
 

 
MEMO 

 
DATE:   

TO: 
FROM: 

RE: 

July 7, 2026 
Missouri RAC Members and Advisors  
Amelia Lane 
July 14, 2026 Meeting 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS  66612 
Phone: (785) 296-3185   
Fax: (785) 296-0878 
KWO.KS.GOV 

 
The next meeting of the Missouri Regional Advisory Committee will be held on Tuesday, July 14 at 10am. This 
meeting will be held at the Atchison Cultural Center at 111 N 8th Street Atchison, Kansas and by Teams. The 
virtual meeting link is available upon request.   
 
The Missouri Regional Advisory Committee will meet to discuss regional water issues. The agenda for this meeting 
will include a presentation on the AWQUA Program, a presentation on SFY27/28 budget information and a discussion 
of the RAC’s budget recommendations will follow. Additionally, there will be updates from each RAC member and 
the Kansas Water Office.  
 
Enclosed please find the following meeting materials: 

• July 14th Agenda 
• May 22nd Draft Meeting Notes 
• FY27 SWPF Budget Table  
• 2026 MO RAC Project Priority Input 
• FY26 MO RAC Budget Input  
• Task Force Update Memo 
• Memo 
• Press Release 

 
 
If you cannot attend, or have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please feel free to contact me at 
amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov.   

mailto:amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov


MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

 

AGENDA DETAILS 
I. Welcome/Introductions 
II. Approval of Agenda 
III. Review/approval of May 22nd RAC meeting notes 

          
IV. RAC Business  

a. MO River Subcommittee Report 
b. Ag Subcommittee Report 
c. Education Subcommittee Report 

 
V. AWQUA Program Presentation – Nick Schneider, KGS 
VI. Budget Information & RAC Discussion – KWO & RAC 
VII.   RAC Member Updates & Regional Event Sharing  
VIII.   KWO/KWA Updates 
IX.  Other Issues/Events or Agency Updates  
X.   Public Comments* 
XI.   Messages to the KWA 
XII.   Upcoming Meetings: 

a. Next KWA Meeting: August 12th – Parsons, KS 
b. Next Missouri RAC meeting: September/October – doodle poll   

XIII.   Adjourn  
  
*Public Comments are limited to 3-5 minutes and limited to issues related to regional goals, action plans or other 

water resource issues or concerns.  

 
 

   

DATE: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 

TIME: 10:00am – 12:00pm  

LOCATION: 
Atchison Cultural Center 

111 N 8th Street 

Atchison, Kansas 



 
 

 
Membership: John Bishop (Chair) -Atchison, Michelle Wirth Kansas City, Joel Mahnken - Leavenworth, Chris 
Griffin - Troy, Carl Johnson -Leavenworth, Martin Simon – Atchison, Jeffery Grossenbacher – Bern, Brett 
Neibling – Highland, Mike Stec – Atchison, Amy Kahbeah – Holton, Carl Tharman – Atchison , Nick Poff – 
Leavenworth  KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov   
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Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

Missouri Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 
Friday, May 22, 2026 

Atchison Cultural Center 111 8 N 8th Street Atchison, Kansas & Teams 
 
Members in Attendance:  

Name City Category Term Present 
John Bishop (Chair) Atchison, KS Recreation 2027 Yes 
Jeffrey Grossenbacher Bern, KS Agriculture (cc) 2027 Yes 
Michelle Wirth  Kansas City, KS At Large Public 2 2029 Yes 
Joel Mahnken  Leavenworth, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2029 Yes 
Martin Simon Atchison, KS Wildlife, Environment & Conservation 2029 No 
Mike Stec Atchison, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2027 No 
Chris Griffin  Troy, KS WRAPS 2029 Yes 
Carl Johnson Leavenworth, KS  Conservation/Environment 2027 No 
Brett Neibling  Highland, KS Agriculture 2 2027 Yes 
VACANT  At Large Public (2) 2027  
Amy Kahbeah Holton, KS Tribal Representative 2027 No 
Carl Tharman Atchison, KS  Agriculture Industry 2027 Yes 
Nick Poff Leavenworth, KS Public Water Supply 2 2029 No 

