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TÊã�½ O¥¥®�� PÊÝ®ã®ÊÄÝ FçÄ���:   19     

17 Professional Staff 

2 AdministraƟve Staff 

Total FTEs: 19 
 

AÖÖÊ®Äã�� BÊ�Ù� M�Ã��ÙÝ:  13 

Bç�¦�ã  

Program  
FY2022  
Actuals 

FY2023  
Budget 

**FY2024 
 Budget  

Water Planning & ImplementaƟon $81,790,492 *$66,766,985 $9,013,418 

Public Water Supply Program $8,448,595 $5,842,860 $6,773,800 

Total Expenditures $90,239,087 $72,609,845 $15,787,218  

Sã�ãçãÊÙù Açã«ÊÙ®ãù 
74-2613 Kansas Water Office established 
74-2608 Water Policy Development, Water Planning,  
     and Agency CoordinaƟon 
74-2622 Kansas Water Authority established 
82a-220 Grant of streambank easement for navigable waters 
82a-733 Water conservaƟon plans 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-1101 et seq. CoordinaƟon of streambank projects 
82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather ModificaƟon Act 
82a-1501a Water Transfer Act 
82a-1604 et seq. MulƟpurpose Small Lakes Act 
8sa-1801 et seq. Water LiƟgaƟon Act and fund 
82a-2101 Clean Drinking Water Fee 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
82a-2401 et seq. Reservoir Improvement District Act 

Water Planning and ImplementaƟon                         pg. 2 

 Kansas Water Authority     (KWA)                                                                               pg. 4 
 Regional Advisory CommiƩees (RACs)                                                pg. 5 
 State Water Plan Fund   (SWPF)                                                                                  pg.  6 

 

Public Water Supply Program                                                                        pg. 30 

 Future Use Storage                                                                                                                                 pg. 31 
 Water MarkeƟng Fund                                                                                                                  pg. 32 
 Water Assurance Fund                                                                                                                  pg. 32 
 Access District Fund                                                                                                                              pg. 32 

1 

* FY2023 Budget includes the Governor’s Budget Recommenda on of $53M for the payment of water supply storage debt for Milford and Perry reservoirs. 

**FY2024 Budget includes full restora on of the SGF/EDIF demand transfers and the SWPF enhancements per the Governor’s Budget Recommenda ons 

AGENCY PURPOSE: 
 Development of comprehensive State Water Plan. 
 Coordinate the water resource operaƟons of agencies at all 

levels of government. 
 Ensure adequate quanƟƟes of good quality water to meet 

future needs. 
 Efficiently operate state owned storage in federal reservoirs. 

 

AGENCY PRIORITIES: 
 Sustain the states reservoir system to meet current and 

future demands under the Reservoir Sustainability IniƟaƟve. 
 Conserve and extend the life of the Ogallala Aquifer. 
 Implement strategies for the protecƟon and restoraƟon of 

watersheds, with an emphasis on sediment and nutrient 
reducƟon. 

 Develop regional water supply strategies where appropriate 
throughout Kansas. 

 

A¦�Ä�ù PÙÊ¦Ù�ÃÝ 
The Kansas Water Office (KWO) is the water planning, policy, 
and coordinaƟon agency for the State of Kansas, and is made up 
of two primary programs as listed below.  The agency’s budget 
is comprised of primarily three sources of funding:  the State 
General Fund (SGF), user fees from the agency’s Public Water 
Supply Program, and the State Water Plan Fund.   

AGENCY OVERVIEW 



 

 

Kansas Water Authority Statutory Authority 
74-2622 Kansas Water Authority established 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather ModificaƟon Act 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
 

Kansas Water Office Statutory Authority 
74-2613 Kansas Water Office established 
74-2608 Water Policy Development, Water Planning, and   
                 Agency CoordinaƟon 
82a-220 Grant of streambank easement for navigable waters 
82a-733 Water conservaƟon plans 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-1101 et seq. CoordinaƟon of streambank projects 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather ModificaƟon Act 
82a-1501a Water Transfer Act 
8sa-1801 et seq. Water LiƟgaƟon Act and fund 
82a-2101 Clean Drinking Water Fee 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù Açã«ÊÙ®ãù PÙ®ÊÙ®ã®�Ý 
 Provide a comprehensive State Water Plan to address current 

and future water resource needs. 
Advocate for appropriate water resources funding in Kansas. 
 Be an acƟve parƟcipant in water resources policy formaƟon and 

recommendaƟon that result in legislaƟon. 
 

W�ã�Ù P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦ �Ä� IÃÖ½�Ã�Äã�ã®ÊÄ PÙ®ÊÙ®ã®�Ý 
Development of comprehensive State Water Plan to address 

current and future water resource needs. 
 Coordinate the water resource operaƟons of agencies at all levels 

of government. 
 Ensure adequate quanƟƟes of good quality water to meet future 

needs . 

TÊã�½ PÊÝ®ã®ÊÄÝ: 
 13 Appointed Board Members 
   8 Professional Staff, 1 AdministraƟve Staff 

FY2022 A�ãç�½ R�ò�Äç� �Ä� EøÖ�Ä�®ãçÙ� �ù FçÄ�  

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã EøÖ�Ä�®ãçÙ�Ý  

Revenue by Fund FY2022 Revenue or AppropriaƟon Expended Carryover 

State General Fund $80,949,813 $77,961,087 *$2,988,726 

State Water Plan Fund $5,206,721 $2,468,624 $2,738,097 

General Fee Fund $176,396 $18,077 $158,319 

Indirect Cost Fund $1,194  $0 $1,194 

Local Water Project Match $188,565 $143,200 $45,365 

Republican River Water ConservaƟon Project-CO $1,400,192 $155,679 $1,244,513 

Republican River Water ConservaƟon Project-NE $932,208 $0 $932,208 

EPA Wetland Grants $87,426 $87,426 $0 

Total Funds $89,898,914  $81,790,492  $8,108,422 

Streambank StabilizaƟon Project $776,856 $776,856 $0 

FEMA HHPD Grant $179,543 $179,543 $0 

Major Expenditures 
FY2022 
Actuals 

FY2023 
Budget  

FY2024 
Budget  

Salaries and Wages $725,710 $842,561 $842,561 

Contractual Services $3,471,762 $8,211,369 $6,183,056 

CommodiƟes $17,139 $121,925 $131,925 

Capital Outlay $5,432 $20,900 $21,700 

Other Assistance $558,699 $1,581,980 $1,834,176 

Debt Service—Principal $77,011,750 *$55,988,250 $0 

Total Expenditures $81,790,492 $66,766,985 $9,013,418 

* $2,988,250 of the $2,988,726 carry forward is from the remaining FY2022 $80 million appropriaƟon.  These funds were paid in 
   FY2023 to the U.S Army Corps of Engineers to prepay a porƟon of the remaining future use debt associated with the reservoir 
   storage contract at Perry Lake.  
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W�ã�Ù P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦ Ι IÃÖ½�Ã�Äã�ã®ÊÄ 

* FY2023 Budget includes the Governor’s Budget Recommenda on of $53M for the payment of water supply storage debt for Milford and Perry reservoirs. 



 

 

P�Ù¥ÊÙÃ�Ä�� B�Ý�� Bç�¦�ã 

Performance Measures 
Actual  
FY2021 

Actual 
FY2022 

Current 
FY2023 

Budget 
FY2024 

Vision/Kansas Water Plan AcƟon items underway or completed  258 262 262 262 

Internal Agency Tracking     

State of the Resource Reports completed 14 14 14 14 

Research and technical studies underway or completed 16 16 16 16 

Number of people engaged in public meeƟngs and conferences 2,947 1,725 3,000 3,250 

Number of digital interacƟons 524,239 306,000 525,000 575,000 
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W�ã�Ù P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦ Ι IÃÖ½�Ã�Äã�ã®ÊÄ 

FçãçÙ� UÝ� SãÊÙ�¦� ®Ä CÊÙÖÝ Ê¥ EÄ¦®Ä��ÙÝ R�Ý�ÙòÊ®ÙÝ  
Future Use storage is storage that is not currently in service.  Some of the water supply contracts between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the KWO allow the State to defer payments and the control of the storage unƟl the storage is needed.  The table below 
indicates the remaining debt associated with Future Use Storage.   

Lake Milford Perry Totals 
Water Supply Storage Remaining - Future Use (acre-feet) 198,350 125,000 323,350 

Year Contract Payment Complete 2034 2041   

Interest Rate 2.63% 3.05%  

Contract Current Balance (Est.) $27,765,139  $24,894,727  $52,659,866  



 

 

The KWA is comprised of 24 members (13 voƟng and 11 ex-officio members) that are informed of water related issues 
represenƟng water users, water interests, environmental interests, and the general public. The KWA conducts meeƟngs 
throughout Kansas 4-5 Ɵmes a year to allow legislators, stakeholders and the general public to parƟcipate in meeƟngs. 
MeeƟng around the state also gives Authority members the opportunity to learn first-hand about the unique water 
resource issues that exist in Kansas. 
 
The KWA is responsible for advising the Governor, the Legislature, and the Director of the KWO on water policy issues, 
approves the Kansas Water Plan and revisions, the annual report, federal and state contracts, public water supply 
contracts, and public water supply rates.  AddiƟonally, the KWA produces and approves administraƟve, statutory and 
SWPF recommendaƟons to be proposed by the KWO.   
 
