
 

 
MEMO 

 
DATE:   

TO: 
FROM: 

CC: 
RE: 

July 5, 2026 
Neosho RAC Members 
Derek Haines, Kansas Water Office 
Neosho RAC Advisors 
July 8, 2026 Neosho RAC Meeting 

900 SW Jackson St., Suite 404 
Topeka, KS  66612 
Phone: (785) 296-3185   
www.kwo.ks.gov 
 

 
The meeting of the Neosho Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will be held online via Microsoft Teams. 
 
The main agenda items will include regional priority projects and budget recommendations, as well as 
discussion over RAC Chair presentation topics. 
 
Enclosed are materials for the July 8, 2026 meeting:   

• Agenda 
• May 28, 2026 Neosho RAC Meeting notes 
• Press Release 

 
If you cannot attend, or have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please contact me by telephone at (785) 
296-3107 or by e-mail at derek.haines@ks.gov. 
 

http://www.kwo.ks.gov/
mailto:derek.haines@ks.gov


900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 
Topeka, KS 66612 
  

Phone:  (785)-296-3185 
Fax:  (785)-296-0878 

www.kwo.ks.gov  
 

Connie Owen, Director 
 

Laura Kelly, Governor 
 

 
 
Meeting Notice:              
July 5, 2026 
 
For More Information:  
Kristin Kaipust 
785-296-3185, Kristin.Kaipust@ks.gov   
      
 
 

Neosho Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, July 8, 2026, Online Only 

 
The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Neosho Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will have a meeting to 
discuss current water issues affecting the region as well as the state. 
 
The RAC meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8 at 1:00 p.m. A virtual attendance Teams link is 
available upon request. The main agenda items will include discussion on regional priority projects and 
budget recommendations, as well as RAC Chair presentation topics. 
 
The agenda, virtual meeting access, and meeting materials may be found when available at 
www.kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by calling (785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER  
(526-9283).  
 
If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 
900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working 
days prior to the meeting.  
 
Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to 
print the reasonable accommodations messages.  
 

### 
 
As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as 
well as facilitates public input throughout the state.  
 
The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management 
and conservation.  

 

mailto:Kristin.Kaipust@ks.gov


 
NEOSHO  

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MEETING AGENDA 

AGENDA DETAILS 
I. Welcome  

 
II. Roll call – (Chair)  

 
III. Approval of Agenda 

 
IV. Review and Approval of May 28, 2026, RAC Meeting Notes  

 
V. Comments from the Chair 

 
VI. Old Business 

 
VII.  New Business 

 
a. New RAC Member Introduction 
b. RAC Project Priority Discussion (KWO) 
c. KWA Presentation  

 
 

VIII.  RAC Member Updates/Regional Event Sharing – All RAC members’ opportunity to update the group on items 
pertaining to respective RAC representation category. 
 

IX. RAC Messages to the KWA 
 

X.  Agency Comments 
 

XI. Public Comments*  
 

XII. Adjournment 
 

 
Future Meetings 

a. Kansas Water Authority – August 12, 2026, PARSONS – *Not Independence* 
 
 
Note: Underlined items are action items for the RAC 
 
 

*Public Comments are limited to 3-5 minutes and limited to issues related to regional goals, action plans or other 
water resource issues or concerns. 

DATE: July 8, 2026 
TIME: 1 PM 

LOCATION: Virtual – Microsoft Teams 
   
  



 
 

 
Membership: Wes Fleming (Chair), Burlington, KS; Joe Buchanan (Vice Chair), Council Grove, KS; Richard 
Hines, Erie, KS; Jay Byers, Pittsburg, KS; James DePriest, Iola, KS; Tim Peoples, Parsons, KS; Lisa 
Suderman, Hillsboro, KS; Chris Janssen, Lawrence, KS 
KWO Planner: Derek Haines, 785-296-3185; derek.haines@ks.gov  
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Neosho Regional Advisory Committees Meeting 

Thursday, May 28, 2026 
1:00pm 

PAROC, Emporia, KS 
 
 
Neosho Regional Advisory Committee: 

 
Others in attendance:  

Name Agency Name Agency 
Derek Haines KWO Clint Goodrich KDHE 
Mark Lexow TNC Lena Walter Evergy 
Richard Rockel KWO   
Josh Olson KWO   
Lauren Cambell KWO   
Kristin Kloft KDA   

 
I. Welcome  

The meeting was called to order at 1:02 pm. 
 

II. Roll Call  
Roll call was taken with 8 Neosho RAC members present. 

 
III. Approval of Agenda  

The Neosho RAC reviewed the agenda. Joe Buchanan moved to approve the agenda. Richard Hines 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion, motion carried. 

