
 

 

EQUUS-WALNUT  

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA DETAILS 

I. Welcome and Roll Call 

II. Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Approval of Agenda 

III. RAC Review of March 2026 Meeting Notes 

IV. RAC Business  

a. Kirk Groundwater Research Group Presentation- Mathew Kirk (K-State) 

b. WISE Cedar Tree Project Presentation- Derek Haines (KWO) 

c. RAC Budget Input Discussion 

d. RAC Member region updates- 2 min each 

 
V. Agency Updates/Public Comments 

 
VI. Adjourn  

 

 
DATE: 

 
July 13, 2026 
 

TIME: 10:00 AM  
 

LOCATION:  
 

 

McPherson BPU.  
401 W Kansas Ave, McPherson, KS 67460  
 
 
 



 
 

 
Membership: Steve Hieger, Chair, Wichita; Josh Bedel, Vice-Chair, McPherson; Daniel Clement, Wichita; 
Tim Boese, Halstead; Richard Basore, Sedgwick; Russ Tomevi, Winfield; David Bogner, Mt. Hope; Jerry 
Clasen, Nickerson; Don Henry, Wichita; Sandy Koontz, Benton; Dan Defore, Dexter; Sara Miller, Burrton; 
Daryn Martin, El Dorado; 
KWO Planner: Riley Vande Ven riley.vandeven@kwo.ks.gov  
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Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

  
Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

12:30 pm March 18th, 2026 
Zoom and McPherson BPU 

Members in Attendance:  
Name  City  Category  Term  Present 
Steve Hieger  Wichita, KS Industry/ Commerce (cc) 2027 Yes 
Josh Bedel (Chair) McPherson, KS Public Water Supply 3 2029 Yes 
Daniel Clement Wichita, KS Industry/Commerce 2 2029 Yes 
Russell Tomevi  Winfield, KS Integrated Planning 2027 No 
David Bogner (Vice-Chair) Mt. Hope, KS Groundwater Management 2027 Yes 
Sara Miller Burrton, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029 No 
Don Henry Wichita, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 Yes 
Tim Boese Halstead, KS Conservation/ Environment 2 2027 Yes 
Richard Basore Sedgwick, KS Agriculture  2029 Yes 
Jerry Clasen Nickerson, KS Agriculture 2 2027 Yes 
Sandy Koontz Benton, KS Conservation/ Environment 2 2027 Yes 
Dan Defore Dexter, KS Watershed Protection 2027 No 
Daryn Martin El Dorado, KS Public Water Supply 2  2029 Yes 

 
Others in Attendance:  

Name  Affiliation Name  
Riley Vande Ven KWO   
Angela Anderson KWO   
Olivia Oliva KWO-Intern   
David Bollenback KCC   
Ron Graber K-State   
Chloe Gehring Cheney Lake Watershed    
Lauren Campbell KWO   
Amelia Lane KWO   
    
    
    

 
 
1) Welcome and Roll Call: Chairman, Josh Bedel, called the meeting to order at 12:31 p.m. Josh thanked everyone for 

coming and proceeded with roll call.  
2) Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Approval of Agenda: Steve asked the RAC if there were any additions or 

changes to the meeting agenda. Tim Boese made a motion and Steve Hieger seconded the motion to approve the 
agenda.  

 
3) Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 18, 2026: Jerry Clasen made 

the motion to accept the March meeting minutes. David Bogner seconded the motion and motion passed.   
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Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

 
 
4) RAC Business:  

 
 

•  RAC Engagement Discussion:  

Topic 1: Long-Term Water Funding 
 

1. In 2024, each RAC provided input on long-term water revenue sources: what they liked or disliked about the 
proposed revenue sources and what other revenue sources should be considered. 

• Does the RAC continue to support the funding approaches previously identified? Why or why not? 

Yes, maybe narrow down the list.  
- Remove higher education from list- not sure about the conversation around that topic.  

Still agree with all water users contributing, associated cost with direct usage.  

- How to distribute the cost- share?  
- Charge per unit, may lead to direct conservation activities 
- Some already pay fees, do you stack on already existing fees? 

Look at sales tax 
Do you not collect quantity charges for quality related projects  

 
2. Have conditions, priorities, or regional needs changed in a way that would alter your previous recommendations? 

Larger water users contribute larger amounts to water funding.  
3. Are there additional funding mechanisms or revenue sources the RAC would like to explore or recommend at this 

time? 

• A dollar per license plate goes towards conservation fund. 
• Make sure higher charges for water usage goes directly towards water conservation. 
• Irrigation farm is taxed at a higher rate can some of that be used to be used for water conservation funding instead 

of grassland.  
• Sales tax is most likely best option for dedicated funding.  

o can get tricky with sales tax exempt users 
o universal, fair for all consumers 
o sales tax apply to some level of usage, needs a reasonable amount of consumption that is necessary for 

sales tax.  
• Look at other states and how they fund their water projects.  
• State surplus funding go into dedicated fund for water.  

What concerns or trade-offs should be carefully considered when establishing long-term water funding? 
How do we protect the funding and have consistent funding.  
-People would more likely contribute to water resource projects if there is trust in the funding.  
Greater transparency on where monthly water bills are going.  
Not a revenue problem but more of a spending problem.  
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Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

 -direct dedicated funding 
 

Topic 2: Regional Project Prioritization 
1. When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative that clearly rises as the top 

priority? 

• If yes, what is it and why? 

