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Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

 
Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

1:00 pm February 24, 2023 
Virtual 

 
Members in Attendance:  
Name  City  Category  Term  Present 
Craig Crossette (Chair) Sterling, KS Public Water Supply 3 2023 No 
Isaac Aberson (Vice-Chair) Jetmore, KS Watershed Protection 2023 No 
Berry Bortz  Preston, KS Agriculture (cc) 2023 Yes 
Orrin Feril Stafford, KS At Large Public (cc) 2025 Yes 
Veronica Coons Great Bend, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2025 Yes 
James Oberle Pawnee Rock, KS Public Water Supply 2 2025 No 
Daniel Filbert Macksville, KS Agriculture 2 2025 Yes 
Mark Fincham Pratt, KS Groundwater Irrigation 2023 Yes 
Stephanie Royer La Crosse, KS At Large Public 2 2023 No 
Jeff Holste Burdett, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2025 No 
Cammie Vaupel St. John. KS Commerce/Industry 2 2025 No 
Zach Frederick Sterling, KS Agriculture 3 2025 Yes 

 
Others in Attendance:  
Name Affiliation 
Scott Satterthwaite Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 
Wade Kleven KDHE 
Michael Parr Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
Sara Maguire Kansas Water Office (KWO) 

 
Welcome and Roll Call: Sara Crawley called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.  
 
Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Approval of Agenda: RAC members approved the agenda as written.  
 
RAC Approval of Meeting Notes: RAC members made adjustments to the draft meeting notes, then approved the adjusted version as 
written.  
 
Regional Activities 

a. Presentations 
i. Silver Jackets Program: Scott Satterthwaite of KDHE gave a presentation to the group on the Silver Jackets 

program. Discussion on hazard mitigation, climate change, FEMA, and cover crops followed the presentation. 
The committee agreed that more biodiversity will support more infiltration. Scott reminded all to attend soil 
health workshops and to watch the educational videos on the website below. Further information can be found 
on the attached PDF presentation.  

• https://kswraps.org/kansas-healthy-watersheds-project/  
 
Kansas Water Office Updates 

a. Statewide Updates 
i. Kansas Water Authority Update: Sara summarized the Kansas Water Authority (KWA) meeting held on 

January 25th, 2023. Veronica Coons summarized her experience attending the legislative visits held the 
previous day. Veronica explained the majority of legislators she spoke with were receptive to her thoughts, 
while one did not see the aquifer decline as a concern. Discussion of the aquifer and debate on the rapidity of 
its decline followed amongst the group.  
 

mailto:sara.crawley@kwo.ks.gov
https://kswraps.org/kansas-healthy-watersheds-project/
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b. Regional Updates 
i. RAC Membership: Sara reminded everyone of the RAC vacancy available to be filled.  

ii. Open Discussion from Members: None. 
 

c. Agency Updates 
i. Scott Satterthwaite of KDHE discussed the Drinking Water Protection Program and related groundwater 

assessments, as well as the WRAPS and Silver Jackets programs.  
ii. Orrin Feril gave an update on GMD5, discussing Rattlesnake Creek and the Watershed Plan, as well as 

vacancies they are looking to fill.  
 

iii. Veronica Coons discussed the Barton County Conservation District and their community garden, as well as 
related upcoming educational opportunities.  

Regional Activities  
a. Review Goals III and IV: The committee opened discussion regarding their first two sets of goals and action plans. 

i. Goal III: Enhance the monitoring of poor quality water to stop and minimize further contamination of 
fresh water sources. Areas of concern include regions which have salt water disposal lines, disposal wells, 
high nitrate levels, and areas with high salt sources. 

1. The group was unaware of where they are at with this goal and Scott offered to provide pertinent 
information to the group. 

ii. Goal IV:  Initiate research and development of alternative feed sources and less water-intensive crops. 
Technology transfer from this research would have benefits in areas of Kansas where water is not available 
for production. Multiple research programs such as plant breeding and livestock feeding should be pursued. 

1. The group agreed that Berry Bortz may be able to provide helpful input here and agreed to revisit 
this goal during a future meeting when Berry is present.  
 

Other Business 
a. Public comments: None.  
b. Questions and Future Issues from RAC Members: None.  
c. Meetings 

i. Governor’s Water Conference: The Water Conference is scheduled for November 16th and 17th in 
Manhattan.  

ii. Great Bend Prairie RAC: The next RAC meeting will be scheduled around January 2023. 
iii. KWA: The next KWA meeting is scheduled for December 14th in Colby, KS. 

 
 
Adjourn:  Craig adjourned the meeting at 11:26am.  
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