 
Others in attendance – Virtual or In Person:  
Name Representing Name Representing 
Amelia Lane KWO John Remus USACE 
Angela Anderson KWO Sarah Diamond SAKW 
Riley Vandeven KWO Wendi Kessler  KDHE 
Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer KDA-DOC   

 
 
 

I) Welcome/Introduction: John Bishop (Recreation) called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. He then 
called on each meeting attendee to provide a brief introduction.  

 
II) Approval of the Agenda: RAC members took a moment to review the proposed meeting agenda. A 

motion was made by Carl Tharman (Agriculture Industry) and seconded by Chris Griffin (WRAPS) 
to approve the agenda. The RAC voted to approve the agenda with no additions or changes.  

 
III) Review/approval of March 4th RAC meeting notes: RAC members reviewed the March 4th RAC 

meeting notes. Michelle Wirth (At Large Public 2) made a motion to accept the RAC meeting notes. 
The motion was seconded by Carl Tharman (Agriculture Industry) and the RAC voted to accept the 
March 4th RAC meeting notes with no additions or changes.  

 



 
 

 
Membership: John Bishop (Chair) -Atchison, Michelle Wirth Kansas City, Joel Mahnken - Leavenworth, Chris 
Griffin - Troy, Carl Johnson -Leavenworth, Martin Simon – Atchison, Jeffery Grossenbacher – Bern, Brett 
Neibling – Highland, Mike Stec – Atchison, Amy Kahbeah – Holton, Carl Tharman – Atchison , Nick Poff – 
Leavenworth  KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov   
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Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

 
IV) RAC Business: 

 
a. MO River Subcommittee Report: No additional information from the MO River Subcommittee 

was shared at this time.  
 

b. Ag Subcommittee Report: Nothing was shared at this time.   
 

c. Education Subcommittee Report: Chris Griffin (WRAPS) shared that Doniphan County has 
made progress on the KWPPI grant. She stated that KACEE has been assisting with the creation 
of the educational documents & lessons on agricultural practices for students.  

 
V) USACE Update on Basin Conditions: John Remus (USACE) began his presentation by 

reviewing the authorized purpose & mission of the US Army Corps of Engineers. He then 
highlighted the biggest projects that are currently going on within the Missouri River basin that are 
used to manage basin flood control. John updated the RAC on the current basin conditions – 
stating that they are seeing a below average snowpack and no significant rainstorms to aid the 
downstream runoff. The runoff forecast for 2026 is below average. Currently, the downstream 
flows are on the lower end of projections, however, all intakes are still functioning.  
 

VI) Preliminary Budget Information: Amelia Lane (KWO) gave an overview of what the upcoming 
RAC/KWA budget process will look like. She reviewed the State Water Plan Fund and the 
timeline for the input process. Amelia then presented information on all programs that were 
funded by the State Water Plan Fund in the previous fiscal year, going into depth on what each 
project or program is meant to address/accomplish & highlighting the funding amount.  

 
VII) RAC Member Updates & Regional Event Sharing: Chris Griffin (WRAPS) informed the RAC 

that Doniphan County is currently working on cost-share applications and that the county is hosting 
a Women in Ag workshop on July 9th. Jeff Grossenbacher (Agriculture) shared personal 
observations on the Water Task Force and related Workgroup. He stated that he is not in favor of 
one of the potential proposals & would like to see more agricultural representation on the Water 
Task Force.  

 
 

VIII) KWO/KWA Updates:  
 

IX) Other Issues/Events or Agency Updates: Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer (KDA-DOC) stated that the 
hiring of technical providers across the state through partnership agreements is currently on hold & 
they have filed for an extension to aid the Conservation Districts.  