A map detailing the membership of the KWA, and whom they represent, is included below.    
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The KWA was established in 1981 within and as part of the Kansas Water 

Office. The KWA provides the leadership to ensure that water policies and 
programs address the needs of all Kansans.  

KANSAS WATER AUTHORITY 



 

 

R�¦®ÊÄ�½ A�ò®ÝÊÙù CÊÃÃ®ãã�� Oò�Ùò®�ó 

14 Regional Planning Areas were established in December 2014 by the KWA.  At that Ɵme, the previously exisƟng 12 water 
resource planning basins transiƟoned to the current 14 regional planning areas.  Since the formaƟon of the 14 Regional 
Advisory CommiƩees (RAC) at the August 2015 meeƟng of the KWA, the KWO has worked with all RACs across Kansas to 
develop acƟon plans for regional groundwater and surface water-related issues and more recently to provide guidance and 
coordinate efforts towards the implementaƟon of these acƟon plans.   
 
The purpose of the RACs through coordinaƟon provided by KWO water resource planners, includes advising the KWO and the 
KWA on topics such as the idenƟficaƟon of water-related problems, issues and concerns within their regions as well as 
region-specific informaƟon within the Kansas Water Plan. The RACs also serve as a link between the KWO and KWA and 
regional ciƟzens through various groups and individuals and communicate informaƟon on concerns and issues to ciƟzens in 
the region. 

KWO - R�¦®ÊÄ�½ A�ò®ÝÊÙù CÊÃÃ®ãã�� H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ 

 KWO conƟnues to work with RACs to idenƟfy means to move Kansas Water Plan (KWP) implementaƟon forward 
through acƟviƟes such as enhancing inter-agency collaboraƟon on regional water resource-related issues, conducƟng 
workshops to evaluate regional water supplies condiƟons and conservaƟon acƟviƟes, and leveraging state resources to 
secure federal and private funding for project implementaƟon acƟviƟes.    

 The KWO, in coordinaƟon with local, state, federal, and interstate partners, has developed the 5-year update of the 
KWP.  This update was discussed and approved by the KWA at their August 2022 meeƟngs. 

 The updated KWP includes incorporaƟon of the ‘Long Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas’, as well as 
an appendix of the goals and acƟon plans submiƩed by the 14 RACs. 
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The KWO and the KWA seek advice from the general public and from 
commiƩees consisƟng of individuals with knowledge of and interest in 
water issues in the water planning areas as determined by the KWO for the 
development of secƟons of the comprehensive state water plan (K.S.A.82a-903). 

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES 



 

 

The fee structure that supports the SWPF has remained virtually 
unchanged since the fund has been in place.  Sand Royalty 

Receipts were added to the funding stream in FY 1996 and the 
Clean Drinking Water Fee began in FY2008.   

 
Source Rate 

Municipal Water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

Clean Drinking Water Fee 3 cents/1000 gal 

Industrial Water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

Stock water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

PesƟcide RegistraƟon $100/ RegistraƟon 

FerƟlizer InspecƟons $1.40/ton 

PolluƟon Fines and PenalƟes Est. $150,000 

Sand Royalty Receipts $0.15 / ton 

EDIF Transfer - Statutory $   2,000,000 

State General Fund Transfer $   6,000,000 

The graphic below shows that there was some growth in 
revenue in the early 1990’s and again in the middle porƟon 
of the 2000’s.  The gains were primarily due to increase in 
water usage and the addiƟon of the two aforemenƟoned 
fees.  These were offset by subsequent declines in revenue. 
The declines were during Ɵmes of overall fiscal stress on the 
state and eliminaƟon of a porƟon or all of the SGF transfer 
and eliminaƟon of the transfer of EDIF monies to the SWPF.  
These cuts conƟnued into FY2016, FY2017, but the transfers 
have been parƟally restored since FY2018.   
 
The table below represents actuals in the SWPF total revenue 
in fiscal years of 1991-2022. 

6 

In 1989, an important step in current water planning was taken with the creaƟon 
of the State Water Plan Fund (SWPF) (K.S.A. 82a-951).  The Fund is used for es-
tablishing and implemenƟng water related programs or projects idenƟfied in the 
Kansas Water Plan. Revenue for the SWPF is received from fees assessed to mu-
nicipal, industrial and agricultural water-related users and includes a demand 
transfer from the SGF and EDIF as shown in the table.  

Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 



 

 

The Historical SGF and EDIF transfers are represented on the 

following table.  As shown, FY2008 is the most recent year 

that the full $8,000,000 statutory demand transfer from 

these two funds were made. 

 

During the 2022 legislaƟve session, the Legislature approved 

a $6 million SGF transfer and a $2 million statutory EDIF 

demand transfer into the SWPF for FY2023 to conƟnue to 

implement priority water resource projects.   

 

The KWA reviewed the agency and RAC requests regarding 

recommended projects for all SWPF expenditures, including 

those supported by SGF/EDIF transfers in FY2024 and 

conƟnues to support maintaining the full $8 million SGF/EDIF 

demand transfers to the SWPF. The Governor’s FY2024 

budget recommends maintaining the SGF/EDIF demand 

transfers totaling $8 million. 

 

The Historical SWPF Expenditures are represented in the 

graph below for FY1991 through FY2022.     
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Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 



 

 

 

FY2024 SWPF - GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄÝ 

  AddiƟonal $450,000 for Water Quality Partnerships 

 AddiƟonal $450,000 for High Plains Aquifer Partnerships 

 

KWO SWPF PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã/PÙÊ¹��ã IÄ¥ÊÙÃ�ã®ÊÄ 

 
 

JÊ«Ä R��ÃÊÄ� R�Ý�ÙòÊ®Ù BÊÄ� 

There will not be a John Redmond Bond payment in FY2024.  The John Redmond Reservoir Bond was paid off in conjunction 
with 2015 Series A early debt retirement recommended by the Governor and approved by the 2022 Kansas Legislature.   
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 



 

 

 
 

Program ObjecƟve 
The Assessment and EvaluaƟon (A&E) funding line is used to contract for a variety of data collecƟon and studies. The overall 
objecƟve of the program is to provide the water planning and vision process with the background informaƟon necessary to 
make decisions and improve implementaƟon.  
 

Program AcƟviƟes 
The A&E funding line started in 1998 and has received some level of funding consistently since 2001. During the 1990’s, and 
parƟally into the early 2000’s, many individual studies were idenƟfied by appropriaƟon within the SWPF. Nearly all KWO 
study funds had been rolled into the A&E funding line by FY2006. By combining these funding acƟviƟes, the agency can be 
more responsive to study needs and changing prioriƟes.  The following table shows the list of studies completed, underway, 
or planned from FY2022 through FY2024 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Accomplishments 
Each of the studies completed has a different set of objecƟves.  Some examples of accomplishments have been: 

 Studies completed under the A&E program have improved water management in our reservoirs through OASIS 
surface water modeling. 

 Our understanding of the Ogallala Aquifer and the amount of water remaining has been improved through 
groundwater modeling and the High Plains Index Well efforts. 

 Funding has provided cost-share as state match for federal studies of significance with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

 

Program Budget 
 

 

 
 
 

AddiƟonal Funding Resources 
Some of the projects are cost shared or matched to federal funds, enhancing the state’s ability to leverage federal funding. 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $834,078 $1,156,180 $834,078 

Total Expenditures $834,078 $1,156,180 $834,078 
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AÝÝ�ÝÝÃ�Äã Ι Eò�½ç�ã®ÊÄ 

                                                                       FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $1,156,180  
                                                                FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ: $834,078 

Project Contractor / Cooperator 
Suspended Sediment Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

High Plains Index Wells Kansas Geological Survey 

High Plains Model Maintenance Kansas Geological Survey 

Missouri Region GW Inventory Kansas Geological Survey 

GMD Model Updates/Enhancements Kansas Geological Survey 

Produced Water Pilot Test Project Bureau of ReclamaƟon 

Kansas River Basin WS Study U.S. Corp of Engineers 

Kansas River Water Quality Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

Lower MO River Basin Flood Study U.S. Corp of Engineers 

Republican River Water Quality Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

WID PAS Study U.S. Corp of Engineers 

Flood Response PAS Study (Tulsa District) U.S. Corp of Engineers 

USGS HAB Study U.S. Geological Survey 



 

 

 
 PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�  

All of the contracts for state-owned storage in U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reservoirs used for water supply require the 
payment of a proporƟonal amount of the operaƟon and maintenance costs associated with the storage that is in service.  
Under the provisions of a 1985 memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the state and the Corps, storage that had 
been reallocated from water quality to water supply could be purchased at the original cost of construcƟon and original 
interest rates, a significant savings.  Under the MOU provisions, the state is required to make a lump sum payment for the 
principal and interest, which requires a conƟnuing operaƟon and maintenance obligaƟon on that storage.  The 1993 
legislature directed the KWA to aggressively acquire all storage made available under the MOU, even though some of the 
storage in the following reservoirs was not immediately needed by either the Water MarkeƟng or Water Assurance program 
customers:  Council Grove, Elk City, Marion, Melvern, Pomona, and TuƩle Creek.  In addiƟon, the SWPF is used to pay a 
porƟon of the operaƟon and maintenance costs of water storage space in Cedar Bluff Reservoir, which is used for 
recreaƟonal purposes as well as arƟficial recharge of the Smoky Hill alluvium downstream from the reservoir.   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
The KWO conƟnues to uƟlize MOU Storage OperaƟons & Maintenance funds within the SWPF to pay the annual operaƟon 
and maintenance costs of water storage space in the following reservoirs in accordance with the associated water storage 
purchase agreements between the state of Kansas and the Corps.  The funding request is based on the anƟcipated costs 
communicated to the KWO by the Corps for the noted fiscal year.  Invoices are submiƩed to the KWO annually for payment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
Payment to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the state’s contractual operaƟon and maintenance obligaƟon ensures water 
storage space is available to meet future growth. 
 

