MENO Kansas

Water Office
DATE: July 8, 2026 900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404
TO: Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee Members Topeka, KS 66612
FROM: Keadron Pearson Phone: (785) 296-3185
RE: July 10, 2026 Hybrid Meeting Fax: (785) 296-0878

www.kwo.ks.gov

The Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will be having an in-person meeting, with a virtual
attendance option available upon request via Zoom, on July 10, 2026 at 9:00 AM (CDT). In-person meeting location
details are below.

Meeting Address:
GMDI1 Office

906 W 5t

Scott City, KS 67871

The agenda will include RAC budget discussion and input, updates on regional projects, and discussion from
RAC members on regional issues.

Enclosed are the materials for the July 10, 2026 Meeting:
e Agenda

Meeting notes from the May 15, 2026 Meeting

FY2027 State Water Plan Fund

FY2027 RAC Budget Input

March 2026 Project Priority Input

Upper Smoky Hill RAC Membership Table

Upper Smoky Hill RAC Goals & Actions Plan

Press Release

If you cannot participate, or have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please contact me by telephone at
(785) 581-4913 or by e-mail at Keadron.Pearson@kwo.ks.gov.



mailto:Keadron.Pearson@kwo.ks.gov

UPPER SMOKY HILL
REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

d1Sdas MEETING AGENDA

Water Office

DATE: July 10, 2026
TIME: 9:00 AM (CDT)
LOCATION: In-Person/Virtual (Meeting Materials)

GMD1 Office
906 W 5t
Scott City, KS 67871

Zoom (Link available upon request.)

I. Welcome and Introductions — RAC Chair

Il. Review of Agenda — RAC Chair/Members

Ill. Review of May 2026 Meeting Notes — RAC Chair/Members

IV. FY2028 RAC Budget Input — KWO and Members

V. Task Force Update — Katie Durham

VI. Updates
a. RAC Member — RAC Members (2 min each)

b. Kansas Water Authority - KWO

c. Kansas Water Office — KWO

VII. Other Business- RAC Chair
a. Agency Reports — *limited to 5 minutes

b. Public comments — *limited to 5 minutes
c. Future Agenda Items from RAC Members

d. RAC Messages to the KWA

VIIl. Adjourn

Future Meeting

GMD1 Board Meeting: July 20

Kansas Water Authority: August 12

Bottom Line Conference: August 20 & 21

Next Upper Smoky Hill RAC Meeting: September/October — doodle poll
Governor’s Water Conference: November 9 & 10

PoooTw

Note: underlined items are action items for RAC

*Public Comments are limited to 3-5 minutes and limited to issues related to regional goals, action plans or other water resource issues

or concerns.


https://www.kwo.ks.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/376/74
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Water Office

Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee Meeting
9:00 PM (CDT), May 15, 2026

Hybrid Meeting

Members in Attendance:
Name City Category Term Present
Katie Durham (Chair) Scott City, KS Groundwater Management 2029 Yes
Frank Mercurio (Vice-Chair) | Scott City, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2027 Yes
Perry Nowak Scott City, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2027 No
Farrin Watt Leoti, KS Agriculture (cc) 2029 No
Louis “Bo” Parkinson Scott City, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 No
Mark Callender Dighton, KS Agriculture Industry 2027 Yes
Roy Dixon Scott City, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029 Yes
VACANT Financial 2029
VACANT Irrigation 2027

Otbhers in attendance:
Name Agency
Keadron Pearson KWO
Randy Hazlett KWA
Sydney Watters KDHE
Stacie Minson KSU
Kassidy Koehn Tomorrow’s Water KACD

1. Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 9:07 A.M. (CDT) by the Chair. All present
provided self-introductions.

2. Review of Agenda: The agenda was reviewed. The motion was made by Frank Mercurio to accept the agenda as
presented. The motion was seconded by Roy Dixon. No changes were requested by the RAC members and the
motion passed.