 
X) Public comments: No public comments were shared at this time.  

 



 
 

 
Membership: John Bishop (Chair) -Atchison, Michelle Wirth Kansas City, Joel Mahnken - Leavenworth, Chris 
Griffin - Troy, Carl Johnson -Leavenworth, Martin Simon – Atchison, Jeffery Grossenbacher – Bern, Brett 
Neibling – Highland, Mike Stec – Atchison, Amy Kahbeah – Holton, Carl Tharman – Atchison , Nick Poff – 
Leavenworth  KWO Planner: Amelia Lane, amelia.lane@kwo.ks.gov   
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Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

XI) Messages to the KWA: No messages were sent to the KWA at this time.   
 

XII)  Upcoming Meetings:   
  b. KWA Meeting – Scott City, June 10th  
  b. Next Missouri RAC Meeting – July (doodle poll) 
 
 

XII)     Adjournment of Meeting: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chris Griffin (WRAPS). 
The motion was seconded by Carl Tharman (Agriculture Industry). The meeting was adjourned with no 
further business at 11:30 am.  



State Water Plan Fund EXPENDITURES Guiding 
Principle

FY2025
Actuals

FY2027
Adjusted Base

Department of Health and Environment
Contamination Remediation WQ $ 837,327 $ 2,121,793
Local Environment Protection Program WQ $ 784,332 $ 650,000
Nonpoint Source Program WQ $ 305,482 $ 453,123
TMDL Initiatives WQ $ 1,382,978 $ 399,171
Drinking Water Protection Program WQ $ 1,825,575 $ 800,000
Watershed Restoration/Protection Plan (WRAPS) WQ $ 975,333 $ 1,000,000
Aquifer Recharge Basin WQ $ 425,534 $   -
Equus Beds WQ $   - $ 75,000
Harmful Algae Bloom Pilot WQ $ 135,521 $ 155,934
Surface Water Trash Removal WQ $ 50,000 $   -
Small Town Infrastructure Support Resiliency $ 3,244,000 $   -
New-District Office Technical Assistance Staff Resiliency $   - $   -
SUBTOTAL- KDHE $ 9,966,082 $ 5,655,021

Department of Agriculture
Interstate Water Issues HPA $ 437,242 $ 555,492
Water Use Database Modernization HPA $ 76,425 $ 257,031
Subbasin Water Resources Management HPA $ 1,150,340 $ 704,740
Irrigation Technology HPA $ 2,225,000 $ 2,550,000
Crop and Livestock Research R & E $ 519,707 $ 450,000
Soil Health R & E $ 470,325 $ 400,000
Water Resources Cost Share HPA $ 5,950,593 $ 4,000,000
Nonpoint Source Pollution Asst. WQ $ 2,309,306 $ 1,871,401
Aid to Conservation Districts HPA $ 3,502,706 $ 3,502,706
Water Transition Assistance Program HPA $ 2,977,672 $ 1,561,413
Dam Construction Rehabilitation Resiliency $ 2,983,687 $ 3,000,000
Water Quality Buffer Initiative WQ $   - $   -
Riparian and Wetland Program WQ $ 518,679 $ 154,024
Streambank Stabilization Reservoir $ 1,766,284 $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $ 1,360,444 $ 2,000,000
SUBTOTAL- KDA $ 26,248,410 $ 23,006,807

Kansas Water Office
Assessment and Evaluation R & E $ 2,496,513 $ 1,231,255
MOU-Storage Operations & Maintenance Reservoir $ 714,848 $ 1,293,601
Stream Gaging Reservoir $ 458,258 $ 798,708
Conservation Assist for Water Users Resiliency $ 375,000 $ 500,000
Reservoir and Water Quality Research R & E $ 817,730 $ 500,000
Water Quality Partnerships WQ $ 353,851 $ 350,000
KS Water Plan Education & Outreach R & E $ 308,811 $ 400,000
High Plains Aquifer Partnerships HPA $ 1,058,988 $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $   - $   -
Equus Beds Chloride Project WQ $ 8,214 $   -
Arbuckle Study R & E $ 660,000 $ 70,000
Water Injection Dredging (WID) Reservoir $ 2,000,000 $   -
Water Planning & Project Development Resiliency $   - $ 730,000
Independent Program Evaluation R & E $   - $ 360,000
John Redmond Reservoir Dredging Reservoir $   - $   -
New-Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives Reservoir $   - $   -
HB 2302 Resiliency $ 291,048 $ 855,994
SUBTOTAL- KWO $ 9,543,261 $ 9,089,558