NÊ A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ Ù�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ NÊã FçÄ�®Ä¦  
The state would be unable to meet its contractual obligaƟons to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for payment of operaƟon 
and maintenance costs associated with state-owned water storage within the associated reservoirs.  

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

MOU-SãÊÙ�¦� OÖ�Ù�ã®ÊÄ Ι M�®Äã�Ä�Ä�� 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $530,464 
FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ: $736,160 

O&M by Reservoir FY2023 FY2024 
Council Grove $49,821 $135,126 
Elk City $35,368 $120,434 
Marion $144,916 $123,526 
Melvern $128,503 $134,945 
Milford $0 $45,710 
Pomona $141,461 $151,653 
Toronto $2,430 $1,167 
TuƩle Creek $22,965 $18,599 
Cedar Bluff $5,000 $5,000 
Total O&M $530,464 $736,160 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò� 
Support the conƟnuous monitoring of stream flows on key streams and rivers in Kansas. The informaƟon serves mulƟple 
purposes, public and private enƟƟes, and the general public.   
 
The KWO contracts with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
to operate a network of stream gages in Kansas that have 
been collecƟng data for more than 100 years.  These stream-
flow staƟons, in combinaƟon with reservoir level staƟons 
supported by other USGS funding partners, conƟnue to 
provide real Ɵme data for streamflow and lake condiƟons. 
This data is used in making operaƟonal decisions 
regarding water rights; minimum desirable stream flows; 
flood monitoring; reservoir management; and water quality 
monitoring and analysis. In addiƟon, this informaƟon is used 
to help operate the Water MarkeƟng and Water Assurance 
Programs. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
Contracted with USGS in FY2023 to operate 62 conƟnuous record staƟons (including 59 surface water and 3 ground water 
staƟons) at locaƟons across the state and provide access to USGS data via the Internet through the USGS NaƟonal Water 
InformaƟon System.   
 

R���Äã Sç���ÝÝ 
Stream gages provide near real-Ɵme informaƟon about stream and river condiƟons across the state of Kansas. This 
informaƟon is used on a daily basis by numerous local, state and federal agencies and research enƟƟes to plan, protect and 
conserve water resources.   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
The KWO, in partnership with USGS, contributes money to the cost of operaƟons of the stream gages. Other federal, state 
and local agencies contribute cooperaƟve funding as do some private enƟƟes.  There are a number of gages that are fully 
supported by the USGS and cooperaƟvely by other enƟƟes.  
 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ NÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦  
OperaƟon of the stream gaging sites included in the contract between the state and USGS would cease and the vital flow data 
collected at these sites would be unavailable.   

SãÙ��Ã G�¦®Ä¦ PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $423,130 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ: $448,708 
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  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $413,580 $423,130 $448,708 

Total Expenditures $413,580 $423,130 $448,708 



 

 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The Technical Assistance to Water Users program, which began in 1992, provides on-site technical assistance to 
municipaliƟes (ciƟes and rural water districts).  The intent of the program is to improve the operaƟons and maintenance of 
public water supply systems (PWS), as well as water conservaƟon planning and emergency response, through on-site 
assistance. 
 
Per K.S.A 82a-2101, not less than 15% of the Clean Drinking Water Fee shall be used for technical assistance to water users 
to aid such systems in conforming to responsible management pracƟces and complying with regulaƟons of the United 
States Environmental ProtecƟon Agency (EPA) and rules and regulaƟons of the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE).   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
The KWO is charged by statute to provide technical assistance for water users required to adopt and implement 
conservaƟon plans and pracƟces (K.S.A. 82a-733 et seq.). On-site technical assistance is provided by contract with the 
Kansas Rural Water AssociaƟon (KRWA). Assistance is available to PWS personnel on operaƟons, maintenance, 
finance, management, regulatory requirements, water quality and public health concerns and/or other criƟcal issues. 
Assistance is prioriƟzed based on severity of the problem and as Ɵme and resources permit. All technical assistance 
acƟviƟes are logged and reimbursed on a Ɵme and expenses basis. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
In FY 2022, the KRWA provided assistance to 224 CiƟes and 105 Rural systems, public wholesale systems or other water 
systems.  The AssociaƟon conducted 141 water loss surveys, locaƟng over 250 million gallons of water loss on an annual 
basis. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NÊ A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ SÊçÙ��Ý  
 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ NÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦  
The state will be unable to provide much needed local technical assistance to public water suppliers throughout the state 
affecƟng their ability to provide safe drinking water to the residents of Kansas.  
 
 

T��«Ä®��½ AÝÝ®Ýã�Ä�� ãÊ W�ã�Ù UÝ�ÙÝ 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $367,709 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $425,000 
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  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $325,000 $367,709 $425,000 

Total Expenditures $325,000 $367,709 $425,000 



 

 

 
 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
ConƟnued coordinaƟon, support, and implementaƟon of reservoir and water quality related data collecƟon and analysis.  
Project idenƟficaƟon and selecƟon is done in collaboraƟon with the Research CoordinaƟon Workgroup, which includes 
representaƟves from K-State Research and Extension, Kansas Geological Survey (KGS), Kansas Biological Survey (KBS), the 
University of Kansas, USGS, Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA), KDHE and the KWO.   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 CompleƟon of reservoir bathymetry surveys on a rotaƟng basis to determine storage volume changes due to 

sedimentaƟon.  This informaƟon is necessary for operaƟon of the KWO’s PWS Programs.  
 CollecƟon and analysis of sediment cores taken from Kansas reservoirs on a rotaƟng basis.  The cores serve as a 

measure of infill thickness and a layered Ɵmeline of sedimentaƟon and harmful algal bloom (HAB) events. 
 MulƟ-year study evaluaƟng current and proposed streambank stabilizaƟon (SBS) projects to help determine SBS 

effecƟveness at reducing erosion and associated sedimentaƟon, and help to inform adapƟve management 
strategies for enhancing project efficiency.  

 Establishment and conƟnued operaƟon of a Kansas River Alluvial Aquifer ObservaƟon Well Network. 
 Development of a stand-alone tool that KDEM and other agencies could use to model flood inundaƟon scenarios on

-the-fly to enhance the state’s ability to address future flooding events.   
 CollecƟon of groundwater nitrate samples and evaluaƟon of potenƟal sources and controls on groundwater nitrate 

concentraƟons at Flickner InnovaƟon Farm. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
  The KWO began a bathymetric survey at Perry Lake in 2021, which was completed in 2022. 
 The KBS collected sediment cores in 2021 from TuƩle Creek Lake and Waconda Reservoir. 
 The KGS has conƟnued to collaborate with KBS, KWO, USGS and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to collect data 

and baseline survey informaƟon at current and proposed streambank stabilizaƟon project sites.  
 The KGS completed the iniƟal development of the Kansas River Index Well Network in 2022, which now includes 16 

wells with conƟnuous measurements posted on the KGS website. 
 The KBS completed beta versions of the flood mapping dashboard and the Rapid Image Viewer web tool. 
  The KGS completed mulƟple rounds of groundwater nitrate sampling, analysis of exisƟng data, and direct push 

profiling at three wells at the Flickner InnovaƟon Farm in 2022. 
 

PÙÊÖÊÝ�� A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý  
 Evaluate current research focus areas based on research needs idenƟfied in the new KWP. 
 ConƟnue to support exisƟng research efforts that are idenƟfied as prioriƟes in the new KWP. 
 Create opportuniƟes for new research projects that address needs idenƟfied in the new KWP. 

 
 
 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 
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R�Ý�ÙòÊ®Ù Ι W�ã�Ù Qç�½®ãù R�Ý��Ù�« 

 FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $583,724 

 FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $450,000 



 

 

 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ NÊã FçÄ�®Ä¦ 
Insufficient understanding of complex water resource issues in Kansas, likely resulƟng in less effecƟve management of water 
resources and fewer innovaƟve soluƟons to address problems facing the state. 

R�Ý�ÙòÊ®Ù Ι W�ã�Ù Qç�½®ãù R�Ý��Ù�« (�ÊÄã.) 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $350,000 $583,724 $450,000 

Total Expenditures $350,000 $583,724 $450,000 
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PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
 Provide increased funding for leveraging partnership opportuniƟes which support overall efforts to improve our 

state’s water quality. 
 Enhance watershed conservaƟon pracƟce implementaƟon benefiƟng surface and groundwater quality. 
 Development of new partnerships and enhancement of exisƟng partnership to facilitate enhanced watershed 

conservaƟon pracƟce implementaƟon with a goal of improving Kansas water quality. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 Leverage partner resources with other state, federal, local and private technical/financial resources to enhance 

watershed conservaƟon pracƟce implementaƟon within priority areas of Kansas experiencing surface and/or 
groundwater quality issues. 