3. Review of March 2026 Meeting Notes: The meeting notes were reviewed. There was a changed noted that
needed corrected on item #5 in the notes to correct the names of the RAC members to Roy Dixon making the
motion and Katie Durham seconding. Roy Dixon made the motion to approve the notes with corrections and
Frank Mercurio seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed.

4. Tomorrow’s Water & KACD: Kassidy Koehn (Tomorrow’s Water) presented an overview of what Tomorrow’s
Water is and the work they do with KACD and other partners. She highlighted their work with playas as a source
of recharge for water sources. Following the presentation, members of the RAC engaged in questions and
discussion on information shared during the presentation.

5. RAC Chair Presentation at June KWA Meeting: A draft of the RAC Chair’s presentation was shared with the
RAC that would be presented to the KW A at their upcoming meeting in June. Committee members offered feedback
on each slide and additional information to include. It was requested that if any RAC members have any topical

Membership: Katie Durham (Chair), Scott City, KS; Frank Mercurio (Vice-Chair), Scott City,; Perry Nowak
(Vice-Chair), Scott City, KS; Farrin Watt, Leoti, KS, Louis “Bo” Parkinson, Scott City, KS; Mark Callender,
Dighton, KS; Roy Dixon, Scott City, KS

KWO Planner: Keadron Pearson, 785-581-4913, keadron.pearson@ks.gov
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information or pictures that would be good to include, to please share those with Keadron and the Chair to
incorporate into the slideshow. The Chair and Keadron would continue to further to develop and finalize the
presentation.

6. Updates
a. RAC Member: Each committee member provided a two-minute update on regional events and issues.

Among the updates shared, Frank Mercurio shared that he has been busy working with wastewater
reclamation projects and provide engineering support on them; Roy Dixon commented that he felt today’s
meeting had been good; Mark Callender commented that the region had gotten a little rain, however the
wheat crop was not looking very good from he had seen, he also expressed concerns with input cost for
crop products, and that cattle numbers are also very low; Katie Durham provided updates on upcoming
events and activities in the region.

b. Kansas Water Authority (KWA): Keadron Pearson (KWO) informed the RAC of recent KWA meeting
that had taken place the previous month and reminded them of the upcoming meeting taking place the next
month in Scott City.

c. Kansas Water Office (KWO): Keadron Pearson (KWO) gave an update on recent agency changes that
had occurred since the last RAC meeting and remarked current grant opportunity and programs available
through KWO.

7. Other Business

a. Agency Reports:

Sydney Watters (KDHE): Shared information grants opportunities and projects for regional communities.
Katie Durham (GMD1): reported that they had been busy working on the Wichita County LEMA renewal
and they were getting ready to start work on the Four County LEMA. They also are working to submit their
action plan with longer term goals identified. She also shared information on future grant plans.

Kassidy Koehn (Tomorrow’s Water KACD): nothing to share at this time

Stacie Minson (KSU): reported on BMP working being done with Farmers and Ranchers, and shared
information on private well sampling being done.

b. Public Comments: Randy Hazlett commented that he was worried about the drought and remarked he
agreed with earlier comments made by Mark Callender regarding the mark conditions.

c. Future Agenda Items from RAC Members: It was requested to have a joint RAC meeting again and tour
if possible and to learn more about the new KGS exhibit at the El Quartelejo Museum in Scott City, and an
update on the GMD1 LEMAs.

d. Messages to the KWA: None

8. Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 10:19 AM (CDT).

Future Meeting
i. GMDI1 Board Meeting and Annual Meeting: May 20
ii. Kansas Water Authority Meeting: June 10
iii. Next Upper Smoky Hill RAC Meeting: Late June/Early July — doodle poll
iv. Bottom Line Conference: August 20 & 21

Membership: Katie Durham (Chair), Scott City, KS; Frank Mercurio (Vice-Chair), Scott City,; Perry Nowak
(Vice-Chair), Scott City, KS; Farrin Watt, Leoti, KS, Louis “Bo” Parkinson, Scott City, KS; Mark Callender,
Dighton, KS; Roy Dixon, Scott City, KS

