater reclamation pilot project(s)
Provide funding for a Upper Smoky Hill Regional Plannin
Local and regionals water supply vulnerability g PP y g g Conserve & Extend the High Plains Aquifer
Area water supply study
Restoring reservoir capacity lost to Support a hydrosuction demonstration at John Redmond
¢ . .p y PP v R Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs
sedimentation Reservoir
Verdigris

Restoring reservoir capacity lost to
sedimentation

Support engagement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
on potential major rehab/feasibility study for Elk City Lake

Secure, Protect and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs
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July 7 2026 @

For More Information:

Kristin Kaipust

(’78 5) 296_3 185 , kwo-info @kWO ks. gov Kansas Regional Advisory Committee
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Kansas Regional Advisory Committee Meeting
Wednesday, July 15 in Topeka & by Teams.

The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Kansas Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will have a meeting to
discuss current water issues affecting the region as well as the state.

The RAC will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15, at Evergy located at 818 S Kansas Ave. Topkea, KS
& by Teams. The virtual meeting link is available upon request.

The agenda will include a presentation on FY27/28 budget information followed by a discussion of the RAC’s
budget recommendations. The RAC will also discuss the updates on the Legislative Water Task Force.
Additionally, there will be updates from the Kansas Water Office and Regional Advisory Committee members.

The agenda and meeting materials can be found when available at kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by
calling (785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-9283).

If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900
SW Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days
prior to the meeting.

Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the
reasonable accommodations messages.

HHEH

As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as
facilitates public input throughout the state.

The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and
conservation.
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