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Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes  

 
Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

2:00 pm July 14, 2023 
Hybrid 

 
Members in Attendance:  
Name  City  Category  Term  Present 
Craig Crossette (Chair) Sterling, KS Public Water Supply 3 2023 No 
Isaac Aberson (Vice-Chair) Jetmore, KS Watershed Protection 2023 Yes 
Berry Bortz  Preston, KS Agriculture (cc) 2023 Yes 
Orrin Feril Stafford, KS At Large Public (cc) 2025 No 
Veronica Coons Great Bend, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2025 Yes 
James Oberle Pawnee Rock, KS Public Water Supply 2 2025 No 
Daniel Filbert Macksville, KS Agriculture 2 2025 No 
Mark Fincham Pratt, KS Groundwater Irrigation 2023 No 
Stephanie Royer La Crosse, KS At Large Public 2 2023 Yes 
Jeff Holste Burdett, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2025 No 
Cammie Vaupel St. John. KS Commerce/Industry 2 2025 No 
Zach Frederick Sterling, KS Agriculture 3 2025 No 

 
Others in Attendance:  
Name Agency 
Connie Owen KWO 
Matt Unruh KWO 
Angela Anderson KWO 
Keadron Pearson KWO 
Amelia Nill KWO 
Lauren Campbell KWO 
Chris Steffen KDWP 
Katie Basiotis KDHE 
Wade Kleven KDHE 
Jeff Lanterman KDA-DWR 

 
I. Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 2:10 pm by the Vice-Chair. All present provided self-

introductions.  
 

II. Review of Agenda: RAC members reviewed the agenda. The motion was made by Stephanie Royer to approve the 
agenda, and seconded by Berry Bortz. There was no discussion and the motion passed.  

 
III. RAC Approval of February 2023 Meeting Notes: The meeting notes were reviewed. There were no changes requested 

by the RAC members. Veronica Coons moved that the notes be approved as written. Berry Bortz seconded. There was 
no discussion and the motion passed. 

 
IV. RAC Business 

a. Budget Discussion & Recommendations: Matt Unruh (KWO) presented information on the FY2025 RAC Budget 
Recommendations Process and lead discussion with RAC members. After providing feedback on a series of 
questions asked from the RAC Budget Input Questionnaire, the motion was made to pass on the following input to 
the Kansas Water Authority Budget Committee as recommendations for the FY2025 State Water Plan Fund from 
the Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee by Berry Bortz. The motion was seconded by Stephanie 
Royer. There was not discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  
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“The Great Bend Prairie Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) would like to pass the following feedback to the 
Kansas Water Authority Budget Committee for consideration for the FY 2025 State Water Plan Fund.  
 

i. The RAC would like to highlight the following progress of note for the regional and statewide 
water resource issues: 

a. Increased conversations about and awareness of the role of the of the RACs 
b. Progress made on the Great Bend Prairie RAC Goal #4 through public outreach in 

Barton County 
c. Increased funding from the Legislature 

ii. The RAC would like to prioritize the following activities that would be most impactful for the 
region under the Kansas Water Plan 5 Guiding Principles and the actionable items: 

a. Establishing state-wide goals (i.e. the RAC’s saltwater goal, municipal goal, watershed 
goal, and feeding goal)  

b. Collaboration between state agencies to work with farmers through the Conservation 
Districts to participate in on-farm trials like feed what trials 

c. Multi-year funding  
d. Coming up with priorities to address resource issues – if multiple RACs have similar 

goals, that can be the first step in identifying priorities.  
iii. The RAC would like to address the following issues and priorities as “low hanging” 

opportunities: 
a. Great Bend Prairie priority goal #4 
b. Tracer wires on pipelines – priority goal #3 

iv. The RAC would to address the following urgent emerging issues, priorities, and unique 
opportunities: 

a. Implement slow release programs with watershed dams 
b. Research needed in order to determine a consistent metric for recharge rates for all 

watershed dams/structures 
c. Nitrates in the water supply (could be considered a state-wide water quality goal) 
d. Incentives for management practices, including cover crops – enough funds for multi-

year contracts 
e. Fully funding the Conservation Districts 

v. The RAC would like considered the following missing activities for future SWPF expenditures:  
a. Using the water bank to incentivize water conservation 
b. Increased funding towards rehabbing current watershed structures 
c. Resources needed to address road ditch erosion 
d. Increased funding for water right retirement (WTAPP, CREP) – targeting high priority 

areas.” 
 

b. KWO/KWA Updates: Amelia Nill (KWO) and Keadron Pearson (KWO) gave an update on recent changes and 
meetings that had occurred since the last RAC meeting 

 
V. Agency Updates 

- Wade Kleven (KDHE): Reported on plans to do outreach to municipalities on nitrates for the Drinking Water 
Protection Program. He also spoke of work to implement water conservation plans to improve water quality in 
watersheds and other agency programs.  

- Chris Steffen (KDWP): Reported on updates to funding received to install boat cleaning stations, and add staff to 
help with that, also with education and outreach.  

 
VI. Public Comments: None 

 
VII. Message to KWA: None 
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VIII. Coming Up 
a. Regional Event Sharing: None 
b. Future Meetings 

i. Great Bend Prairie RAC: It was requested to try and have the next RAC meeting in October. It was also 
requested to do a field tour of the Quivira Augmentation Field and to learn more about pipeline oil spill 
training.  

ii. Kansas Water Authority: August 23, 2023 
 

The motion to adjourn was made by Veronica Coons, and seconded by Berry Bortz. There was no discussion and the 
motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 pm.  
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