 Collaborate with partners to hold stakeholder-focused meeƟngs within priority areas to increase awareness on 
resources available to assist with conservaƟon pracƟce implementaƟon. 

 Collaborate with partners to idenƟfy addiƟonal leveraging opportuniƟes for which SWPF resources could be uƟlized 
to advance KWP implementaƟon efforts focusing on water quality. This could include but not limited to the 
Milford Lake Watershed as well as the Arkansas River Basin in southwest Kansas. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
KWO has been working since January 2018 to coordinate project acƟviƟes in associaƟon with the Milford Lake Watershed 
Regional ConservaƟon Partnership Program (RCPP).  To date, $2.16 million in federal technical financial assistance has been 
obligated towards the project along with over $3 million in addiƟonal partner resources beyond KWO’s SWPF contribuƟon 
to the project.  These types of partnership leveraging opportuniƟes would be supported beyond just the Milford Lake 
Watershed within the proposed Water Quality Partnerships project line. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 

The FY2023 adjusted amounts denote contribuƟons sƟll forthcoming from KWO towards the Milford Lake Watershed RCPP 
with NRCS through the end of the original agreement term (August 2023).  Access to and uƟlizaƟon of these funds will allow 
KWO to fulfill our enƟre partnership contribuƟon within the original agreement terms of the Milford Lake Watershed RCPP.  
FY2024 funding, including that within the proposed enhancement package, could support establishment of new water 
quality partnership opportuniƟes in southwest Kansas along the Arkansas River as well as conƟnued support for nutrient 
reducƟon efforts through RCPP or other water quality-related partnerships.  
 
AddiƟonal Funding Resources 
Further financial support for partnership efforts could include, but is not exclusively limited to the federal government, 
other state agencies, groundwater management districts, local municipaliƟes/uƟliƟes, agricultural advocacy/commodity 
groups, non-profit organizaƟons. 
 
Consequences of not funding  

 Decreased opportunity to leverage SWPF financial resources with other partner resources to support conservaƟon 
pracƟce implementaƟon and other acƟviƟes in priority areas of Kansas to improve water quality. 

 Decreased opportunity to provide financial assistance to producers within Kansas to voluntarily adopt 
conservaƟon pracƟces which benefit on-farm profitability while also benefiƫng state water resources. 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

FY2024 
Enhancement 

FY2024 Budget 
w/ Enhancement 

Other Assistance $50,000 $605,122 $434,176 $450,000 $884,176 

Total Expenditures $50,000 $605,122 $434,176 $450,000 $884,176 
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W�ã�Ù Qç�½®ãù P�ÙãÄ�ÙÝ«®ÖÝ 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $605,122 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $884,176 



 

 

 
 

Program ObjecƟves 
To implement an educaƟon plan that builds upon exisƟng efforts and leads to the development of new statewide programs 
that focus on water resources.  Water resource educaƟon should begin at the kindergarten level, develop into secondary 
educaƟon, prepare students to go into the workforce in a water related field at the university level, and conƟnue to provide 
informaƟon to the general public and key stakeholders in our state. The ulƟmate goal is to raise awareness of water issues 
within the state and increase the knowledge of those working within water-related careers.  
 
Program AcƟviƟes 
The acƟviƟes proposed within this secƟon are idenƟfied in Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources Guiding Principle 
of the KWP. This Guiding Principle, and the included acƟon items, were created and approved through public input involving 
any and all state and federal enƟƟes, RAC members and any other Kansans that found value in parƟcipaƟng in draŌing this 
Guiding Principle, as well as members of varying educaƟon sectors.  
 

 Hold a statewide Summit on Water EducaƟon for educators and educaƟonal organizaƟons to share best pracƟces, 
resources, curriculum and services.  

 Develop a grant program for new and exisƟng water educaƟon organizaƟons to provide professional development, 
curriculum and resources which build on statewide messaging efforts.  

 Begin evaluaƟon of higher educaƟon insƟtuƟons current academic offerings and idenƟfy water-related courses and 
curriculum and partner in water programs within universiƟes.   

 Coordinate regional/topical workshops to facilitate development of partnerships between higher educaƟon and 
business and industry. Partnerships will analyze exisƟng academic degree programs leading to water-related careers. 

 Develop a grant-sponsored internship/mentorship program in water-related careers, sponsored across water 
agencies.   
 Employ university or high school student interns at various statewide locaƟons in water-related careers from 

policy to technical work. 
 Conduct week long mentorship programs for high school students in at various state-wide locaƟons in 

water-related careers from policy to technical work.    
 Coordinate and cost share with Kansas Groundwater Management Districts for implementaƟon of a cerƟfied 

irrigator program to increase producer understanding of water saving techniques. 
 

Program Accomplishments 
 The markeƟng firm Walz Tetrick iniƟated the Statewide MarkeƟng Campaign.   

   Created campaign and markeƟng slogan “Kansas Runs on Water (KSROW)” and completed phased development 
of a statewide website.  

 CommunicaƟon conƟnues with state agency partners and other conservaƟon educaƟon non-governmental 
organizaƟons to pursue joint grant funding to implement water educaƟon programs and accomplish Kansas Water 
Plan educaƟon goals.   

 In 2022, presentaƟons were provided at various events promoƟng KSROW and future Kansas water educaƟon 
efforts, reaching approximately 1000 adults.  

 In 2022, Kansas water educaƟon lessons and acƟviƟes were provided at conservaƟon educaƟon workshops, field 
days, water fesƟvals and other events reaching approximately 600 youth and 300 adults. 

 In May 2021, KWO received a finalized project report from Kansas State University containing: 
 A comprehensive summary surrounding the KSROW iniƟaƟve 
 Detailed audience analysis 
 Suggested outreach goals and objecƟves 
 PotenƟal message development 
 DeterminaƟon of best/most efficient channels to deliver the message 
 Recommended plans for outreach implementaƟon and evaluaƟon 

     

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 
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KS W�ã�Ù P½�Ä E�ç��ã®ÊÄ Ι OçãÙ���« SãÙ�ã�¦ù 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $472,910 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $250,000 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 

 Partnering State Agencies: KDA, KDHE, KDWP, and KWO 
 Other public and private organizaƟons  

 

 
 
CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
Inability to implement water resource educaƟon-
related acƟviƟes and iniƟaƟves recommended 
within Increase Awareness of Kansas Water 
Resources Guiding Principle of the KWP. Water 
resource knowledge will not improve, water-
related career development opportuniƟes will not 
be increased, and markeƟng campaign & website 
development will be incomplete. Knowledge 
regarding the value of water in Kansas will not be 
elevated to appropriate levels, leading to waste 
and decline of water as a valuable resource and 
lead to water deficits in some regions and 
economic decline in various areas within the 
state.         

KS W�ã�Ù P½�Ä E�ç��ã®ÊÄ Ι OçãÙ���« SãÙ�ã�¦ù (CÊÄã.) 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 
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  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $250,000 $472,910 $250,000 

Total Expenditures $250,000 $472,910 $250,000 



 

 

 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
 Provide increased funding for leveraging partnership opportuniƟes which support overall state efforts to conserve 

and extend the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas. 
 Enhance and showcase conservaƟon efforts which benefit the overall viability of the High Plains Aquifer for mulƟple 

water use groups (i.e. irrigaƟon water use, dairies & feeders, municipaliƟes & uƟliƟes). 
 Development of new partnerships to demonstrate emerging tools & technologies which promote water use 

reducƟon in the High Plains Aquifer Region of Kansas. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 Provide conƟnued support for development of conservaƟon strategies which provide measurable and scalable 

groundwater conservaƟon, improved water quality, and overall soil/ecological health. 
 Provide SWPF support to the City of Garden City in addiƟon to addiƟonal funding resources Garden City is pursuing 

in support of water reclamaƟon and reuse. 
 Pursue addiƟonal partnership opportuniƟes across the High Plains Aquifer Region of Kansas which support 

conservaƟon of groundwater resources.   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
 Water Technology Farms and associated SWPF support for this program has provided numerous demonstraƟon 
opportuniƟes across western Kansas to highlight and showcase tools and technologies which provide water conservaƟon 
benefits to irrigaƟon water users as well as the dairy industry within the region.  Previously appropriated SWPF resources 
for the Water Technology Farm program have been leveraged extensively with support provided by program parƟcipants, 
commodity groups, and the private sector.  A transiƟon to High Plains Aquifer Partnerships allows for enhancement of 
partnership opportuniƟes benefiƟng the water resources of the High Plains Aquifer Region of Kansas under the KWO Water 
InnovaƟon Systems and EducaƟon (WISE) iniƟaƟve.  
 

Program Budget 
 
 
 
 
 

AddiƟonal Funding Resources 
Further financial support for partnership efforts could include, but is not exclusively 
limited to the federal government, other state agencies, groundwater management 
districts, local municipaliƟes/uƟliƟes, agricultural advocacy/commodity groups, 
non-profit organizaƟons. 
  

Consequences of not funding  
 Decreased opportunity to leverage SWPF financial resources with other partner 

resources to support water use educaƟon efforts looking to conserve and 
extend the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas. 