Department of Wildlife & Parks
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program R & E $ 128,310 $ 224,457

University of Kansas - Geological Survey HPA & WQ $ 39,999 $ 840,000

Total State Water Plan Expenditures $ 45,926,062 $ 38,815,843

Pollution Fines and Penalties (KDHE) $ 169,798 $ 120,000 $ 120,000
Sand Royalties - (766010) $    - $ 66,000 $                                    

Total Available $ 68,789,553 $ 64,488,144 $ 56,500,727

Municipal Water Fees - (459060) $ 3,173,702 $ 3,316,100 $ 3,316,100
Pesticide Registration Fees - (421110) $ 1,495,344 $ 1,610,000 $ 1,610,000
Stock Water Fees - (459080) $ 549,250 $ 520,000 $ 520,000

Clean Drinking Water Fee Fund  -  (412180) $ 2,921,371 $ 3,034,600 $ 3,034,600
Fertilizer Registration Fees - (420100) $ 3,968,982 $ 4,000,027 $ 4,000,027
Industrial Water Fees - (459070) $ 884,006 $ 900,000 $ 900,000

State Treasurer (Milford/Perry Interest Savings) $    - $ 7,000,000 $    -

HB2302 SGF Transfer Into SWPF $ 45,000,000 $ 35,000,000 $ 35,000,000

Receipts

Usable Condemned Equipment (422600) $ 151,702 $    - $    -
Other Service Charges (420990) $ 77 $    - $    -
Technical and Skilled Services other than Inspections (420200) $ 8,214 $    - $    -

State General Fund Transfer $ 6,000,000 $ 6,000,000 $ 6,000,000
Economic Development Fund Transfer $ 2,000,000 $ 2,921,417 $ 2,000,000
Release of Prior Year Encumbrance (A&R) $ 2,467,108 $    - $    -

State Water Plan Fund - REVENUE FY2025 Actuals FY2026 Approved FY2027 Projected Base 
Budget Recs

Transfers and Adjustments

$ 1,755,726 $   - $ 840,000

$ 68,262,905 $ 22,361,501 $ 61,177,344

$ 224,457 $   - $ 224,457

$ 2,027,066 $   - $ 855,994
$ 20,343,944 $ 3,770,000 $ 12,859,558

$ 450,000 $   - $ 360,000
$ 1,500,000 $   - $    -
$   - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000

$ 300,000 $   - $ 70,000
$   - $   - $    -
$ 1,500,000 $ 2,270,000 $ 3,000,000

$ 4,395,854 $   - $ 2,000,000
$ 89,888 $   - $    -
$ 66,786 $   - $    -

$ 604,704 $   - $ 500,000
$ 3,003,640 $   - $ 350,000
$ 1,150,946 $   - $ 400,000

$ 893,684 $   - $ 1,293,601
$ 698,708 $   - $ 798,708
$ 739,939 $   - $ 500,000

$ 2,922,729 $   - $ 1,231,255

$ 2,226,101 $   - $ 2,000,000
$ 2,531,720 $   - $ 2,000,000
$ 35,663,295 $ 5,847,294 $ 28,854,101

$ 3,016,313 $ 2,650,000 $ 5,650,000
$ 635,432 $   - $    -
$ 328,751 $   - $ 154,024

