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Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

1:00 pm October 2, 2023 
Hybrid 

 
Members in Attendance:  
Name  City  Category  Term  Present 
Isaac Aberson (Chair) Jetmore, KS Watershed Protection 2027 Yes 
Veronica Coons (Vice-Chair) Great Bend, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2025 Yes 
Berry Bortz  Preston, KS Agriculture (cc) 2027 Yes 
Orrin Feril Stafford, KS At Large Public (cc) 2025 Yes 
James Oberle Pawnee Rock, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2025 No 
Daniel Filbert Macksville, KS Agriculture 2 2025 Yes 
Pat Janssen Kinsley, KS Groundwater Irrigation 2027 Yes 
Stephanie Royer La Crosse, KS At Large Public 2 2027 Yes 
Jeff Holste Burdett, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2025 Yes 
Cammie Vaupel St. John. KS Commerce/Industry 2 2025 Yes 
Roger Blew Stafford, KS Agriculture 3 2027 Yes 
VACANT  Public Water Supply 3 2027 N/A 
VACANT  Public Water Supply 2 2025 N/A 

 
Others in Attendance:  
Name Agency 
Matt Unruh KWO 
Keadron Pearson KWO 
Amelia Nill KWO 
Toby Dougherty City of Hays 
Jeff Crispin City of Hays 
Holly Dickman City of Hays 
Jon Quinday City of Russell 
Brian Meier Burns & McDonnell 
Wade Kleven KDHE 
Jeff Lanterman KDA-DWR 

 
I. Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the Chair. All present provided self-

introductions. 
 

II. Review of Agenda: RAC members reviewed the agenda. No changes where needed. 
 

III. RAC Approval of February 2023 Meeting Notes: The meeting notes were reviewed. There were no changes requested 
by the RAC members. Berry Bortz moved that the notes be approved as written. Stephanie Royer seconded. There was 
no discussion and the motion passed. 

 
IV. RAC Business 

a. RAC Member Introductions: The Chair highlighted the new members to the RAC and asked each member to go 
around and briefly introduce themselves and the category the represent.  
 

b. Discussion of Hays/Russell Water Transfer: As a prelude to the discussion, Matt Unruh (KWO) presented the 
background and context of the Hays/Russell Water Transfer, stating that the KWA requested input from the Smoky 
Hill-Saline and Great Bend Prairie RACs before they provide input to the transfer panel as a commenting agency. 
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Following this, Toby Dougherty (City of Hays) and John Quinday (City of Russell) provided information on the 
background and context of the Hays/Russell Water Transfer request from the perspective of the cities of Hays and 
Russell. Next, Orrin Feril (GMD5) shared information about the Groundwater Management District’s process and 
analysis in this situation. He mentioned that the District serves as an overseeing group to ensure that all aspects of 
the process are done according to the predetermined rules and regulations and that all science is unbiased. Lastly, 
Pat Janssen (Water PACK) presented on the Water PACK’s stance on the transfer. Pat stated that WaterPACK does 
not explicitly oppose the transfer, but does have concerns about the amount of water requested for the transfer. RAC 
members then asked questions to the presenters. Following the presentation and questions, the RAC members 
provided feedback to pass along to the KWA. A motion was made by Berry Bortz and seconded by Veronica Coons 
to approve and send on the feedback below to the KWA. The RAC members voted, with the exceptions of Pat 
Janssen and Orrin Feril who abstained from voting, to accept the feedback and send it onto the KWA.  

• Great Bend Prairie RAC Feedback to KWA: 
- The RAC recommends that the hearing panel would hear all parties out and give due consideration 

before making a final decision  
- The RAC acknowledge the conservation effort that the cities of Hays and Russell have 

implemented 
- The RAC would like to ensure that the decision to transfer water is a sound choice 
- The RAC would like to challenge experts to define “What is Sustainability”  

 
c. KWO/KWA Updates: Amelia Nill (KWO) and Keadron Pearson (KWO) gave an update on recent changes and 

meetings that had occurred since the last RAC meeting 
 

V. Agency Updates 
- Jeff Lanterman (KDA-DWR): Informed the RAC about the history and current status of the Quivira National 

Wildlife Refuge impairment. 
- Wade Kleven (KDHE): Reported on the recent line that broke in the Rattlesnake Creek Basin. He shared that 

KCC is the lead agency on the cleanup efforts. He also reported on the water quality concerns brought up with 
the Jayhawk Pipeline and that HorseTheif reservoir is currently in watch status for HABs. 
 

VI. Public Comments: None 
 

VII. Message to KWA: None 
 

VIII. Coming Up 
a. Regional Event Sharing: 

• November 8th – K-State President will be in Barton County for panel discussion about water quality. 
Professor will be sharing results for nitrate contaminants in water. Veronica Coons will be on the 
discussion panel. It was requested for Keadron Pearson (KWO) to send out information from Veronica to 
RAC on the event.  

 
b. Future Meetings 

• Great Bend Prairie RAC: Keadron/Amelia will send out a doodle poll for a December/January Meeting.  
• Kansas Water Authority: October 18, 2023 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:16 pm.  
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