KWO Planner: Keadron Pearson, 785-581-4913, keadron.pearson@ks.gov
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State Water Plan Fund Budget Recommendations

FY2027
Guiding FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 KWA/Agency FY2027 Total

State Water Plan Fund EXPENDITURES Principle Actuals Approved Adjusted Base Enhancement Budget Recs
Recs

Department of Health and Environment

Contamination Remediation wQ $ 837,327 $ 3,922,175 $2,121,793 $ 1,878,207 $ 4,000,000
Local Environment Protection Program waQ $ 784,332 $ 814,988 $ 650,000 $ 350,000 $ 1,000,000
Nonpoint Source Program wQ $ 305,482 $ 1,012,609 $ 453,123 $ 91,000 $ 544,123
TMDL Initiatives wQ $ 1,382,978 $ 576,140 $399,171 $ - $ 399,171
Drinking Water Protection Program waQ $ 1,825,575 $ 1,676,823 $ 800,000 $ - $ 800,000
Watershed Restoration/Protection Plan (WRAPS) waQ $ 975,333 $ 1,847,579 $ 1,000,000 $ - $ 1,000,000
Aquifer Recharge Basin waQ $ 425,534 $ 74,466 $ - $ - $ -

Equus Beds wQ $ - $ 75,000 $ 75,000 $ 9,925,000 $ 10,000,000
Harmful Algae Bloom Pilot waQ $ 135,521 $ 175,703 $ 155,934 $ - $ 155,934
Surface Water Trash Removal waQ $ 50,000 $ 100,000 $ - $ - $ -

Small Town Infrastructure Support Resiliency $ 3,244,000 $ - $ - $ - $ -
New-District Office Technical Assistance Staff Resiliency $ - $ - $ - $ 500,000 $ 500,000
SUBTOTAL- KDHE $ 9,966,082 $ 10,275,483 $ 5,655,021 $ 12,744,207 $ 18,399,228

Department of Agriculture

Interstate Water Issues HPA $ 437,242 $ 1,204,668 $ 555,492 $ - $ 555,492
Water Use Database Modernization HPA $ 76,425 $ 597,968 $ 257,031 $ - $ 257,031
Subbasin Water Resources Management HPA $ 1,150,340 $ 3,724,139 $ 704,740 $ - $ 704,740
Irrigation Technology HPA $ 2,225,000 $ 2,931,480 $ 2,550,000 $ 950,000 $ 3,500,000
Crop and Livestock Research R&E $ 519,707 $ 1,450,000 $ 450,000 $ - $ 450,000
Soil Health R&E $ 470,325 $ 426,845 $ 400,000 $ - $ 400,000
Water Resources Cost Share HPA $ 5,950,593 $ 4,285,746 $ 4,000,000 $ 500,000 $ 4,500,000
Nonpoint Source Pollution Asst. wQ $ 2,309,306 $ 2,112,210 $ 1,871,401 $ - $ 1,871,401
Aid to Conservation Districts HPA $ 3,502,706 $ 5,252,706 $ 3,502,706 $ 1,747,294 $ 5,250,000
Water Transition Assistance Program HPA $ 2,977,672 $ 4,939,216 $ 1,561,413 $ - $ 1,561,413
Dam Construction Rehabilitation Resiliency $ 2,983,687 $ 3,016,313 $ 3,000,000 $ 2,650,000 $ 5,650,000
Water Quality Buffer Initiative wQ $ - $ 635,432 $ - $ - $ -
Riparian and Wetland Program wQ $ 518,679 $ 328,751 $ 154,024 $ - $ 154,024
Streambank Stabilization Reservoir $ 1,766,284 $ 2,226,101 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $ 1,360,444 $ 2,531,720 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
SUBTOTAL- KDA $ 26,248,410 $ 35,663,295 $ 23,006,807 $ 5,847,294 $ 28,854,101