$ 2,112,210 $   - $ 1,871,401
$ 5,252,706 $ 1,747,294 $ 5,250,000
$ 4,939,216 $   - $ 1,561,413

$ 1,450,000 $   - $ 450,000
$ 426,845 $   - $ 400,000
$ 4,285,746 $ 500,000 $ 4,500,000

$ 597,968 $   - $ 257,031
$ 3,724,139 $   - $ 704,740
$ 2,931,480 $ 950,000 $ 3,500,000

$ 1,204,668 $   - $ 555,492

$   - $   - $    -
$   - $ 500,000 $ 500,000
$ 10,275,483 $ 12,744,207 $ 18,399,228

$ 75,000 $ 9,925,000 $ 10,000,000
$ 175,703 $   - $ 155,934
$ 100,000 $   - $    -

$ 1,676,823 $   - $ 800,000
$ 1,847,579 $   - $ 1,000,000
$ 74,466 $   - $    -

$ 814,988 $ 350,000 $ 1,000,000
$ 1,012,609 $ 91,000 $ 544,123
$ 576,140 $   - $ 399,171

FY2026
Approved

FY2027
KWA/Agency 
Enhancement 

Recs

FY2027 Total 
Budget Recs

$ 3,922,175 $ 1,878,207 $ 4,000,000

Kansas Water Plan Guiding Principle:
HPA - Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer, Reservoir - Secure, Protect, and Restore our Reservoirs
WQ - Improve Water Quality, R&E - Research and Education: Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources
Resiliency - Reduce Vulnerability to Extreme Events

State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendations
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The KWA also encourages the Legislature to increase funding for water programs. The KWA includes 
specific recommendations below for an additional $22.4 million in their FY 2027 budget recommendations.

SWPF Budget Enhancement Recommendations

Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer

Irrigation Technology

Water Resources Cost Share

Aid to Conservation Districts

Secure, Protect, and Restore our Reservoirs

New - Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives

Improve Water Quality

Contamination Remediation

Nonpoint Source Program

Local Environmental Protection Program (LEPP)

Equus Beds

Research and Education

--

Resiliency

Dam Construction Rehabilitation

Water Planning & Project Development

New - District Office Technical Assistance Staff

Additional Funding Recommended:

$ 3,197,294

$950,000

$500,000

$1,747,294

$1,500,000

$1,500,000

$12,244,207

$1,878,207

$91,000

$350,000

$9,925,000

-

$5,420,000

$2,650,000

$2,270,000

$500,000

$22,361,501

FY 2027Agency

KDA

KDA

KDA

KWO

KDHE

KDHE

KDHE

KDHE

KDA

KWO

KDHE
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March 4, 2026 

Regional Project Prioritization 

Missouri RAC 

1. When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative 
that clearly rises as the top priority? 

• If yes, what is it and why? 

o Providing support for WRAPS projects to implement BMPs to improve 
sediment control & water capture/infiltration.  

• If you were going to pick a short-term priority project (one to be completed in 1-2 
years) AND a long-term project (a larger project that would take longer to 
implement), what would those be? 

o BMP Implementation through WRAPS/streambank stabilization  

o Impacts to wells through contamination (nitrates) 

 

2. What criteria should be used to determine regional project priority (ex. Urgency, 
population impact, water supply reliability, economic impact, environmental 
benefits, etc.)? 

a. Reliability/resiliency through flood & drought prioritizing water supply 
security  

 

3. Are there projects that require immediate action vs. those that are important but 
longer-term? 

a. A longer-term project is the WISE farm & implementation of irrigation 
technology in the MO Region.  