Water Reuse- still an initiative to continue KDHE to fund and research it.  
-funding to make sure KDHE has the resources needed  
-needed for drought preparedness  

• If you were going to pick a short-term priority project (one to be completed in 1-2 years) AND a long-term 
project (a larger project that would take longer to implement), what would those be? 

• Infestation level of Cedar trees Buhler and Burtton Sand Hill/ Ark Kansas Basin and come up with number on 
how much water is being loss through the cedar tree expansion level. What would the recharge level be after 
tree removal?  

• -Collect data and removal  
• Complete regulations and permitting for water reuse  
• Irrigation technology initiative program  
• Water reuse implementation- once regulations in place ready to start preliminary design for the Wichita water 

treatment plant  
• Sedimentation  
• Ground water contamination and remediation- 3 ½ million funding suggested for implementation this year 

budget 
- 30 million dollar estimate to implement project  
- Look at pumping from the highest concentration locations 
- GMD2 working on sampling to understand composition of the water quality 
- The studies are complete and ready for implementation 

2. What criteria should be used to determine regional project priority (ex. Urgency, population impact, water supply 
reliability, economic impact, environmental benefits, etc.)? 

Water quantity and quality and water supply reliability  
 

Topic 3: Role of the Regional Advisory Committees 

• Chair Buehler’s letter lays out her thoughts on the core functions and responsibilities of the RACs. Is there 
anything you would add? 

N/A 

• For the experienced RAC members, how do you see your role in the state water planning process and what, if 
anything, would you change? 

• Valuable part of the process 
• More clarification on how information is brought forward.  
• Make sure the point is getting across for messages to KWA.  
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Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

• Would like to see RAC chairs together and have agenda/meeting with KWA members 
• Improve communication with KWA members  

 
• KWA Presentation Discussion: The RAC members in attendance reviewed the draft presentation and provided 

ideas/topics to include in the upcoming Equus Walnut RAC presentation for the April 8th KWA meeting.  

 
a) Regional Updates: Each RAC member in attendance gave an update on what is occurring in their regions. 

Steve Hieger: Provided update that Cheney Lake water has been released for the 1st time in four years.  
Josh Bedel: Update on South Well field gave major break to the IGUCA. Saw major water uses drop. Will continue 
to check on well levels with the South Well fields.  
Dave Bogner: Gave update on Irrigation technology and that the program has been going well. Also provided update 
on annual meeting that was held on March 5th. 
Tim Boese: Provided update on occurring system evaluations and working on direct water savings. Tim also 
provided updates on data centers going on in the area.  
Rich Basore: Mentioned lots of fertilizer used with the dry weather. The weather changes have been drastic and 
ready for rain. Rich provided update on Phragmites and Cedar trees being a concern in the region.  
Jerry Clasen: Provided update that the Ark Kansas has been a big part of recharge. Mentioned how Phragmites and 
Salt Cedars have taken over the area along with Red Cedars. K-State is doing study with domestic water well with 
Dodge City Community College and Barton County Community College. They are looking at testing in the Great 
Bend Area.  

b) Agency Updates:  
David Bollenback (KCC)- Currently bidding to plug over 3,000 wells in Flint Hills region with federal money and 
would take over 1 year.  
 
 

5) Public Comments: N/A 
 
6) Message to KWA: N/A 
 
7) Coming Up:  

a) Regional Event Sharing: N/A 
 

 
b) Future Meetings:  

Kansas Water Authority Meeting: April 8th- Great Bend Kansas  
RAC meeting- July  

 
 

Adjourn:  Chairman Josh Bedel asked if there was a motion to adjourn the meeting. Steve Hieger made the motion to 
adjourn.  Tim Boese seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 
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RAC FY28 Budget Input and discussion 

07/13/26 

Priorities and Goals Discussion 

• Does the RAC agree with the interpretation of the defined priority projects? 
Are there other projects the RAC would like to see implemented in the 
region?   

• Looking at the previous input provided, does the RAC maintain its FY27 
budget recommendations? If not, what should be changed?  

• What are the RAC’s top outcomes/goals for the upcoming fiscal year? 

• What areas might additional funding or maintaining funding be most 
impactful? 

• Are there any emerging issues that need to be addressed? 

Recommendations 

• 1.  
• 2. 
• 3.  

 



900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Phone:  (785)-296-3185 
Fax:  (785)-296-0878 

www.kwo.ks.gov 

Connie Owen, Director 
  

Laura Kelly, Governor 

  

 

Meeting Notice:              

July 07, 2026    

 

For More Information:  

Kristin Kaipust 

(785) 296-3185, kristin.kaipust@kwo.ks.gov         

 

 

Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

July 13, 2026, McPherson BPU and Zoom Meeting 
 

The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will have a 
meeting to discuss current water issues affecting the region as well as the state.  

The meeting will be held in person and via Zoom on Monday, July 13 at 10:00 a.m. at the McPherson 

BPU at 401 W Kansas Ave, McPherson, KS 67460. The agenda for this meeting will include a 

presentation on the Kirk Research Group, KWO Wise program update, RAC budget input discussion new 

as well as updates from the KWO & KWA and each RAC member. 

The agenda and meeting materials will be available at kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by calling 

(785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-9283).  

If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900 
SW Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days 

prior to the meeting.  

 
Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the reasonable 

accommodations messages.  

 
### 

 
 As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates public 

input throughout the state.  

 
The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and conservation.  
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