 Decreased opportunity to showcase water use reducƟon efforts and 
technologies which can play a role in conserving water quanƟty and quality of 
the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas. 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

H®¦« P½�®ÄÝ AØç®¥�Ù P�ÙãÄ�ÙÝ«®ÖÝ 

FY 2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $326,402 

FY 2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $850,000 

  FY2023 
Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

FY2024 
Enhancement 

FY2024 Budget 
w/ Enhancement 

Contractual $25,000 $35,000 $50,000 $450,000 $50,000 

Total Expenditures $200,000 $326,402 $400,000 $450,000 $850,000 
Other Assistance $175,000 $291,402 $350,000 $0 $800,000 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý R�Ý�ÙòÊ®Ù PÙÊã��ã®ÊÄ IÄ®ã®�ã®ò� 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $1,190,578 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $1,000,000 

 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
To protect water supply storage and improve water quality in reservoirs across Kansas that provide water to municipal and 
industrial customers through implementaƟon of watershed best management pracƟces (BMPs) within priority reservoir 
watersheds.  BMPs are individual or a combinaƟon of pracƟces that are determined to be the most effecƟve and pracƟcable 
(including technological, economic, and insƟtuƟonal consideraƟons) means of controlling point and non-point sources of 
polluƟon at levels compaƟble with resource and economic goals.  BMPs which can be uƟlized to reduce sediment and 
nutrient runoff in watersheds above water supply sources in Kansas include but are not limited to terraces, grassed water-
ways, cover crops and buffer strips.  Water storage is being diminished over Ɵme due to reservoir sedimentaƟon and water 
quality is being impacted by nutrient runoff, potenƟally resulƟng in harmful algae blooms, taste and odor issues with drinking 
water, and impacts to recreaƟon in Kansas.   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 Provide financial assistance to producers within targeted watersheds to implement conservaƟon pracƟces which 

reduce sediment runoff. 
 Coordinate with KDA-Division of ConservaƟon, KDHE, local conservaƟon districts, local Watershed RestoraƟon and 

ProtecƟon Strategy (WRAPS) program staff and RAC representaƟves on delivery of program to producers within 
eligible watersheds. 

 Engage with project partners to evaluate the FY2023 Kansas Reservoir ProtecƟon IniƟaƟve and make modificaƟons to 
improve the overall effecƟveness and efficiency of the program for FY2024. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
 Four reservoir watersheds targeted since iniƟaƟon of funding in FY2019 for watershed conservaƟon pracƟce 

implementaƟon include Fall River, John Redmond, Kanopolis, and TuƩle Creek.   
 EsƟmated sediment reducƟon as field scale based on applicaƟons approved for funding: 

  FY2019 through FY2022:  Over 126,000 tons 
 FY2023:   Nearly 14,000 tons (ongoing signup period as of August 2022 will add to FY 2023 total) 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 

A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
Further financial support for conservaƟon pracƟce implementaƟon efforts to reduce sediment runoff which contributes to 
reservoir sedimentaƟon could include, but is not exclusively limited to the federal government, other state agencies, local 
municipaliƟes/uƟlites, agricultural advocacy/commodity groups, non-profit organizaƟons. 
 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
 ConƟnued reservoir sedimentaƟon at or above current sedimentaƟon rates. 
 ConƟnued nutrient and sediment runoff & soil erosion at current or worse rates. 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Other Assistance $1,000,000 $1,190,578 $1,000,000 

Total Expenditures $1,000,000 $1,190,578 $1,000,000 
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PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
Chloride contaminaƟon within the Equus Beds Aquifer resulƟng from previous oil field producƟon in the Burrton area has 
resulted in areas of groundwater which is unsuitable for most uses.  RemediaƟon of areas of high chloride concentraƟons 
within the Equus Beds would help generate an addiƟonal water supply source as well as help protect and prolong the 
useable lifespan of groundwater wells around areas of chloride contaminaƟon.   
  
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 Previous funding was uƟlized, through a technical service provider contract, to complete an analysis of strategies and 

alternaƟves within the Equus Beds Aquifer that would remediate the Equus Beds chloride plume between Burrton 
and Halstead which impact groundwater within the region.  The impacted water use types include irrigaƟon water 
for agricultural producƟon as well as the City of Wichita’s groundwater well field within the Equus Beds Aquifer. 

 FY2023 and FY2024 funding will be uƟlized to conƟnue to advance efforts and understanding of groundwater 
condiƟons within the region in support of a future chloride plume remediaƟon project.  

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
 U.S. Bureau of ReclamaƟon  
 City of Wichita 
 Groundwater Management District #2 

 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
ConƟnued movement of the Equus Beds chloride plume towards the east-southeast from its current locaƟon between 
Burrton and Halstead, leading to further impacts with the City of Wichita’s groundwater well field, irrigaƟon water 
supporƟng crop producƟon, and other regional groundwater uses. 

EØççÝ B��Ý C«½ÊÙ®�� P½çÃ� R�Ã��®�ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¹��ã 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $50,000 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $50,000 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2024 
Budget 

Other Assistance $50,000 $50,000 

Total Expenditures $50,000 $50,000 
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PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The 2019 Special CommiƩee on Flooding recommended funding for a basin-by-basin evaluaƟon of flood risks in Kansas.  The 
purpose the evaluaƟon is to idenƟfy areas of recurring flooding, determine economic loss, and idenƟfy potenƟal miƟgaƟon 
projects that can lessen future damage. 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 The agency plans on uƟlizing state funding to leverage federal resources to complete a flood study in the Neosho 

region in FY2022/FY2023. 
 IdenƟfy areas of recurring damage and economic loss. 
 IdenƟfy potenƟal miƟgaƟon strategies and projects that will lessen future damage. 
 Develop recommendaƟons for future project implementaƟon. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
  FEMA 

 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
ConƟnued loss of property and economic gain due to recurring flood damage.   PotenƟal loss of federal funding for 
implementaƟon of miƟgaƟon efforts. 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

F½ÊÊ� R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� Sãç�ù 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $200,000 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $200,000 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2024 
Budget 

Other Assistance $200,000 $200,000 

Total Expenditures $200,000 $200,000 



 

 

 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The Arbuckle formaƟon is a resource heavily relied upon by a range of industries and municipaliƟes in Kansas for fluid-waste 
disposal, oil producƟon, storage, and fresh water. Historical disposal of fluids in the Arbuckle has been at sustainable to 
moderate rates. However, yearly tests of Class-I disposal wells indicate that pressure and staƟc fluid levels have risen in the 
Arbuckle, parƟcularly in south-central Kansas, decreasing the storage capacity, and therefore life expectancy, of the disposal 
receptacle and increasing pore pressure on deeper, connected rock formaƟons. Recent elevated rates of fluid deposited in 
the Arbuckle have been associated with, and the likely catalyst for, the significant increase in seismicity in south-central 
Kansas since 2013. AddiƟonally, if staƟc fluid levels in the Arbuckle conƟnue to rise, there is potenƟal for them to exceed the 
basal depth of shallow aquifers in some criƟcal areas in just a few years. UnanƟcipated or unknown hydrologic conduits 
could thus threaten these aquifers. The goal of the Arbuckle Study Group is to increase understanding of the storage 
capabiliƟes of the Arbuckle and impacts of disposal acƟviƟes, providing criƟcal informaƟon to ensure that the resource is 
managed properly, the usable life of the Arbuckle is extended, and undesirable impacts are minimized.  
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
The KWO was directed to facilitate a stakeholder group focused on iniƟaƟng a study of the Arbuckle formaƟon. This group 
has worked towards consensus regarding a study plan that addresses fundamental data needs to characterize the storage 
capabiliƟes of the Arbuckle, emphasizing south-central Kansas as the primary study area. As part of that effort, the KGS 
began a preliminary study to determine the accuracy and funcƟonality of various measurement techniques for a future 
Arbuckle monitoring network by collecƟng staƟc fluid level, density, and boƩom-hole pressure measurements at three 
yet-to-be-idenƟfied disposal wells that could be part of a longer-term, expanded monitoring network. The KGS is also 
developing a full proposal for acquisiƟon and analysis of criƟcal fluid data and assimilaƟon of all geologic, geophysical, and 
hydrological data available for the eight-county Arbuckle study area. 
 

R���Äã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
In early 2022, the KGS completed a “Report on Feasibility Study of Regional Arbuckle ProperƟes in South Central Kansas;  
Now and Planning for the Future” which proposed to evaluate methodologies and develop a tesƟng protocol for accurately 
and funcƟonally acquiring Arbuckle fluid data on a rouƟne basis across spaƟally opƟmized network of Arbuckle monitoring 
wells.  The KGS also contracted for collecƟon of boƩom hole pressure data in 2022 at two Class II wells owned by the KCC. 
 

PÙÊÖÊÝ�� A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 ConƟnue pursuing data collecƟon in the proposed Class II wells and complete the preliminary study. 
 Compile available annual disposal volumes for Class-I and Class-II wells in Kansas and compare it to previous values 

(i.e., post-2018). 
 Analyze Class-I and any available Class-II staƟc fluid levels and boƩom-hole pressure for recent years, determine fresh

-water equivalent fluid levels and present results both graphically and by maps, showing year-to-year changes. 
 Compare disposal volumes with the latest staƟc-fluid levels and boƩom-hole pressures for the Arbuckle. 
 Determine in selected well logs the salinity of the Arbuckle fluids, in preparaƟon for regionally mapping the salinity in 

those areas of central Kansas where staƟc fluid levels are shallow. 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

AÙ�ç�»½� Sãç�ù 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $210,000 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $150,000 



 

 

 
 

 Compare historic injected fluid volume and density with Arbuckle fluid salinity/density and trends in staƟc fluid level 
and boƩom-hole pressure. 