Kansas Water Office

Assessment and Evaluation R&E $ 2,496,513 $ 2,922,729 $ 1,231,255 $ - $ 1,231,255
MOU-Storage Operations & Maintenance Reservoir $714,848 $ 893,684 $ 1,293,601 $ - $ 1,293,601
Stream Gaging Reservoir $ 458,258 $ 698,708 $ 798,708 $ - $ 798,708
Conservation Assist for Water Users Resiliency $ 375,000 $739,939 $ 500,000 $ - $ 500,000
Reservoir and Water Quality Research R&E $ 817,730 $ 604,704 $ 500,000 $ - $ 500,000
Water Quality Partnerships wQ $ 353,851 $ 3,003,640 $ 350,000 $ - $ 350,000
KS Water Plan Education & Outreach R&E $ 308,811 $ 1,150,946 $ 400,000 $ - $ 400,000
High Plains Aquifer Partnerships HPA $ 1,058,988 $ 4,395,854 $ 2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000
Kansas Reservoir Protection Initiative Reservoir $ - $ 89,888 $ - $ - $ -
Equus Beds Chloride Project wQ $8,214 $ 66,786 $ - $ - $ -
Arbuckle Study R&E $ 660,000 $ 300,000 $ 70,000 $ - $ 70,000
Water Injection Dredging (WID) Reservoir $ 2,000,000 $ - $ - $ - $ -
Water Planning & Project Development Resiliency $ - $ 1,500,000 $ 730,000 $ 2,270,000 $ 3,000,000
Independent Program Evaluation R&E $ - $ 450,000 $ 360,000 $ - $ 360,000
John Redmond Reservoir Dredging Reservoir $ - $ 1,500,000 $ - $ - $ -
New-Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives Reservoir $ - $ - $ - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
HB 2302 Resiliency $ 291,048 $ 2,027,066 $ 855,994 $ - $ 855,994
SUBTOTAL- KWO $ 9,543,261 $ 20,343,944 $ 9,089,558 $ 3,770,000 $ 12,859,558
Department of Wildlife & Parks
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program R&E $ 128,310 $ 224,457 $ 224,457 $ - $ 224,457
University of Kansas - Geological Survey HPA & WQ $ 39,999 $ 1,755,726 $ 840,000 $ - $ 840,000
\__ Total State Water Plan Expenditures $ 45,926,062 $ 68,262,905 $ 38,815,843 $ 22,361,501 $ 61,177,344 )

Kansas Water Plan Guiding Principle:

HPA - Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer, Reservoir - Secure, Protect, and Restore our Reservoirs
WQ - Improve Water Quality, R&E - Research and Education: Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources
Resiliency - Reduce Vulnerability to Extreme Events




SWPF Budget Enhancement Recommendations

The KWA also encourages the Legislature to increase funding for water programs. The KWA includes

specific recommendations below for an additional $22.4 million in their FY 2027 budget recommendations.

A Ooe

Research and Education

Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer $ 3,197,294
Irrigation Technology KDA $950,000
Water Resources Cost Share KDA $500,000
Aid to Conservation Districts KDA $1,747,294
New - Reservoir Sediment Management Initiatives KWO $1,500,000
Contamination Remediation KDHE $1,878,207
Nonpoint Source Program KDHE $91,000
Local Environmental Protection Program (LEPP) KDHE $350,000
Equus Beds KDHE $9,925,000

Resiliency $5,420,000
Dam Construction Rehabilitation KDA $2,650,000
Water Planning & Project Development KWO $2,270,000
New - District Office Technical Assistance Staff KDHE $500,000
S Additional Funding Recommended: $22,361,501 )
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Water Office
DATE: June 25,2025 900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404
TO: Regional Advisory Committees Topeka, KS 66612
FROM: Kansas Water Office Phone: (785) 296-3185
RE: FY 2027 SWPF Upper Smoky Hill Budget Fax: (785) 296-0878
Recommendations www.kwo.ks.gov

Each July, the Kansas Water Office seeks input from the Regional Advisory Committees (RACs) on State Water Plan
Fund (SWPF) budget recommendations. The SWPF is a dedicated fund for water projects and programs in the state. Its
primary revenue sources are transfers from the State General Fund and the Economic Development Initiatives Fund
and statutory fees. This revenue totals approximately $40 million per year. Input from the RACs is shared with the
Kansas Water Authority for consideration in final budget recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature.