 

 



July 9, 2025 

FY26 Budget Input 

Missouri RAC 

1. Are areas of current funding in line with present statewide and regional water 
resource needs and priorities? 

a. Improve Water Quality includes both groundwater and surface. It 
includes line items such as HAB program, TMDLs, and WRAPS….etc.  

b. The percentage of the FY26 budget going to Conserve and Extend may be 
too large.  

c. Some of the budget line items bleed into other GP categories and they 
are difficult to categorize into single guiding principles (i.e. Aid to 
Conservation Districts categorized as Conserve and Extend the HPA).  

d. Overall, the RAC thinks more funding should go to Water Quality.  
e. Research and education is also an important category to fund  
f. Some line items that are being utilized within the Missouri region under 

Technical Assistance and BMP Implementation are categorized Conserve 
and Extend, but the group wants to emphasize that these funds should 
be available across the state. 
 

2. What is your RAC’s highest priority for future funding? 
a. Water quality is the highest priority 

i. BMP Implementation and water quality initiatives are going to be 
an increasing responsibility of the state especially as federal 
funding decreases to projects and programs going to BMP 
Implementation.  

ii. Especially for source water protection.  
b. Reservoirs are also an expensive thing that should be funded.  
c. Plans need to be in place for wildfire, erosion, and soil health. This 

requires the legislature to recognize that climate change is real.  
d. BMP Implementation and water quality initiatives.  

 
3. How could flexible (non-required) funding be best utilized to advance KWP 

implementation efforts to address statewide and regional water resource needs 
and priorities? 

a. There is a need to emphasize the importance of Emergency Operations, 
risk and resiliency planning.  

i. Flood, drought, fire 
ii. Contingency plans 



b. There is a significant need for the Technical Assistance and Water Project 
grants 

c. Water infrastructure repair and replacements – lack of federal SRF 
funding for this 

i. Especially for the drinking water SRF 
ii. Drinking water rate payers are paying into the State Water Plan 

Fund, so it makes sense that more funding go into drinking water 
infrastructure.  
 

4. Are there existing KWP Initiatives or other areas where additional resources 
beyond total FY26 appropriated amounts should be considered to address 
statewide and/or regional water resource needs or priorities? 

a. Aid to conservation districts, Infrastructure updates, TMDL initiative, BMP 
Implementation and technical assistance – water resources cost share, 
Drinking water resiliency planning  
 

5. Are there any shovel ready/worth projects which should be considered for future 
funding which help to address statewide and/or regional water resource needs 
or priorities? 

a. There are some infrastructure projects that are ready to be funded in the 
Region.  

b. Several programs under DOC and even WRAPS are shovel ready projects 
– support funding for these water resource cost share programs, non-
point source program, Streambank stabilization program 

 



 

 
MEMO 

 

DATE:   
TO: 

FROM: 
RE: 

July 8, 2026 
Regional Advisory Committees 
Victoria Asbury, Policy & Gov Relations Manager 
Water Program Task Force Update 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS  66612 
Phone: (785) 296-3185 
Fax: (785) 296-0878 
www.kwo.ks.gov  

 
 

The Water Program Task Force met on June 23-24, 2026 in Topeka. Their primary agenda items were review of 
recommendations from the Water Planning Work Group and discussion on funding. 
 
 
Water Planning Work Group 
 
The Water Planning Work Group is charged with conducting a study of the State Water Resource Planning Act and 
developing recommendations to modernize the Act. During their meetings, the Work Group examined current statutes, 
discussed potential revisions, and reviewed alternate proposals. The Work Group finalized two proposals to modernize 
the State’s water planning structure and process which were presented to the Task Force on June 23, 2026.  
 

1. The “Alternative” Proposal recommends the establishment of a new agency, the Kansas Department of Natural 
Resources, comprised of the Kansas Water Office; the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water 
Resources; and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Division of Environment. It also proposes 
to abolish the Kansas Water Authority and the Regional Advisory Committees. 

o Summary of Alternative Proposal 
2. The “Amended” Proposal recommends retaining the Kansas Water Office and the Kansas Water Authority. It 

proposes a more formal local and regional input process through Regional Water Planning Committees, creates 
rolling five-year regional water plans, and redesigns the Kansas Water Authority.  