 By well-log analysis, map the lithologies both immediately above and below the top of the Arbuckle in south-central 
Kansas. 

 Contrast historical disposal volumes to producƟon data. 
 Compare and correlate across the study area porosity and permeability in the Arbuckle based on well logs and 

well-specific tesƟng. 
 Acquire SFL, BHP, and density esƟmates from 20 Class II SWD wells (pending permission from owners) in FY2023 

distributed across the Sedgwick Basin sufficient to provide reliable extrapolaƟons between sample points and 
resoluƟon on contour intervals.  

 Acquire SFL, BHP, and density esƟmates from 20 Class II SWD wells in FY2024, revisiƟng some wells from FY2023 and 
some new locaƟons to fill data gaps (pending permission from owners). 

 Analyze data from measurements made in Class I and Class II wells to idenƟfy wells best suited to include in an 
Arbuckle well network for long-term sampling providing the necessary spaƟal resoluƟon. 

 If permission to measure privately owned wells cannot be secured, then: 
 Select the most criƟcal locaƟon where data will provide insights into potenƟal for Arbuckle fluids to become a public 

health risk and contract the drilling of a monitoring well for long-term surveillance of SFL, BHP, and density of 
Arbuckle fluids. 

 Determine if any abandoned wells could be reworked and ouƞiƩed to provide reliable SFL and BHP data relatable to 
exisƟng Class I database. 

 
PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
Lack of understanding of the storage capabiliƟes of the Arbuckle could lead to the resource being mismanaged, reducing 
the funcƟonal life of the resource, limiƟng its future use as a storage receptacle including possibly for carbon sequestraƟon, 
and potenƟally raising the chances of surface and/or groundwater quality degradaƟon and increased seismic acƟvity 
associated with elevated fluid levels and pore pressures. 

AÙ�ç�»½� Sãç�ù (CÊÄã.) 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 
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  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $150,000 $210,000 $150,000 

Total Expenditures $150,000 $210,000 $150,000 



 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The KWO, in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), will implement a Water InjecƟon Dredging (WID) 
demonstraƟon project at TuƩle Creek Lake to promote sustainable long-term reservoir sediment management. WID is a 
process in which large volumes of water are injected at low pressure into the sediment bed near the boƩom of the reservoir 
through the use of pumps and a series of nozzles located on a horizontal pipe posiƟoned above the sediment bed. The 
injected water effecƟvely fluidizes the sediment creaƟng a ‘density current’ that allows the sediment to flow by gravity to 
deeper areas. In the case of TuƩle Creek Lake, the proposed WID demonstraƟon project would be aimed at moving the 
sediment toward the exisƟng low-level outlet in the dam, and monitoring the flow of the density current through the outlet 
during controlled discharges. 
 
The goal of the project is to demonstrate successful applicaƟon of WID technology at TuƩle Creek Lake, with the ulƟmate 
goal of sustaining long-term use of TuƩle Creek Lake, and potenƟally other Kansas reservoirs, for all of its authorized 
purposes.  The reservoir conƟnues to lose capacity due to sedimentaƟon at an accelerated rate.  Recent esƟmates from the 
KWO indicate that approximately 50% of TuƩle Creek Lake’s original storage capacity has been lost due to sedimentaƟon, 
with an esƟmated 5% of remaining storage lost in 2019 alone.  TuƩle Creek Lake is a vital resource within the Kansas River 
Basin.  The conƟnued loss of capacity and impending impact to the authorized purposes is a major concern for the State of 
Kansas. Successful demonstraƟon of WID technology at TuƩle Creek Lake will help to advance other innovaƟve methods 
aimed at extending the life of reservoir storage in Kansas, including the use of WID with hydrosucƟon or other sustainable 
sediment management techniques. 
 

PÙÊÖÊÝ�� A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
 The proposed demonstraƟon project includes the following major components:  
 AcquisiƟon of a water injecƟon dredge. 
 DemonstraƟon of the WID at TuƩle Creek Lake at different elevaƟons and flow discharges. 
 Monitoring and evaluaƟon of both the operaƟonal and environmental results.  
 ConƟnue development of monitoring, implementaƟon, and outreach plans in coordinaƟon with USACE.  The KWO is 

currently engaged with USACE, agency partners, and stakeholders within the basin to discuss the project and develop 
the monitoring plan and strategies for measuring project success. 

 KWO will conƟnue its partnership with USACE to provide technical and financial resources for the upcoming 
demonstraƟon, to potenƟally include WID procurement, stakeholder outreach, project planning and implementaƟon, 
and onsite field data collecƟon and analysis. 

 The KWO and USACE are currently in the process of discussing the Ɵmeline and plans for the demonstraƟon, which will 
begin no sooner than 2023, potenƟally in the fall. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ 
 KWO conƟnues to support USACE and ERDC with ongoing WID study.   
 Through a Planning Assistance to States (PAS) agreement, KWO conƟnues to provide cash and in-kind contribuƟons, 

while leveraging federal funding.  State contribuƟons include technical services and support for field data collecƟon, 
model development, tesƟng and analysis necessary to move forward with the WID demonstraƟon. 

 Work completed by the state and federal partners in support of the WID study includes: 
 CollecƟon of sediment cores and surface sediment samples at TuƩle Creek Lake and delivery to ERDC 

facility for sediment property analysis and fluidizaƟon tesƟng. 
 Water quality sampling and analysis of sediment samples taken from TuƩle Creek Lake to move forward with 

the WID demonstraƟon. 

 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

W�ã�Ù IÄ¹��ã®ÊÄ DÙ��¦®Ä¦ (WID) 

FY2023 A�¹. Bç�¦�ã: $2,000,000 

FY2024 GÊò�ÙÄÊÙ’Ý Bç�¦�ã R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��ã®ÊÄ:  $0 
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W�ã�Ù IÄ¹��ã®ÊÄ DÙ��¦®Ä¦ (WID) (�ÊÄã.) 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ (CONT.) 
    CollecƟon and analysis of velocity current transects at selected locaƟons within the reservoir. 
 CompleƟon of cross secƟon surveys downstream of TuƩle Creek Lake pre- and post- flood storage releases in 

2019 to assess sedimentaƟon impacts. 
 CompleƟon in 2019 of a parƟal lake mulƟ-beam bathymetric survey to increase resoluƟon of the reservoir bed 

in the area of the anƟcipated WID demonstraƟon project and a full bathymetric survey of TuƩle Creek Lake in 
2020. 

 CollecƟon of sediment cores and water samples at TuƩle Creek Lake and delivery to ERDC for elutriate tesƟng. 
 Expansion of baseline condiƟon monitoring on the Big Blue River below TuƩle Creek Lake. 
 CoordinaƟon of a TuƩle Creek Reservoir Water InjecƟon Dredging DemonstraƟon Research/Monitoring Needs 

Workshop in June 2022 to gather input for monitoring and assessing consideraƟons related to WID 
effecƟveness, environmental effects, and human use consideraƟons. 

 
 Ongoing work and efforts planned to be iniƟated in FY2023 by the state and federal partners in support of the WID study 

include: 
 Development of a Kansas River sediment transport model, currently being refined and calibrated by USACE. 
 CollecƟon of baseline condiƟon data and compleƟon of water quality models in preparaƟon for the 

demonstraƟon. 
 ConƟnued development of implementaƟon and monitoring plans for the WID demonstraƟon, coordinaƟng 

planning efforts with federal partners and local stakeholders. 
 Stakeholder outreach and coordinaƟon. 
 AcquisiƟon of a water injecƟon dredge. 

 
 The $2,000,000 total appropriated ($975,000 in FY2022 and $1,025,000 in FY2023) from the SWPF for the demonstraƟon 

reflects the state’s contribuƟon for acquisiƟon of a water injecƟon dredge, project planning and outreach, and 
implementaƟon and monitoring of the demonstraƟon.  USACE received $1.3 million in Federal Year 2022 funding for the 
project. AddiƟonal Federal funding of up to $2.8 million to cover remaining project needs, conƟngent on the budget pro-
cess, is anƟcipated in Federal Year 2023. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A��®ã®ÊÄ�½ FçÄ�®Ä¦ R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

 

CÊÄÝ�Øç�Ä��Ý Ê¥ ÄÊã ¥çÄ�®Ä¦ 
ConƟnued loss of reservoir storage capacity and impending impact to TuƩle Creek Lake’s authorized purposes, including 
water supply. 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2023 
Adjusted w/cf 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $1,025,000 $2,000,000 $0 

Total Expenditures $1,025,000 $2,000,000 $0 



 

 

 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The Lower Republican River basin has many compeƟng needs for the limited water supplies: irrigaƟon, recreaƟon, wildlife 
areas, municipaliƟes, industries and minimum desirable streamflow.  
 