To aid with this input, the Kansas Water Office has prepared this memo, including discussion questions, and two
additional tables with information on the SWPF. Some informational notes:

e FY 2026 Base Budget: This does not include the additional $7.5 million provided by the 2025 Legislature. This
additional funding was provided on a one-time basis and should not be included in future budget years.

o FY 2027 Additional Funding Requests: Funding for these items would require additional revenue to the SWPF
or rearranging existing funding within the SWPF.

1. Are areas of current funding in line with present statewide and regional water resource needs and priorities? Please
refer to Table 1 for source information for these graphs.

e Feedyard water reclamation projects under High Plains Aquifer funding line item.

¢ Funding for livestock water reclamation under best management practice implementation (BMP) and
technical assistance.

2. What is your RAC’s highest priority for future funding?

e Livestock water reclamation projects.



How could flexible (non-required) funding be best utilized to advance KWP implementation efforts to address
statewide and regional water resource needs and priorities? Please refer to Table 1 for source information for this
graph. The total amount of flexible (non-required) funding in FY 2026 was approximately $23 million.

More resources/funding/Technical Assistances for unincorporated communities and communities over
the population thresholds of 2000.

Livestock waste water reclamation project funding.
Irrigation technologies funding.
Continued support for ITI services.

Continued education and outreach on producer success stories from ITI. Emphasizing how this is an
opportunity to assist and empower the individual.

Are there existing KWP Initiatives or other areas where additional resources beyond total FY26 appropriated
amounts should be considered to address statewide and/or regional water resource needs or priorities? Please refer
to Table 2 for additional funding requests from state agencies.

Adding in funding for projects for livestock waste water reclamation and research.
Enhanced implementations and support of BMPs for all regional stakeholders.
Cost-share for system improvements for irrigators.

Municipal infrastructure.

Are there any shovel ready/worthy projects which should be considered for future funding which help to address
statewide and/or regional water resource needs or priorities?

Regional ag education and certification center that is in the early design stages called Western Field
Dreams.

Wesken Community Unincorporated that has a population of under 200 is actively looking at
infrastructure replacement.

Support those livestock facilities that are ready to pursue a full-scale water reclamation system.



Upper Smoky Hill RAC Priority Project Input —03/02/2026

1. When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative
that clearly rises as the top priority?

Pilot project for livestock wastewater reclamation at a regional feedyard utilizing
membrane filtration technologies available that would potentially treat water to
levels suitable for cattle consumption.

o Ifyes, whatisitand why? Itis a huge priority economically for our region, and it
can also have carry over benefits for municipal water use.

e If you were going to pick a short-term priority project (one to be completed in 1-2
years) AND a long-term project (a larger project that would take longer to
implement), what would those be? Long-term project on water quality quantity

Short-term:
Livestock wastewater reclamation

Long-term:

Breaking down the needs for different water users. Recommend priorities be
looked at based on user group and region. Evaluate long-term project priorities
for each group.

Groundwater/irrigation: LEMAs. The need for ITl, evaluations, the
data/telemetry. The need for data collections and personnel to assist.
Awareness of the quality and quantity issues.

Municipal: reclamation and quality concerns. Awareness of water issues.

Domestic: free water sampling for wells to test for quality and have access to
treatment solutions.

CAFO: all facilities of 30,000 head or more should have wastewater
reclamation programs.

2. What criteria should be used to determine regional project priority (ex. Urgency,
population impact, water supply reliability, economic impact, environmental
benefits, etc.)?

Economic. The need to maintain the regional economy is significant.



