SMOKY HILL - SALINE
REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Kansa’s MEETING AGENDA

Water Office
DATE: Friday, July 10t 2026

TIME:  10:00AM (CDT)

LOCATION: 401 S. 5" St, Salina, KS 67401
Via Zoom:
Zoom link sent upon request.

I. Welcome and Roll Call
Ill. Approval of Agenda
lll. Review of March 2026 Meeting Minutes

IV. RAC Business
a. RAC Budget Input Discussion
b. AWQUA Presentation
c. RAC Member Updates

V. Agency Comments/ Public Comments

VI. Adjourn

Note: underlined items are action items for RAC




Kansa

Water Office

Smoky Hill-Saline Regional Advisory Committee

Smoky Hill-Saline Regional Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting Notes

10:30am, March12™, 2026
Russell, KS 67665

Member Attendance:
Name City Category Term Present
Holly Dickman Hays, KS Large Public Water Supply 2027 Yes
Baron Shively McPherson, KS Conservation/Environment 2 2027 No
Daniel Baffa Salina, KS Conservation/Environment 2029 Yes
Herbert Graves Jr. Chapman, KS Conservation/Environment 3 2027 Yes
Chris Meyer Sylvan Grove, KS | Agriculture (cc) 2027 No
Martha Tasker Salina, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2027 Yes
Bevin Law Longford, KS Conservation 2029 No
Lon Schrader Abilene, KS At Large Public (cc) 2029 No
Steven Homburg Ellis, KS Agriculture 2 2029 Yes
Matt Smith Wilson, KS At Large Public (2) 2027 Yes
Diana VanBruggen Russell, KS Small Public Water Supply 2029 Yes
VACANT VACANT Irrigation 2025 N/A
VACANT VACANT Industry/Commerce (cc) 2027 N/A
Others in attendance:
Name Affiliation Name Affiliation
Riley Vande Ven KWO Dylan Walker City of Russell
Angela Anderson KWO
Jennifer Nichols KDHE
Stacie Minson K-State

1. Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order by RAC Chair, Martha Tasker (Public
Water Supply) at 10:34 am. Martha proceeded with roll call.

2. Approval of Agenda: The agenda was reviewed. The agenda was approved through consensus with no
further additions or changes.

3. Review of July 2025 Meeting Notes: The meeting notes from the previous meeting were reviewed. The
meeting notes were approved, motion made by Diana VanBruggen, and seconded by Holly Dickman.
4. RAC Business:
a. RAC Engagement Discussion:
Topic 1: Long-Term Water Funding
1. In 2024, each RAC provided input on long-term water revenue sources: what they liked or disliked about the proposed
revenue sources and what other revenue sources should be considered.

e Does the RAC continue to support the funding approaches previously identified? Why or why not?

Membership: Holly Dickman, Hays, KS; Baron Shively, McPherson, KS; Daniel Baffa, Salina, KS; Chris
Meyer, Sylvan Grove, KS; Martha Tasker, Salina, KS; Bevin Law, Longford, KS,; Herbert Graves Jr., Chapman,
KS; Lon Schrader, Abilene, KS
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Yes, maybe include the conversation for potential user fees.
- Agalready has standing fees

2. Have conditions, priorities, or regional needs changed in a way that would alter your previous recommendations?

Cost has been increasing and make sure the funding we have is being used most efficiently, use instead of asking for
increased funding.

Creating any funding mechanisms that can be used for State match for federal funding.
3. Are there additional funding mechanisms or revenue sources the RAC would like to explore or recommend at this
time?

0.1 Sales tax across the board- define what the sales tax would be on
What would be the financial benefits from upgrades for efficient systems?
4. What concerns or trade-offs should be carefully considered when establishing long-term water funding?

Government infrastructure/ State property are efficient so no water is being wasted.
Topic 2: Regional Project Prioritization
1. When considering water challenges in your region, is there one project or initiative that clearly rises as the top

priority?
e Ifyes, what is it and why?

Water use efficiency- rules/codes in place to have it on current/ future State buildings/remodels
o Update the infrastructure.

Mechanism to track the water needs across the region: Water quality (TMDLS, HABS), quantity, usage.
(Dashboard?)
e If you were going to pick a short-term priority project (one to be completed in 1-2 years) AND a long-term project
(a larger project that would take longer to implement), what would those be?

e Long-term project is continue funding and data collection for water quality for Kanapolis Lake- extend the life of
Kanapolis Lake.

o Support WRAPS and BMP projects

e Herington Reservoir- program to enhance and protect reservoir

¢ Education- across the State and at all levels by doing a commercial on TV.

e Riparian Buffers and other BMPS to support reducing sedimentation of reservoirs
o Gotta start somewhere

2. What criteria should be used to determine regional project priority (ex. Urgency, population impact, water supply
reliability, economic impact, environmental benefits, etc.)?

Safe and compliant reliable long term water supply
Urgency
Topic 3: Role of the Regional Advisory Committees
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1. Chair Buehler’s letter lays out her thoughts on the core functions and responsibilities of the RACs. Is there anything
you would add?

Would like to see the KWA responsibilities for the RAC, complete the loop on what they are hearing from RACs and
actions being made.

2. For the experienced RAC members, how do you see your role in the state water planning process and what, if
anything, would you change?

Advocates for all thing water in the region, take any chance to speak on water to others.
Keep utilizing the messages to the KWA to bring awareness to issues.
Keep communication going for the region, move good news around!

Need to do better at showcasing the good things we are doing!

b. RAC Member Updates: Each RAC member provided updates on things occurring in the region.
c. Water Treatment Tour: The RAC visited the Russell city water treatment and got a tour of the facility.

5. Agency or Public Comments:
Jennifer Nichols (KDHE): Jennifer handed out a Kansas Geological Survey card to share with the RAC.
Also provided update on the water reuse bill still alive.
Stacie Minson (K-State): Stacie provided update on World Water Day and the cost-share for the new year.

6. Upcoming Meetings:
a. Kansas Water Authority Meeting- April 8"

b. RAC Meeting- June/July

The meeting was adjourned with no further business at 12:14 pm.
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Smoky Hill-Saline Regional Advisory Committee Meeting
Friday, June 10, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. (CST), Salina and via Zoom

The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Smoky Hill-Saline Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will have a
meeting to discuss current water issues affecting the region as well as the state.

The meeting will be held on Friday, July 10 at 10:00 a.m. (CST) at 401 South 5™ St, Salina, KS and via Zoom.
The agenda will consist of RAC Budget Input Discussion, presentation of the AWQUA Program and updates
from RAC members on regional issues & ideas.

The agenda and meeting materials can be found when available at kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by
calling (785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-9283). The online meeting link will be
provided upon request.

If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900 SW Jackson
Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days prior to the meeting.

Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the reasonable accommodations
messages.

#HHH

As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates
public input throughout the state.

The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and
conservation. KWO also reviews all water laws and makes recommendations to the Governor and Legislature for needed
legislation.
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