In 1943, the water supply of the Republican River valley was allocated among the three states. The Republican River is subject 
to an interstate compact entered into by Colorado, Nebraska, and Kansas. In 1985, Kansas began raising serious concerns 
about Nebraska’s conƟnued development and overuse of ground water in the Republican River Basin.  In 1998, Kansas filed a 
moƟon for leave to file a bill of Complaint 
with the U.S. Supreme Court alleging that 
Nebraska was violaƟng the compact, 
including groundwater that was 
connected to surface flows in the 
Basin.  Over the years many users have 
had reduced water due to reduced 
supplies or regulaƟon of Minimum 
Desirable Streamflow.  In 2003, the 
Republican River Compact AdministraƟon 
adopted accounƟng procedures that 
included an extensive groundwater 
model.  Nebraska exceeded its allocaƟon 
during the water short years of 2005-
2006, and also during the five-year Ɵme 
period that ended in 2007.  Consequently, 
Kansas did not get its full allocaƟon.  The 
arbitraƟon filed in 2009 agreed with 
Kansas that Nebraska had not complied 
with the compact.  On February 24, 2015, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ordered Nebraska 
to pay Kansas $5.5 million.  
 
During the 2015 Legislature a provision 
was in acted in House SubsƟtute for 
Senate Bill 112 Sec. 178.   
 
SB 112 Sec. 178  
The provision divides monies received from the state of Nebraska pursuant to the interstate liƟgaƟon to be credited to the 
Republican River Water ConservaƟon Projects – Nebraska moneys fund of the KWO and the Interstate Water LiƟgaƟon fund 
of the AƩorney General.  Near the end of the 2015 LegislaƟve Session, the State of Nebraska approved a measure to pay 
Kansas $5.5 million as a result of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling on the Kansas v. Nebraska lawsuit regarding violaƟons of the 
Republican River Compact.  Funds were received from Nebraska on June 23rd, 2015. The Kansas Treasurer deposited these 
funds into two accounts in accordance with the budgetary proviso. 
 

 

 

R�Öç�½®��Ä R®ò�Ù W�ã�Ù CÊÄÝ�Ùò�ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¹��ã—N��Ù�Ý»� 

Fund/Account DesignaƟon Agency Amount 

Republican River Water ConservaƟon Project- Nebraska Money Fund Kansas Water Office $3,500,000 

Interstate Water LiƟgaƟon Reserve Account AƩorney General $2,000,000 

Total   $5,500,000 
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K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 



 

 

R�Öç�½®��Ä R®ò�Ù W�ã�Ù CÊÄÝ�Ùò�ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¹��ã—N��Ù�Ý»� (CÊÄã.) 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
The proviso also requires that the Director of the KWO, in consultaƟon with the local stakeholders in the basin, the Chief 
Engineer and the Secretary of Agriculture, shall expend such moneys in the Republican River water conservaƟon projects – 
Nebraska moneys fund of the KWO for water improvement projects in the Republican river basin as described in K.S.A. 
2014 Supp. 82a-1804(g), and amendments thereto.  K.S.A. 82a-1804 (g) lists the type of projects that are eligible to be 
implemented with funds from the Republican River Water ConservaƟon Projects-Nebraska Moneys Fund.   
 
Projects can include: 

(1) Efficiency improvements to canals or laterals managed and paid for by an irrigaƟon district or projects to improve 
the operaƟonal efficiency of management of such canals or laterals.  

(2) water use efficiency upgrades; 
(3) implementaƟon of water conservaƟon of irrigaƟon and other types of water uses; 
(4) implementaƟon of water management plans or acƟons by water rights holders; 
(5) water measurement flumes, meters, gauges, data collecƟon plaƞorms or related monitoring equipment and 

upgrades; 
(6) arƟficial recharge, funding a water transiƟon assistance program; the purchase of water rights for stream recovery 

or aquifer restoraƟon and cost share for state or federal conservaƟon programs that save water; 
(7) maintenance of the channel and the tributaries of the Republican river; 
(8)  reservoir maintenance or the purchase, lease, construcƟon or other acquisiƟon of exisƟng or new storage space in      

reservoirs; 
(9)  purchase, lease or other acquisiƟon of a water right; and 
(10)  expenses incurred to construct and operate off-stream storage.  

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ  
The Kansas Bostwick IrrigaƟon District (KBID) is in the process of converƟng porƟons of their remaining open irrigaƟon 
canals to a buried pipe system. As of FY2021, KBID has completed five installments of the canal project, which included a 
total of 2.79 miles of open irrigaƟon canals eliminated in FY2021. During FY2022, KBID has moved to the sixth installment, 
converƟng the 50.7 – Courtland 5th Canal to a buried pipe system, eliminaƟng 2.90 miles of open canal.  
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Sã�ã� W�ã�Ù P½�Ä FçÄ� 
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  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $106,843 $200,000 

Total Expenditures $106,843 $200,000 



 

 

R�Öç�½®��Ä R®ò�Ù W�ã�Ù CÊÄÝ�Ùò�ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¹��ã—CÊ½ÊÙ��Ê 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã O�¹��ã®ò�Ý 
The South Fork Republican River Basin in Northwest Kansas has 
historically not received the water to which it is enƟtled under the 
Republican River Compact due to overdevelopment in Colorado.  
In August of 2018, the states of Kansas and Colorado reached a 
seƩlement regarding past compact violaƟons in Colorado.  That 
agreement will resulted in a transfer of $2 million in funds from 
Colorado to Kansas during Fiscal Year 2019. 
 
K.S.A. 82a-1804 (d) establishes the Republican River Water 
ConservaƟon Projects — Colorado Moneys Fund to be 
administered by the director of the KWO.  Moneys received from 
Colorado will be deposited in this fund to be used in the Upper 
Republican River Basin.  Paragraph 5 of the agreement signed by 
Governors and AƩorneys General from both Kansas and Colorado 
states that “Kansas agrees to pursue a good faith effort to spend 
the $2 million paid . . . for the benefit of the South Fork of the 
Republican River within Kansas in maintaining compliance with 
the Compact and the FSS.”   
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A�ã®ò®ã®�Ý 
The KWO and the KDA have sought input from stakeholders within the region on the acƟviƟes, which are allowed by state 
statute, will provide the most benefit to the region.     
 
K.S.A. 82a-1804 (g) lists the type of projects that are eligible to be implemented with funds from the Republican River 
Water ConservaƟon Projects-Colorado Moneys Fund.  Projects can include: 

(1) Efficiency improvements to canals or laterals managed and paid for by an irrigaƟon district or projects to improve 
the operaƟonal efficiency of management of such canals or laterals.  

(2) water use efficiency upgrades; 
(3) implementaƟon of water conservaƟon of irrigaƟon and other types of water uses; 
(4) implementaƟon of water management plans or acƟons by water rights holders; 
(5) water measurement flumes, meters, gauges, data collecƟon plaƞorms or related monitoring equipment and 

upgrades; 
(6) arƟficial recharge, funding a water transiƟon assistance program; the purchase of water rights for stream recovery 

or aquifer restoraƟon and cost share for state or federal conservaƟon programs that save water; 
(7) maintenance of the channel and the tributaries of the Republican river; 
(8) reservoir maintenance or the purchase, lease, construcƟon or other acquisiƟon of exisƟng or new storage space in 

reservoirs; 
(9) purchase, lease or other acquisiƟon of a water right; and 
(10) expenses incurred to construct and operate off-stream storage.  

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ  
 During FY2020 and FY2021, a total of $143,224.65 was expended for 13 producers. 

Cost-share projects included soil moisture probes, nozzle packages, pivot control systems, aerial imagery, 
variable-rate irrigaƟon systems, and electrical conducƟvity (EC) soil mapping. 

 In FY2021, $500,000 of the original $2 million was transferred to Cheyenne County ConservaƟon District to be 
leveraged for a Regional ConservaƟon Partnership Program (RCPP) project through NRCS.  The RCPP was approved 
in April 2021 providing $2,766,243 in federal funds for the project. 

 During FY2022, $211,360 has been commiƩed to 15 producers for the implementaƟon of irrigaƟon technologies 
with the goal of improving efficiency and reducing water use in the South Fork Republican basin. 
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R�Öç�½®��Ä R®ò�Ù W�ã�Ù CÊÄÝ�Ùò�ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¹��ã—CÊ½ÊÙ��Ê (CÊÄã.) 
 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã A��ÊÃÖ½®Ý«Ã�ÄãÝ (CONT.) 
 Planned work in FY2023 and FY2024 includes conƟnued cost-share for irrigaƟon technologies, as well as the 

idenƟficaƟon of potenƟal locaƟons and possible implementaƟon of low-head dam projects within the region, in 
partnership with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. 

 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã Bç�¦�ã 
 
 

  FY2023 
 Appropriated 

FY2024 
Budget 

Contractual $600,000 $600,000 

Total Expenditures $600,000 $600,000 
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Pç�½®� W�ã�Ù SçÖÖ½ù PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã PÙ®ÊÙ®ã®�Ý 
 Ensure adequate quanƟƟes of good quality water to 

meet future needs.  
 Efficiently operate state owned storage in federal 

reservoirs. 