3. Arethere projects that require immediate action vs. those that are important but
longer-term?

See question 1
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Members with Current Terms

Name City Category Term
Katie Durham (Chair) Scott City, KS Groundwater Management 2029
Frank Mercurio (Vice-Chair) | Scott City, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2027
Perry Nowak Scott City, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2027
Farrin Watt Leoti, KS Agriculture (cc) 2029
Mark Callender Dighton, KS Agriculture Industry 2027
Roy Dixon Scott City, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029
Louis "Bo" Parkinson Scott City, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027
Allen Hess Scott City, KS Irrigation 2027
VACANT Financial 2029




Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee
Goals & Actions Plan

Goal #1

Work with agencies to identify areas within the region that have similar aquifer characteristics
and establish long-term use levels that will extend the useful life of the aquifer in those areas
until 2070.

Action Steps:

1. Support implementation of the Wichita County LEMA submitted by Groundwater
Management District No. 1 (GMD 1).

2. Support implementation of the Groundwater Recharge and Sustainability Project (GRASP)
RCPP that was recently approved.

3. Continue to support enroliment in the Wichita County WCA.

4. Provide recommendations to GMD 1 for additional LEMASs based upon the information
developed by KGS for the proposed revision of Goal #1.

5. Support KDA and other agencies in exploring options on ways to help citizen groups submit
conservation proposals for LEMAs and other tools to the Chief Engineer.

6. Establish methods for local producers that will identify provisions within USDA farm
programs that conflict with Goal #1. This would include crop insurance and loan programs.

7. Education:

a. Provide education and outreach to crop consultants concerning specific information on water
use reductions and technologies available to achieve water conservation related to irrigated crop
production.

b. Conduct seminars with local agricultural lenders to explain the purpose and implementation of
Goal #1.

c. Publish an annual report for the region showing annual water use and trends in irrigation use
and aquifer levels.

Goal #2

Encourage public water supplies within the planning region to complete studies of municipal
water consumption and develop goals and plans for conservation by 2025.

Action Steps:

Revised 06/02/2020



1. Assemble information about programs and grants that are available from state agencies and
related entities (KWO, KDHE, Kansas Rural Water Association, KWRA) to evaluate water
consumption and quality; identify sources of waste; plan and fund infrastructure improvements;
and provide incentives to establish landscaping with lower water requirements.

2. Provide information and education on how rate structures can provide incentives for water
conservation.

3. Education may include presentations to city governing bodies on remaining aquifer life and
the process for acquiring water rights and changing beneficial use to municipal use.

Goal #3

Encourage the implementation of water conservation measures at confined animal feeding
operations (CAFQs) in the region.

Action Steps:

1. Investigate and determine the most effective format for sharing information about water
treatment and recycling systems with CAFO owners and managers. Note that this may include
field days, online posts and videos, and presentations to companies and producer organizations.

2. Provide information on existing technology and vendors for water conservation systems: a.
Water tank overflow treatment and recycling systems b. Water tanks and fountains that do not
require continuous overflow c. Devices that regulate overflows based on water temperature

3. Determine the availability of programs and funding for research of technology for wastewater
treatment and reuse for livestock consumption. This includes evaluation of livestock health
impacts associated with such systems.

Revised 06/02/2020
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For More Information:
Kristin Kaipust
(785) 296_3 1 85 , krl Stin.kaipust@kwo .kS o0V L Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee

Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee Meeting
July 10, 9:00 A.M. (CDT), Hybrid Meeting

The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Upper Smoky Hill Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will have a
meeting to discuss current water issues affecting the region as well as the state.

The meeting will be Friday, July 10 at 9:00 a.m. in hybrid format, with the in-person portion taking place at
GMD #1, 906 W 5% in Scott City. The agenda will include RAC budget discussion and input, updates on
regional projects, and discussion from RAC members on regional issues.

The agenda, online meeting link and meeting materials will be available at kwo.ks.gov or you may request
copies by calling (785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-9283).

If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900 SW
Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days prior to the
meeting.

Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the reasonable accommodations
messages.

HH#H#

As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates
public input throughout the state.

The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and
conservation. KWO also reviews all water laws and makes recommendations to the Governor and Legislature for needed
legislation.
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