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A Little KACEE Background

• Founded in 1969

• Public/Private Partnership with more than 
500 individual and organizational 
members

• Accelerating environmental literacy 
through non-biased and science based 
environmental education

• Affiliate of the North American 
Association for Environmental Education



Amplifying Impact 



UPDATES:  WATER 
EDUCATION IN 

KANSAS



Professional Development 
for Educators

•Project WET

•Discover a Watershed

•Conserve Water

•Getting Little Feet WET

•Healthy Water, Healthy People

Workshops—Across the state and on demand
Developing Online Professional Development—Supported by KDHE Bureau of 

Waterhed Management



Water In Our Community

• National Geographic Grant with Friends of the Kaw

• Focused on connecting educators and students to their water 
resources—Kansas River (Topeka)

• Combination of online coursework and in person

• In person component included lunch with water related 
organizations in the community
• Kansas Water Office
• City of Topeka
• KS Forest Service 
• KS Dept of Wildlife and Parks
• Kansas History Museum
• Master Gardeners
• Topeka Zoo
• WRAPS 



KACEE Receives Bid from KWO

• Grade Level Guide connecting standards and water education

• Conversations with KSDE

• Inventory and expansion of water education lessons and resources by grade band, 
completed by teachers

Comprehensive Educator Guide for Teaching About Water in Kansas 
with grade banded standards alignment, anchoring phenomena 
and high quality lesson plans and resources.



Leadership Programs

• Educator Water in Kansas Leadership Program 
Statewide
• Modeled after Water In Our Community

• eeCredential earned

• Identify Interest and Programmatic Needs to Adapt 
the Educator Water In Kansas Leadership Program 
for High School Students

• Identify Interest and Programmatic Needs to Adapt 
the Educator Water In Kansas Leadership Program 
for Local Governing Bodies



Questions for Missouri RAC

• What are the most 
important aspects teachers 
and students need to know 
about water the Missouri 
Region?

• What are the top issues 
teachers and students need 
to know about water in the 
Missouri Region?  

• Input on Teacher. High 
School and Local Gov 
Leadership?



Questions?  

Laura Downey, 
ldowney@kacee.org

785-532-3322

mailto:ldowney@kacee.org