o Summary of Amended Proposal 
 
Susan Metzger, Chair of the Work Group, presented the two proposals to the Task Force. Members of the Work Group 
answered questions from the Task Force. 

o Work Group Presentation 
 

Senator Kenny Titus, Co-Chair of the Water Program Task Force, introduced an additional proposal which recommends 
retaining the Kansas Water Office, establishing a Water Finance Council, and replacing Regional Advisory Committees 
with Regional Development Organizations. 

o Senator Titus Proposal 
 
The Task Force discussed components of each proposal including the creation of a new agency, redesigning the KWA, 
and the local input process. The Task Force requested the Work Group consider their discussion and formulate 
additional proposals for the Task Force’s consideration. 
 
 
 

http://www.kwo.ks.gov/
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQD5-eyzk-yQRbupgDXLe1DfAYzX4kPF8VlLthOvka0UDko?e=GSdIfA
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQAZtQXGY1qRSob5kBgvuSdTAZMIADZhQTGLHqhgfj2PwMk?e=dXfJCi
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/victoria_asbury_kwo_ks_gov/IQDFUdq9R-QUTrokd3LNVxE5AWL1VGzK_zorGRDHiEfwqOU?e=qrVYq0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/testimony/pdf/?apn=b2025_26/year2/other_committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/testimony/published/ctte_tf_water_program_1_20260624_11_testimony.html


 

 
Funding the State Water Plan Fund 
 
The Kansas Legislative Research Department presented the funding options noted in the 2017 Blue Ribbon Funding 
Task Force for Water Resource Management Report, including sales tax and bottled water fee. The Task Force appeared 
generally favorable to either creation of a new sales tax or a sales tax carve off, but no official recommendation was 
made. 
 
State agencies presented additional project and program funding needs. They noted recent progress with the 
implementation of additional funding from 2023 Sen. Sub. for HB 2302 and opportunities for increased program 
implementation if additional funding were made available. 

o State Agency Presentation 
 
Full materials and testimony from the June 23-24 meetings, as well as other Task Force meetings, can be 
accessed on the Kansas Legislature’s Water Program Task Force webpage through the following link: 
https://kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/documents/.  
 
 
Future Meetings 
 
The Co-chairs of the Task Force stated the intention to meet again after the August Primary elections. The Task 
Force has been approved to meet 5 days before the 2027 Legislative Session.  

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/testimony/pdf/?apn=b2025_26/year2/other_committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/testimony/published/ctte_tf_water_program_1_20260624_02_testimony.html
https://kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/committees/ctte_tf_water_program_1/documents/


 
Meeting Notice: 
Tuesday, July 8, 2026 
                        
For More Information:  
Kristin Kaipust 
(785) 296-3185, Kristin.kaipust@kwo.ks.org  
 
 

 
 

Missouri Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Upcoming Meeting 
Tuesday, July 14 at 10 a.m. in Atchison and via Teams 

 
The Missouri Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, July 14 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss 
regional water issues. The meeting will take place at 111 N 8th Street, Atchison, Kansas. An online 
meeting link is available upon request. 
 
The agenda for this meeting will include a presentation of the AWQUA Program and a presentation on 
SFY27/28 budget information with a discussion of the RAC’s budget recommendations to follow. 
Additionally, there will be updates from each RAC member and the Kansas Water Office.  
 
The agenda, meeting materials and how to access the meeting will be available on the KWO website at 
kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by calling (785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-
9283). For more information about the RACs and the full membership or the KWA visit the  
KWO website.  
 
If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900 
SW Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days 
prior to the meeting.  
 
 
Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the reasonable 
accommodations messages.  
 

# # # 
 

As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates public 
input throughout the state.  
 
The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and conservation. 
KWO also reviews all water laws and makes recommendations to the Governor and Legislature for needed legislation. 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Phone:  (785)-296-3185 
Fax:  (785)-296-0878 

www.kwo.ks.gov  
Connie Owen, Director 

  
Laura Kelly, Governor 
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