 
 
 
 

Name  City  Category  Term  Present 
Wes Fleming (Chair) Burlington, KS  Industry/Commerce (cc)  2027 Y 
Joe Buchanan (Vice Chair) Council Grove, KS  Public Water Supply (cc)  2029 Y 
Richard Hines Erie, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2029 Y 
Jay Byers Pittsburg, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029 Y 
James DePriest Iola, KS At Large Public 3 2027 Y 
Tim Peoples Parsons, KS Industry/Commerce 2 2027 Y 
Lisa Suderman Hillsboro, KS  WRAPS 2027 Y 
Chris Janssen Lawrence, KS Conservation/Environment 2 2027 Y 
VACANT  Agriculture (cc) 2029  
VACANT  Water Assurance District 2027  
VACANT  Agriculture 2 2029  
VACANT  At Large Public 2 2027  
VACANT  Ranching/Grazing 2027  

mailto:derek.haines@ks.gov


 
 

 
Membership: Wes Fleming (Chair), Burlington, KS; Joe Buchanan (Vice Chair), Council Grove, KS; Richard 
Hines, Erie, KS; Jay Byers, Pittsburg, KS; James DePriest, Iola, KS; Tim Peoples, Parsons, KS; Lisa 
Suderman, Hillsboro, KS; Chris Janssen, Lawrence, KS 
KWO Planner: Derek Haines, 785-296-3185; derek.haines@ks.gov  
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IV.  Review of March 2026 RAC Meeting Notes 

The Neosho meeting notes from March 3, 2026, were reviewed. Chris Janssen moved to approve and accept 
the notes as presented. James DePriest seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 

V. Comments from the Chair –  
Want to draw attention to a product called BeeMats. They are man-made, floating wetlands used to improve 
water quality. He stated it was an interesting concept that could provide benefits to nutrient cycling/HAB 
prevention. 
 

VI. Old Business 
a. April KWA Meeting: 
Joe Buchanan provided a summary of the April KWA meeting to the RAC.  It was mentioned how the 
Neosho RAC message began an in-depth discussion by the KWA on the importance of being involved with 
the RACs. This led to the decision by the KWA to promote attendance at RAC meetings by KWA members. 
The presentation on data centers was seen as informative and well presented. Joe also pointed out the shared 
concerns voiced during the RAC Chair presentations while commenting on the perceived regional differences 
in RAC purposes. 
 

VII. New Business 
a. KWA response to Neosho RAC Message: Written response was shared with the RAC. Response was 

discussed during KWA Meeting update as being brief and leading directly into other conversation 
regarding KWA/RAC interactions.  
 

b. RAC Chair Presentation to KWA Dates: Neosho RAC Chair presentation will be at the August KWA 
Meeting 

 
c. Oxbow Presentation – Chris Janssen (TNC): Presented on the concept of disconnected oxbow 

remediation/modification for sediment and nutrient capture. Provided a brief background on the practice 
as well as the potential for benefits within the Neosho Basin, focusing above the John Redmond 
Reservoir. Discussion followed concerning location selection, construction, and legal considerations. 
Chris requested the Neosho RAC send a letter of recommendation to the Water Office encouraging 
pursuit and support of a feasibility study and provided the draft language to the RAC. Joe Buchanan 
made a motion to accept the draft language and move the letter forward to the KWO. Richard 
Hines seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

VIII. RAC Member Updates/Regional Event Sharing – 
Chris Janssen (Conservation/Environment 2): TNC will be hiring a FTE within the Rattlesnake Watershed. 
Sustainable Rivers project is ongoing; he is advocating to expand the program into the Neosho Basin. 
 
Joe Buchanan (Public Water Supply): Attended the KRWA in Wichita. Emphasized the important role of the 
KRWA as an advocate and resource for small municipalities in the state. 
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Membership: Wes Fleming (Chair), Burlington, KS; Joe Buchanan (Vice Chair), Council Grove, KS; Richard 
Hines, Erie, KS; Jay Byers, Pittsburg, KS; James DePriest, Iola, KS; Tim Peoples, Parsons, KS; Lisa 
Suderman, Hillsboro, KS; Chris Janssen, Lawrence, KS 
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Richard Hines (Conservation/Environment): Was contacted by Dr. Shelley in January to explore potential 
Neosho River sampling sites on his property for data collection relating to the proposed JRR Hydrosuction 
project. Currently waiting for re-engagement.  
 

 
IX. RAC Messages to the KWA – none 

 
X. Agency Comments – none 

 
XI. Public Comments – none 

 
XII. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 2:46 pm. 

mailto:derek.haines@ks.gov
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