TÊã�½ PÊÝ®ã®ÊÄÝ: 10 
  9 Professional Staff 
  1 AdministraƟve Staff 

FY2022 A�ãç�½ R�ò�Äç� �Ä� EøÖ�Ä�®ãçÙ� �ù FçÄ�  

Revenue by Fund FY2022 
Revenue or       

AppropriaƟon 
Expended Carryover 

Water MarkeƟng Fund $12,395,391 $7,797,238 $4,598,153 

ConservaƟon Storage Water Supply Fund $228,856 $0 $228,856 

Lower Smoky Access District Fund $101,866 $101,866 $0 

Water Supply Storage Assurance Fund $724,201 $549,491 $174,710 

Total Funds $13,450,314 $8,448,595 $5,001,719 

Major Expenditures 
FY2022  
Actuals 

FY2023  
Budget 

FY2024  
Budget 

Salaries and Wages $646,713 $932,844 $958,095 

Contractual Services $2,300,255 $2,122,419 $2,912,005 

    Debt Service - P&I $5,498,676 $2,777,497 $2,893,600 

CommodiƟes $2,622 $4,300 $4,300 

Capital Outlay $329 $5,800 $5,800 

Total Expenditures $8,448,595 $5,842,860 $6,773,800 

PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã EøÖ�Ä�®ãçÙ�Ý  

P�Ù¥ÊÙÃ�Ä�� B�Ý�� Bç�¦�ã 

Performance Measures Actual 
FY2021 

Actual 
FY2022 

Current 
FY2023 

Budget 
FY2024 

Number of people directly served 1,258,914 1,272,084 1,344,078 1,388,409 

Number of industrial customers directly served 15 15 16 17 

Number of irrigaƟon water rights directly served 51 51 56 56 

Percent of Ɵme demands are met by public water   
supply programs  

100% 100% 100% 100% 

Pç�½®� W�ã�Ù SçÖÖ½ù 
Statutory Authority 

82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1604 et seq. MulƟpurpose Small Lakes Act 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
82a-2401 et seq. Reservoir Improvement District Act 
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W�ã�Ù SçÖÖ½ù SãÊÙ�¦� 
Kansas has contracts with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for purchase of water supply storage in 14 reservoirs; 12 of those have 
storage currently commiƩed to, and being paid for by, the customers of the Water MarkeƟng Program, 8 of the reservoirs have storage 
that has been dedicated to Assurance Districts for district members, and 5 of the reservoirs have Future Use storage that is under 
contract with the state, but has not yet been called into service.   

Pç�½®� W�ã�Ù SçÖÖ½ù PÙÊ¦Ù�Ã  
The KWO operates the Kansas Water MarkeƟng, Water Assurance and Access District programs as part of its overall PWS 
Program.  KWO has developed the PWS Program Comprehensive Capital Development Plan (CCDP) in order to account for 
all revenue and expenses related to the State’s public water supply storage, and to provide for the long-term planning of 
future program needs, including acquisiƟon of all the water supply storage under federal contracts, potenƟal new storage 
development and protecƟon and restoraƟon of the storage owned by the State.  Various funding sources contribute to 
KWO’s overall PWS Program and are represented as part of the CCDP.  These sources are further described on the following 
pages in separate secƟons: Water MarkeƟng Fund, ConservaƟon Storage Development Fund, Water Assurance Fund, and 
Access District Fund.   

EøÖ�Ä�®ãçÙ�Ý Ê¥ A½½ PWS PÙÊ¦Ù�ÃÝ 
PÙ®Ä�®Ö�½ �Ä� IÄã�Ù�Ýã ãÊ CÊÙÖÝ  
The State is obligated to fully pay the capital costs of the water supply storage assigned to all of the PWS Programs – including the Water 
MarkeƟng, Water Assurance, and Access District programs.  The contracts with the federal government typically give the State 50 years 
to pay the costs associated with the purchase of all of the contracted storage.   
 

OÖ�Ù�ã®ÊÄ �Ä� M�®Äã�Ä�Ä��  
The State pays the annual operaƟon, maintenance and repair costs incurred by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for that porƟon of the 
storage space designated to each program.  In addiƟon to the PWS Programs, SWPFs are uƟlized to pay the annual operaƟon and 
maintenance costs associated with the porƟon of the state-owned storage in Reserve Capacity.  The operaƟon and maintenance costs 
vary from year to year and by reservoir.   
 

A�Ã®Ä®ÝãÙ�ã®ÊÄ �Ä� EÄ¥ÊÙ��Ã�Äã  
The Water MarkeƟng Program pays for administraƟon and enforcement costs to the state to operate and administer the Program.  The 
Assurance District Program (directly through the MarkeƟng Fund) and Access District Program also pay a small porƟon of administraƟon 
and enforcement costs. 
 

R�Ý�ÙòÊ®Ù PÙÊã��ã®ÊÄ �Ä� R�ÝãÊÙ�ã®ÊÄ  
A component of the PWS CCDP is the budgeƟng and planning for projects that will restore and protect the water supply storage in the 
state-owned reservoirs.  Sediment deposiƟon reduces the water supply yield from a reservoir.  The state-owned reservoir storage is 
considered an asset, and management of these assets includes maintenance of the storage to ensure long-term viability. 

FçãçÙ� UÝ� SãÊÙ�¦� ®Ä CÊÙÖÝ Ê¥ EÄ¦®Ä��ÙÝ R�Ý�ÙòÊ®ÙÝ  
Future Use storage is storage that is not currently in service.  Some of the water supply contracts between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the KWO allow the State to defer payments and the control of the storage unƟl the storage is needed.  The table below 
indicates the remaining debt associated with Future Use Storage. 

Lake Milford Perry Totals 
Water Supply Storage Remaining - Future Use (acre-feet) 198,350 125,000 323,350 

Year Contract Payment Complete 2034 2041   

Interest Rate 2.63% 3.05%  

Contract Current Balance (Est.) $27,765,139  $24,894,727  $52,659,866  

K�ÄÝ�Ý W�ã�Ù O¥¥®�� - Pç�½®� W�ã�Ù SçÖÖ½ù 
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CÊÄÝ�Ùò�ã®ÊÄ SãÊÙ�¦� D�ò�½ÊÖÃ�Äã FçÄ� 
The State ConservaƟon Storage Water Supply Fund was established as a savings fund for acquisiƟon, development or 
maintenance of state-owned public water supply storage. 
 
W�ã�Ù AÝÝçÙ�Ä�� FçÄ� 
The Water Assurance Fund receives money from three water assurance districts.  The purpose of the Water Assurance 
Program is to allow for coordinated operaƟon of water storage space in federal reservoirs to saƟsfy downstream municipal 
and industrial water rights during drought condiƟons.  Water right holders are therefore assured to receive enhanced flow 
during Ɵmes of drought while the state operates the reservoirs in a basin as a system for increased efficiency in water 
delivery.   
 
The districts are charged for the costs incurred by the State for both P&I associated with storage construcƟon and 
operaƟon and maintenance of the storage dedicated to the districts.  Payments from the assurance districts are passed 
through to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for P&I and operaƟon and maintenance costs.  In addiƟon, the districts are 
charged for the cost to administer and enforce the program.  These funds are transferred to the Water MarkeƟng Fund to 
cover a porƟon of the cost of posiƟons funded by the Water MarkeƟng Fund.  A small amount is also transferred to the SGF 
to repay KDA for the Division of Water Resource’s costs to assist with the program’s administraƟon. 
 
A���ÝÝ D®ÝãÙ®�ã FçÄ� 
In 2016, the Lower Smoky Hill Water Supply Access District was formed, and the Access District purchased a porƟon of the 
water supply pool from Kanopolis Reservoir through a lump sum payment to the State in accordance with the purchase 
contract between the KWO and the Access District.  The water supply storage in Kanopolis purchased by the Access District 
can be uƟlized to supplement the Smoky Hill River streamflow to provide the ability for Access District members to make 
use of their reasonable and jusƟfied authorized quanƟƟes under their water rights through drought condiƟons. 
 
The Access District is charged for the cost incurred by the State for operaƟon and maintenance of the porƟon of storage 
dedicated to the use of the district.  Payments from the Access District are passed through to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for operaƟon and maintenance costs.  In addiƟon, the Access District is charged for the cost to administer and 
enforce the program.  These funds are transferred to the Water MarkeƟng Fund to cover a porƟon of the cost of posiƟons 
funded by the Water MarkeƟng Fund. 
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W�ã�Ù M�Ù»�ã®Ä¦ FçÄ� 
The Water MarkeƟng Fund receives money from revenue collected on water supplied under contracts with public water 
suppliers and industries from state-owned storage in federal reservoirs.  Over half of the state’s populaƟon is served 
directly or indirectly by Water 
MarkeƟng contracts.  The majority 
of the revenue is received in 
January and February of each year, 
and is used to pay the Corps of 
Engineers for the principal and  
interest costs associated with 
storage construcƟon and operaƟon 
and maintenance costs of the 
reservoirs.  The majority of the 
expenditures are paid in September 
and October of each year. 
 
The Water MarkeƟng Program 
operates on a cash basis, with a 
variable rate set each year that is 
adequate to meet program 
expenses.  The PWS Comprehensive 
Capital Development Plan included 
an update to the variable markeƟng 
rate structure with a projected 
annual increase, in lieu of the previous flaƩened rate. Revenue generated in the near term is planned to be uƟlized to pay 
down a porƟon of the program debt. This will help to alleviate the large increase in annual program payments necessary to 
pay for future use storage.  
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